
ENGLISH 132 
ENGLISH COMPOSITION 

 
If you have a disability which requires special arrangements or accommodations, please see your 
instructor immediately. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
English 132 is designed to assist you in developing skills in writing essays and research papers. The 
course continues the emphasis on reading and writing begun in 131.  When you enroll in English 
132, you are expected to have mastered the basic principles of essay construction and to be familiar 
with several patterns of essay development. English 132 will provide further instruction and practice 
in the patterns of writing and will require you to read essays from a designated text.  The course 
further requires that you use your reading and writing skills in the production of a research paper. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
1. On the basis of essays from the textbook which have been read and discussed in  
      class, or assigned articles, write three essays (one each of cause-effect, definition,  
      argumentation-persuasion).  Each essay must meet the following minimum standards: 
 

a. clearly stated thesis        15 percent 
b. adequate and specific supporting details       20 percent 
c.   unified structure and logical organization       15 percent 
d. an identifiable pattern of development       15 percent 
e. clear, concise, coherent sentences that contain no       35 percent

                  more than a total of  5 errors in basic grammar,   
                  mechanics, and usage                Total  100 percent  
 
2. Write a research paper using the following steps: 
 
            a.   finding a topic and forming the preliminary thesis 

b. gathering and organizing data  
c.   formulating the outline 

       d. taking notes 
e.   writing the rough drafts, citing sources and handling format   

                 and mechanics 
f. writing the final paper 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
 
The completed paper must reflect adherence to the basic principles of essay writing studied in 
English 131 and English 132 and to conventions for writing the research paper described in 
Writing With Class. 2nd edition.  The paper must be at least 5-8 typewritten pages, excluding 
title page, outline, and bibliography. The following will be checked: 

 
a. title and title page 
b. thesis statement 
c. outline 
d. introduction and conclusion 
e.   organization, development, unity, and coherence in body of paper (sentences,              
        paragraphs, incorporation of quoted and paraphrased materials) 
f.    blending and citing of references 
g. Works Cited page 
h. manuscript format and mechanics 
i. grammar and usage 

 
3. Complete a number of enabling activities which will assist you in meeting the above   

course objectives and reinforce the writing process.  Activities may include the following: 
 

a. sentence skills assignments (sentence variety, writing style, logical 
                  structure, consistency, conciseness, clarity, etc.) 

b. quizzes on assigned readings 
c.    homework assignments 
d. in-class writing activities 
e. novel, short story, biography or autobiography 

 
4.   Write a final examination essay using a designated pattern of organization (cause- 
      effect, definition, argumentation-persuasion). This essay must meet the minimum 
      standards set forth in Objective 1 above. 
 
EVALUATION AND MINIMUM STANDARDS* 
 
1.   Objective one will be evaluated by the three essays you will write. To receive a passing grade, 

you must write all three of the essays, and  each essay must conform 
      to the stated minimum standards for objective one.  To satisfactorily meet objective 
      one, you must earn a passing grade (70%) on two of the three essays and have an averaged 
      grade of  C (70%). 
 
2    Objective two will be evaluated by the preliminary and final steps you complete in 
      writing the research paper and the final .  Each step must be completed and submitted at the 
        time specified by the instructor. No step will be accepted unless each of the previous steps    
        has been submitted, graded, and returned. The evaluation of preliminary and final research  



         steps will be in adherence to Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines and               
          procedures for research techniques. 
 

Step 1  --  Limited Topic and Preliminary Thesis 
Step 2  --  Working Bibliography Cards 
Step 3  --  Preliminary Outline 
Step 4  --  Notecards 
Step 5  --  Preliminary draft  
Step 6  --  The Final Paper (at 5-8 pages for the body; 5 or more references) 

 
To meet this objective, you must achieve a minimum averaged grade of C on Steps 1 through 5 
and a minimum grade of C on the completed research paper. 
 
3.  Objective three will be evaluated by the enabling activities.  To receive a passing            
     grade, you must earn a minimum averaged grade of 70 points or C on these activities. 
     
4. Objective four will be evaluated by the final examination essay. The essay must meet the 
      minimum criteria as stated in objective one and receive a grade of  C (70%) or higher in 
order        for you to pass the course. 
      
       Learning assistance is available to all students in the Writing Center, PH 143.  You 
       should avail yourself of these services. 
 
GRADING 
 
1. To receive a grade of  A for English 132, you must achieve the minimum standards  
      for the course plus an averaged grade of A on all work required to meet course  
      objectives. 
 
2. To receive a grade of  B for English 132, you must achieve the minimum standards 
       for the course plus an averaged grade of  B on all work required to meet course 
       objectives. 
 
