
Alabama A. and M. University 
Department of English, Foreign Languages and Telecommunications 

 
Course:  Survey of English Literature I ENG  201 
 
Course Credit: Three Semester Hours 
 
Prerequisite:  ENG 101 & 102  
 
Catalog Description: 
 This course presents a critical, historical and appreciative study of English 
literature form the Old English period through the Neoclassical period.  Masterpieces of 
the various literary eras are given particular attention. 
 
Additional Description:  
 This course is divided into three major units.  The first one focuses on the Anglo 
Saxon period with emphasis on the background, themes and styles of the texts studied.  
The second unit deals with the writing of the Middle Ages.  Analysis of these texts 
focuses on class structure and interests of Medieval England.  The third unit presents 
ideals and expressions of the Restoration and Neoclassical periods.  Critical approaches 
ranging from New Criticism to New Historicism will aid in interpretation of texts.  
Selection of texts will include  both well known and lesser known writers, as well as 
examples of all genres:  novel, drama, poetry, essay.   
 
Course Objectives 
This course aims to help students: 

• Perceive English literature of the Anglo Saxon, Medieval and Neoclassical 
periods as products of their cultural conditions 

• Recognize the principal genres of early English literature 
• Analyze the themes and styles of the most influential writers of each era  
• Develop critical vision for appreciating literature 
• Improve analytical skills through critical writing 
• Recognize major linguistic features of the literature 

 
Required Texts: 
 Abrams, M.D., ed.  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume I, 7th 
edition (New York:  W.W.  Norton, 2000) ISBN: 0-393-97486-3 
 
Hacker, Diana.  Research and Documentation.  Available as website at  
 http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc 
 
***You will need consistent and reliable access to the World Wide Web.  Please also be 
sure to get an Alabama Virtual Library card for research purposes. 
 
Supplementary Resources: 
Norton Topics Online – the companion website offers topics, illustrations, and annotated 
links, among other resources 
http://www.norton.com/nael 
The Norton Online Archive – this resource offers an electronic library of texts that 
supplement The Norton Anthology 
http://www.wwnorton.com/nael/noa 
 
 



ENG 201 
 
Course website: 
 ***We will use either Blackboard or a course website for all materials.  Be sure to 
give me an email address that you access on a regular basis. 
 
Evaluation 
 This course relies on intensive class discussions; each student’s attendance and 
participation affects the quality of learning, so be prepared to voice your opinions. 
50% - reading responses – these writing assignments are based on the readings for one 
class period and may range from summaries and questions to more critical responses; 
check the Daily Plan to see when these are due 
15% - critical analysis – you will choose a scholarly article on a piece of literature 
discussed and analyze the article in a short paper; analysis includes an oral presentation 
of article to class 
35% - portfolios – two 3-5 page literary analyses of works discussed; 1st paper is 15% 
and 2nd paper is 20%; portfolio includes all pre-writing, notes on articles used, peer 
reviews, rewrites. 
 In-class work includes free writing, collaborative small group discussions, and 
large group discussions.  
 
 
Disability Statement 
Alabama A&M University is committed to serving the needs of students with disabilities, 
and the institution recognizes its responsibility for creating an instructional climate in 
which the student with disabilities can strive.  If there is a documented disability for 
which special accommodations are required to promote learning in this class, please 
contact the Office of Disability Services to verify eligibility and to discuss the options for 
reasonable academic accommodations that might be eligible. 
 
Ethics Statement 
All acts of dishonesty in any work constitute academic misconduct that could result in a 
failing grade.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, 
and fabrication of information.  If I suspect plagiarism, I will first discuss the problem 
with you to ensure that you fully understand what constitutes plagiarism.  You will have 
the opportunity to address the problem.  Any subsequent instances of plagiarism may 
result in a failing grade in the course. 
 
Texts:  Selected texts from The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 
 
AGENDA 
Week 1 – Discussion of Anglo-Norman England 
Rise and dominance of Catholic Church 
Begin “Beowulf” 
Week 2 – Finish “Beowulf”/discussion/essay questions 
Week 3 – Introduction to writings of Marie de France 
“Lanval” Discussion of Arthur’s Camelot/Code of Chivalry/Round Table. 
Contrast role of women from “Beowulf” to Arthur’s Court. 
 
Week 4 – Read “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight” 
Lecture – Middle English, Plagues of Europe, 
Chaucer’s England.  Objective test 
 



Week 5 – Chaucer---“Canterbury Tales” Discussion Feudal Society, Power of the 
Church, General Prologue 
Assignment:  Write an essay with focus on the society of Chaucer’s time, choose a 
pilgrim whose tale fits into that society, demonstrate relevances of tale as being 
historically true to the time. 
Week 6 – “Everyman” Lecture Relevance of play, explanation of Mystery/Morality 
plays, purpose. 
Ref.  “The Second Shepherd’s Play” 
Discussion of Seven Deadly Sins 
Movie “Seven” 
Week 7 – Begin discussion “Utopia” Bk. I 
Bio. Sketch – Sir Thomas More 
Possible movie – “A Man for All Seasons” 
Week 8 – “Utopia” Bk. II 
Essay test 
Week 9 – Midterm exam 
Excerpts – The English Bible 
Tyndale’s Translation 
“The Obedience of a Christian Man” 
Week 10 – Queen Elizabeth  Bio. Sketch 
“The Golden Speech” 
Essay exam 
Week 11 – Edmund Spencer 
Explanation Spenserian sonnet 
Selections  
Possibly write individual sonnets 
Week 12 – excerpts “Astrophil and Stella” 
Exam possibly objective 
Week 13 – Marlowe – “The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus” 
Lecture and reading 
Assignment:  Write a comparison focusing on Everyman’s ultimate acceptance into 
Heaven and the condemnation of Doctor Faustus to Hell. 
Fuller explanation to follow. 
Week 14 – Shakespeare’s Sonnets—selections 
“King Lear” lecture and reading 
Movie of play 
Week 15 Finish Lear 
If time permits---John Donne’s sonnets/selections 
Week 16 –Alexander Pope’s “Essay on Criticism” 
An essay question 
Week 17 – Take Home Final Exam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




