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COURSE TITLE: HIS 204  INTRODUCTION TO AFRICANA STUDIES 
 
COURSE PREREQUISITE:  None (Offered as justified by demand) 
 
CREDIT HOURS: 3 
 
Course Description: 
 
 This course deals with the basic origin and orientation of the study of the African 
American experience.  It is concerned with the relationships between African American 
Studies, Africana Studies and other related fields of study.  It’s focus is a multi-
dimensional and interdisciplinary perspective and approach to the African American 
experience.  The emphasis is placed on ideas and developments that have influenced and 
shaped African American studies and its relation to African and Diasporan studies. 
 
Course Textbook:  Karenga, Maulana, Introduction to Black Studies, 3rd. ed., 
                     University of Sankore Press, 2001. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

1. To provide the student with a basic introduction to the study of the  
African American experience and its subsequent cultural heritage. 
 

2. To provide the student with a basic understanding of origin, orientation 
and the significance of this field of study. 
 

3. To provide the student with a knowledge and understanding of how this 
Field of study informs of human experience as a whole. 
 

4. To assist students in understanding how this field of study has impacted 
and been impacted by other intellectual and academic developments 
such as women studies, multicultural studies and classical studies. 
 

5. To provide the student with a general overview of the vital aspects 
and areas of the African American experience that contribute to an 
understanding and appreciation of its wholeness and as a foundation 
further study in this field or related fields. 
 
 
 



 
Course Outline: 
 

I. Introduction 
A. Origin of the field 

1. Pre-1950’s Background 
2. More immediate context 

 
B. Orientation to the field 

1. Relevance and Scope 
2. Approach and Perspective 

 
C.  Subsequent developments in the field 

   1.  Professionalization 
   2.  Afrocentricity 
   3. Women Studies 
   4.   Multicultural Studies 
   5.  Classical African Studies 
 

II. Core Topics 
A. The Historical Dimension 

1. The African Background 
          a.    Its Significance 
          b. Some important antecedents:  Context & Developments 
          aa.  The geographical orientation 

bb.  The peopling of Africa 
cc. Major periods in Africa’s development prior to the 1500’s 

1. The Nile Valley and the emergence of early African 
Civilization 

2.   The Sahara and the Sundan:  Links to African Civilization 
     3.   The Niger-Congo and the spread of African Civilization 
  2. The Diasporan Context 
   a.   Its meaning 
   b. Its history:  The Atlantic Slave Trade and African dispersion to 
                        Western 

aa. Off the shores of Africa:  Putting the slave trade in motion 
bb. Transplantation:  The Middle Passage 

c. Its major nexus and connections 
aa. Arrival and Introduction:  The Seasoning Process 
bb. The areas and their connections 

   3. African Americans in the Diaspora:  Critical Signposts and Diasporan 
    Connection 

a. Bondage and Freedom 1600s – 1865 
b. Accommodation and Protests 1865 – 1920 
c. Migration and Confrontation 1920 – present 
 

B. The Religious or Spiritual Dimension 
                   1.  Its Significance 
        2.  An overview of major traditions or trends 



 C.   The Social Dimension 
        1.  Its Significance 
        2.  Some fundamental relations and other developments 
 D.   The Political Dimension 
        1.  Its Significance 
        2.  Its basic nature and other developments 
 E.   The Economic Dimension 
        1.   Its Significance 
        2.   Its underlying emphasis and other developments 
 F.   The Artistic Dimension 
        1.   Its Significance 
        2.   Its essence and expressions 
 G.  The Psychological Dimension 
        1.   Its Significance 
        2.   Its focus and different perspectives 
 

III.  Summing Up 
A. Issues (Old and New) 

 
Grading Policy: 
 
 General class deportment is taken into consideration in assessing student progress 
and performance.  The course grade is determined by the total number of points acquired 
on major exams, and projects or activities described under procedures for assessment of 
student achievement and the grading scale for each activity.  The total number of points 
allotted for each activity is computed on a 100% grading scale, reflecting the letter grade 
equivalent for grade average. 
 
Procedures for Assessment of Student Achievement: 
 
Two major exams and two major assignments: 

1. An annotated bibliography of the leading periodicals and journals, 
professional organizations and academic institutions, and resource 
research centers that promote the study of Africana Studies 

2. A group project on an assigned issue related to one of the major  
subject areas and general discipline involving critiques and 
correctives 
 

Exam 1   30%  (100 points)   A = 90% or above 
Exam 2   30%  (100 points)   B = 80 - 89% 
Bibliography  15%  (50 points)   C = 70 – 79% 
Corrective   15%  (50 points)   D = 60 – 69% 
Group Participation 10%  (30 points)   F = Below 60% 
Course Activities: 
 
 Reading assignment, lectures, in-class discussion assignments, and class projects; 
annotated bibliography and short written papers. 
 
Attendance Policy: 



 
 Class attendance is expected and students are required to be present on a regular 
basis and to be prepared.  A student is permitted one (1) unexcused absence for each 
credit hour of course.  This is a three (3) credit hour course and only three (3) unexcused  
absences are allowed for the entire course. 
 
 Each student who exceeds the number of unexcused absences, or who is 
consecutively tardy, or who comes to class frequently unprepared is advised that these 
kinds of behaviors reflect poorly on class deportment.  In addition, these actions are taken 
into consideration in assessing or evaluating the overall progress and performance of each 
student. 
 
 After each absence, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange to make up missed 
assignments, whenever possible.  The student should attempt to obtain class notes or 
other materials for another class member. 
 
 