3. To receive a grade of  C for English 132, you must achieve the minimum passing 
      standards for all objectives. 
 
4.    If you fail to achieve minimum standards on one objective, you will earn a  D; 
       on two or more, you will earn a grade of  F.  In either instance, you must repeat the 
       course. 
 
Numerical Grades           100-90 = A  Letter Grades     A   =  4 points 

89-80 = B         B   =  3 points 
79-70 = C          C   =  2 points 
69-60 = D         D   =  1 points 

      59-00 = F         F    =  0 points 
 

Averaging for B and A grades is done by adding numerical point values which students receive 
on work required to achieve the course objectives, then dividing by the number of grades listed. 



 
TEXTBOOKS 
Humanities Department.  Writing With Class.  2nd ed.  New York: Pearson Publishing 
         Company, 1999. 
 
A Full-Length Biography, Autobiography, or Novel  
 
A College Dictionary 

Option 1 
 
CONTENT OUTLINE 
 
WEEKS 1-2  Review of Course Syllabus 

Preliminary Writing Activity (In-class) 
Review:  The Writing Process 
Enabling Activity - Sentence Skills 

 
WEEK 3  Orientation to the Library 

The Research Library 
--Some General Comments on the Research Paper 
--Plan the Research 
Step 1:  Topic and Preliminary Thesis Due 

 
WEEK 4-5  Introduction to an Essay Pattern: 

In-class Planning/Writing (Cause/Effect) 
First Essay Due:  Cause-Effect 
Enabling Activity - Sentence Skills 

 
WEEK 6  The Research Paper 

--Find Sources in the Library 
--Prepare a Working Bibliography 
Step 2:  Working Bibliography Cards Due 

 
WEEKS 7 - 8  Introduction to an Essay Pattern: 

In-class planning/Writing (Definition) 
Second Essay Due:  Definition 
Enabling Activity-Sentence Skills 

 
WEEKS 9 - 10 Introduction to an Essay Pattern: 

In-class Planning/Writing (Argumentation-Persuasion) 
Third Essay Due:  Argumentation-Persuasion 
Enabling Activity - Sentence Skills. 

 
WEEKS 11  The Research Paper 

--Take Notes 
Step 3:  The Preliminary Outline Due 
Step 4:  Notecards Due 

 
WEEK  12 - 13 Writing the Research Paper 

--Refine Your Working Thesis 
--Sort the Note Cards 
--Outline the Paper 
--Introduce APA Format 
--Introduce/Discuss MLA 
-- Document Borrowed Material:  MLA Format 



Step 5:  Preliminary Draft 
 
WEEKS 14-15 Writing the Research Paper 

--Revise, Edit, and Proofread the First Draft 
Step 6:  Research Paper Due 

 
WEEK 16  Review 

FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
 
*This represents a general outline of content.  Instructors may develop their own detailed calendar. 

 
Option 2 

 
CONTENT OUTLINE 
 
WEEK 1-2  Review of Course Syllabus 

Preliminary Writing Activity (In-class) 
 

Review: The Writing Process 
Enabling Activity - Sentence Skills 

 
WEEKS 3 - 4  Introduction to an Essay Pattern: 

In-class Planning/Writing (Cause/Effect) 
First Essay Due:  Cause-Effect 
 

WEEK  5  Introduction to an Essay Pattern: 
In-class Planning/Writing (Definition) 

 
WEEK 6 - 7  Introduction to an Essay Pattern: 

In-class Planning/Writing (Argumentation-Persuasion) 
Third Essay Due:  Argumentation-Persuasion 
 Enabling Activity - Sentence Skills 

 
WEEK 8  Orientation to the Library 

The Research Library 
--Some General Comments on the Research Paper 
--Plan the Research 
Step 1: Topic and Preliminary Thesis Due 

 
WEEK 9  The Research Paper 

--Find Sources in the Library 
--Prepare a Working Bibliography 
Step 2: Working Bibliography Cards Due 

 
WEEK 10  The Research Paper 

--Take Notes 
Step 3:  The Preliminary Outline Due 
Step 4:  Notecards Due 

 
WEEK 11 - 13  Writing the Research Paper 

--RefineYour Working Thesis 
--Sort the Note Cards 
--Outline the Paper 
--Introduce APA Format 
--Introduce/Discuss MLA Format 



--Prepare the Works Cited List: MLA Format 
--Document Borrowed Material:  MLA Format 
--Step 5:  Preliminary of Research Paper Due 

 
WEEKS 14 - 15 Writing the Research Paper 

--Revise, Edit, and Proofread the First Draft 
Step 6:  Research Paper Due 

 
WEEK 16  Review 

FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
 
*This represents a general outline of content.  Instructors may develop their own detailed calendar. 


