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Description:   
From the Bulletin:  “This course presents an opportunity for freshmen to develop maturity in writing skills.  
Students must demonstrate adequate competence in writing on the final essay examination.” 
Designed to develop maturity in writing skills, this class uses a process approach which emphasizes invention, 
drafting, revising, and editing.  Students are required to write in-class and out-of-class essays and to apply the 
principles of clear, effective expression to those writings.  Students develop their powers of observation, 
selection, and evaluation, initially through informal personal writing, moving to the discipline of more 
structured writing involving the development and support of precise thesis statements. Students also read 
student and professional writing as models of effective writing. 
 
Course Goals: 
1. To require students to think critically. 
2. To enable students to accomplish academic, professional, and personal writing tasks.   
3. To enable students to use the writing process of invention, drafting, revising, and  
    editing. 
4. To give students frequent practice in writing with constructive teacher and peer  
    response. 
 
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to 
1.   Earn a minimum, average score of 3.3 on a scale of 1-6 on the Department final examination; 
2.  Focus on a clear purpose for writing; 
3.  Direct writing to a specific audience; 
4.   Recognize the differences among kinds of writing situations;    
5.  Use the conventions of format, organization, and language appropriate to specific  
      writing situations; 
6.  Create and use multiple drafts to improve writing; 
7.  Use strategies such as brainstorming, focused freewriting, and outlining; 
8.  Use appropriate strategies to generate, organize, revise, and edit for specific writing situations; 
9.  Use the conventions of spelling, grammar, and punctuation expected in standard written English; 
10. Observe appropriate manuscript form; 
11. Understand visual representation; 
12. Make effective use of the computer as a writing tool. 
 



Course Content:  Students will write a minimum of six essays; each essay will be approximately 500-750 
words; at least two will be in-class, timed essays: 
  

I. Writer’s Processes:  Writing, Reading, Thinking Critically   
           Diagnostic writing scored holistically—required  

II. Writer’s Strategies—overview and then used as reference material 
   Generating Ideas 
   Planning 
   Drafting 
   Developing 
   Revising and Editing 
   Designing the Document 
   Understanding Visual Representation 
 III.  Writer’s Situations and supporting selections from A Writer’s Reader—options: 
   Recall 
   Observation 
   Interviewing 
   Comparing and Contrasting   
   Explaining Causes and Effects 
   *Taking a Stand 
   *Proposing a Solution 

  Evaluating 
  *Reading Critically 

(*Required. Taking a Stand and Proposing a Solution will be used for the topics for 
the final examination at the end of the semester.  Reading Critically is preparation for 
ENG 102.) 

IV.   Writer’s Handbook—as needed for the whole class, small groups, or  
individuals;  additional practice is available at Exercise Central 
<www.bedfordstmartins.com/bedguide>.   

(Basic grammar, punctuation, spelling, and usage should have been mastered prior to 
enrollment in ENG 101. Students needing some assistance should seek tutorial assistance.  
Students needing basic skills should be enrolled in ENG 100.) 

 
 (Elements from all areas may be combined as needed.) 
 
Teaching Methods:  The teacher will select from various approaches, such as lecture, discussion, large/small 
group work, peer/collaborative work, the portfolio, the journal, focused activity guides, exercise sheets, audio-
visual presentations, and other innovative techniques. 
 
Academic Conduct:  Students must do their own work.  All borrowed ideas and words must be appropriately 
documented.  Plagiarized papers earn zero credit for the student and may result in failing the course.  
 
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  In the event of a legitimate excused absence, 
such as illness, the student must check with the instructor about missed work.  Some in-class work, such as 
response group meetings/presentations cannot be made up.  Unexcused absences do not merit the opportunity 
to make up missed work.  Excessive absences may affect the final grade. 
 
Evaluation:  Grading:  Will conform to the university’s policy: 
  A - 90-100 – Excellent; B - 80-89 – Good; C - 70-79 - Average 
  D - 60-69 - Poor; must repeat the course; F - 0-59 - Failing; unacceptable; must repeat 
  W – Withdrawal; I – Incomplete, 75% of  course work completed with passing scores 
 



Final Grade:  
Class work = 70% 
Final examination (essay) = 30%  

 
The class work grade: 
Teachers may use a point system or averaging, but the class work grade will be    
 No less than 80% - grades earned on compositions 
 Up to 20% - may be determined by a combination of other written assignments, 
             tests, quizzes, journal/folder/notebook evaluation, oral 
             presentations, conferences, exercises, group work, or class participation 
 
The final examination grade: 
All ENG 101 students must take the Department final examination at the scheduled time. Fall 2004 
examinations will be held December 1 and 2, scored December 3.  This essay examination will be evaluated 
using a scale of 1 (lowest) to 6 (highest) by readers other than the classroom teacher.  This average score will 
be converted to a numerical score, which will constitute 30% of the final grade. 
 
The Department final examination will be scored on the following evaluation scale, which is based on the 
Educational Testing Service Scoring Guide for writing tests in timed settings: 
 
 6—Clear and consistent competence; may have occasional errors 
  --effectively and insightfully addresses the writing task 
  --well organized and fully developed, using clearly appropriate examples 

   to support ideas 
--consistent facility in the use of language, variety of sentence structure,  
   range in vocabulary 

 5—Reasonably consistent competence; occasional errors or lapses in quality 
  --effectively addresses the writing task 
  --generally well organized and adequately developed, using appropriate  

   examples to support ideas 
  --facility in the use of language, some syntactic variety and range of  
      vocabulary 
 4—Adequate competence; occasional errors and lapses in quality 
  --addresses the writing task 
  --organized and somewhat developed, using examples to support ideas 
  --adequate but inconsistent facility in the use of language, some errors in  

   grammar or diction 
--minimal sentence variety 

 3—Developing competence; various weaknesses 
  --inadequate organization or development 
  --inappropriate or insufficient details to support ideas 
  --an accumulation of errors in grammar, diction, or sentence structure  
 2—Some incompetence; flawed by various weaknesses 
  --poor organization 
  --thin development 
  --little or inappropriate detail to support ideas 
  --frequent errors in grammar, diction, and sentence structure 
 1—Incompetence; seriously flawed by various weaknesses 
  --very poor organization 
  --very thin development 
  --usage and syntactical errors so severe that meaning is obscured 


