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Course Title:   World Literature I 
 
Course Number:  ENG 203 
 
Prerequisites:   ENG 101 & 102 
 
Course Credit:  3 Semester Hours 
 
Text:    Wilkie Brian, and James Hunt.  Literature of  the  
       Western World.  Vol. I, 5th edition.  Upper Saddle 
       River, N.J.  Prentice -Hall, 2001. 
 
Other Resources:  Electronic resources are available at  
    www.prenshall.com/wilkie.  They include cultural back- 
    grounds, timelines, practice quizzes, research topics and  
    author websites. 
 
Date:    Fall 2004 
 
Description: 
ENG 203, a survey course, treats selected masterpieces of world literature from the 
Ancient World through the Renaissance.  
 
Further Description: 
This course, though organized chronologically, emphasizes recurring thematic concerns, 
codes and value systems which prompt comparisons of literary works and cultures.  Such 
an approach leads to an awareness of universal themes and consequently a better 
understanding of self and the human condition.  Likewise, recurring literary genres, 
modes, and strategies provoke comparison and synthesis.  The course also stresses the 
social dimensions of literature in order to encourage students to explore inductively the 
dynamics of the societies represented in the literary works.  
 
Relationship to the Conceptual Framework 
This course represents a performance-based approach designed to enable the candidate to 
develop proficiencies required by national, regional, state, and institutional standards. 
Learning will be achieved through integrated experiences that will include feedback for 
continuing reflection and self-assessment and will prepare the student for licensing as a 
skilled, entry-level educator. 
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Attendance Policy 
Students are allowed three unexcused absences during the semester.  Examinations may 
be made up only on the presentation of an official excuse signed by the appropriate 
university official.  Students must clear their absence with the instructor BEFORE the 
examination. 
 
Outcomes 
Students who complete this course successfully will 

1. Demonstrate ability to read complicated passages by rendering them in 
effective summaries and paraphrases  

2. Write a literary analysis paper demonstrating knowledge of the basic 
vocabulary and principles of literary criticism 

3. Differentiate among the literary genres studied 
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the themes and content of the literature 

studied 
5. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical and cultural milieu of the literary 

works 
6. Relate the literature to its historical and cultural context and to other texts 
7. Interpret and analyze relevant audio visual representations 

 
Course Requirements 

1. 3 unit examinations and final 
2. Summaries, paraphrases and miscellaneous assignments 
3. Literary analysis paper 
4. Viewing/listening assignment 
5. Assigned readings 
6. Quizzes 

 
Required Readings 

1. The Ancient World 
A. Introduction to Ancient Literature 
B. The Old Testament 

-Selections from the Book of Genesis 
-The Book of Job 
-Selected Psalms 

  C. Introduction to Ancient Greek Literature 
   -The Iliad 
   -Oedipus the King 
   -From Poetics 
  D. Introduction to Ancient Roman Literature 
   -The Aeneid 
   -The Metamorphoses 
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 2. Literature of The Middle Ages 
  A. Dante’s Inferno 
  B. The Canterbury Tales 
 3. Literature of the Renaissance 
   -Don Quixote, From Part I 
   -From Paradise Lost 
   -Selected Shakespearean Sonnets  
   
Assessment and Grading 
 Students are expected to participate in the class through reading, discussion, 
writing miscellaneous assignments, viewing, listening, taking tests and quizzes, and 
writing a critical paper.  Reading assignments should be read in their entirety and written 
assignments must be submitted punctually.  Late assignments may be penalized. 
 
 Final grades will be determined in the following manner: 
 3 unit examinations and final----------------------70% 
 Literary analysis paper----------------------------- 15% 
 Quizzes/homework and other assignments-------10% 
 Viewing/listening assignment----------------------- 5% 
 
 The University grading system will be used as follows: 
  A 90-100  Excellent 
  B 80-89  Good 
  C 70-79  Satisfactory 
  D 60-69  Poor 
  F  0-59  Failing 
 

 
 




