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Welcome to ASU’s W.E.B. DuBois Interdisciplinary Honors Program! 
 
English 140 is your introduction to college-level writing.  It is 
fundamental to your success in all your other courses, because ASU is 
committed to “Writing Across the Curriculum.” As you matriculate 
through this institution, you will be required to write in every course 
you take.  This course requires both self-discipline and teamwork, and 
by the end of the semester, you will become a community of 
writers/scholars, not just independent students. 
 
Please note: if you have a disability requiring special accommodations, 
please read the attached “ADA Guidelines” carefully and see the 
instructor immediately. 
 

The following policies and requirements and any additional materials 
provided by the instructor constitute your “contract” for this course; do not 
lose them.  PLEASE NOTE:  The instructor reserves the right to make 
changes to these materials as needed, based on unexpected circumstances 
and the best interests of the students 

 
Course Description 
 

English 140 is an accelerated course in English composition designed 
for freshman students who participate in the interdisciplinary Humanities 
Honors Program.  The main thrust of English 140 is to provide instruction 
and practice on how to become more active and accurate readers and how to 
effectively integrate information, ideas, and rhetorical strategies from 
readings in your own written communication.  To this end, you will read 
essays, one full-length memoir, short stories, poems, assigned articles, and 
research materials (including internet-based sources).  You will write essays 
which employ a specific pattern (or combination of patterns), a short 
documented essay in MLA style, an analysis of an assigned short story, and 
an original short story. 

 



 
Course Objectives 
 
The objectives of English 140 are for you to successfully do the following: 
 
1.  Write five essays and a final exam essay.  The essays will consist of the following:  
one each of narration, description, process analysis, comparison/contrast and illustration 
(exemplification).  Each essay will be based on textbook and/or outside readings.  In 
order to successfully meet this objective, essays must meet the following minimum 
standards: 

a.  clearly stated thesis 
b.  adequate and specific supporting details 
c.  unified structure and logical organization 
c.  identifiable pattern of development 
e.  clear, concise coherent sentences 
f.  no more than five errors in basic grammar, mechanics, and usage 
     (instructor will provide specific information and examples) 
g.  minimum of 400 words 

 
2.  Use a variety of methods of analysis of short stories and write an original story. 

a.  differentiate among prose analysis terms and their meaning 
b.  analyze an assigned short story 
c.  write an original short story 

 
3.  Write a short documented essay on the assigned memoir.  This paper will reflect the 
following: 

a.  knowledge of the research process 
b.  knowledge and use of MLA documentation standards 
c.  effective incorporation of research materials 

 
4.  Complete a number of enabling activities, including quizzes, homework assignments, 
and in-class exercises. 
 
Evaluation and Minimum Standards 
 
1.  Objective one will be evaluated by the five essays you will write and the final 
examination.  Each essay must conform to the stated minimum standards for this 
objective.  To meet objective one, you must earn an average of 70 on the five essays and 
on the final examination. 
 
2.  Objective two will be evaluated by analyzing a short story and writing an original 
story. To meet this objective, you must earn an average of 70 on these two assignments. 
 
3.  Objective three will be evaluated by your performance on a short documented essay.  
You must achieve a minimum grade of 70 on the paper to meet this objective. 
 



4.  Objective four will be evaluated by your completion of enabling activities.  You must 
have an average of 70 on these activities to meet this objective. 
 
Grading  
 
Each of the five major essays is worth up to 100 points for a possible total of 500 points. 
 
The final exam is worth up to 100 points. 
 
The documented essay is worth up to 100 points  
 
The short story analysis and original short story are worth up to 200 points. 
 
Enabling activities are worth up to 100 points. These grades will be averaged and that 
average multiplied by three to determine total points. 
 
 
Example: 
 
Student A made a 75 on Essay 1, an 80 on Essay 2, an 87 on Essay 3, a 90 on Essay 4, 
and a 92 on Essay 5.  Total=424 
She made an 80 on the final exam. 
She made a 78 on her documented essay. 
She made a 90 on her short story analysis and an 85 on her original short story. 
     Total=175 
Her enabling activity average was 90. 
 
Therefore, her total points for the course are 424 + 80 + 78 + 175 + 90, giving her 847 
total points and a letter grade of B. 
 
Letter grades are as follows: 
 
900-1000 points = A 
800-899 points = B 
700-799 points = C 
600-699 points = D 
599 points or less = F 
 
Grades are based on the average of all work done in the course.  However, there are 
minimum standards. A letter grade of C is required to continue to English 141. 
 
 
A letter grade of D or F requires a student to repeat this course. 
 



 
Course Materials 
 

Bring all course materials daily unless otherwise instructed.  This includes text, 
dictionary, and these additional course materials: 
 
College-ruled loose-leaf paper. 
Pen (black or blue only) and pencil 
Large binder or three-ring folder for portfolio of work 
 
 
Required Texts:  
 
Writing With Class: Developing Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking Skills.  3rd  

ed.  Boston:  Pearson Custom Publishing, 2003. 
 
(Writing With Class will also be used in English 141.) 
 
A college dictionary (print, not electronic) 
 
Recommended but not required: 
 
Gibaldi, Joseph, and Phyllis Franklin.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  
Modern Language Association, 2003.  (Widely available). 
 
Attendance and tardiness 
 

Please review the attached university attendance policy. 
Note that all absences will be recorded. 
Success in this course demands regular attendance.  Much of the course grade is 

determined by in-class assignments and activities, most of which are essential to the 
completion of major writing projects.  Excessive absences will make your task much 
more difficult.  
 It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor of any known approved 
absences, to contact the instructor as soon as possible regarding unexpected absences, and 
to arrange for any eligible make-up work or to turn in assignments. 
  
Tardiness should not be a problem at the collegiate level.  Any student who enters class 
after roll has been called will be considered absent for that class, regardless of whether 
he/she chooses to remain in the classroom for that day. In-class work missed as a result of 
tardiness cannot be made up.  Students with unusual circumstances should discuss them 
with the instructor only after class has ended or during office hours. 



 
 
 
Make-up work and late assignments
 
Students may make up missed work or turn in late assignments ONLY AFTER they 
have presented to the instructor with an official university excuse.  Such excuses must be 
presented to the instructor within two weeks of the absence. 
 
Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism 
 
No form of cheating will be tolerated.  The consequences of academic dishonesty, 
including plagiarism in any form, may include failure of the assignment, reduction of 
course grade, failure of the course, and/or other appropriate University disciplinary 
action. See the Pilot student handbook for additional details. 
 
Classroom decorum 
 
You know how to behave in a college class!  However, just to remind you: 

Cellular phones, pagers, personal stereos, etc.  must be turned off during 
class.  Students using such equipment during class will be asked to leave for the day. 

No food or drinks will be allowed in class. 
No children are permitted in class. 
Talking out of turn, sleeping in class, inappropriate language, or refusal to 

participate in a required activity may result in your being asked to leave class for the day. 
 
Withdrawal Policy 
 

A student may withdraw without penalty from a course prior to midterm.  The 
deadline date for withdrawing from a course (usually the Monday after midterm week) is 
stipulated in the academic calendar. 

When a student, as a result of emergency circumstances, is forced to withdraw 
from a course after the established withdrawal date for the term, the student may petition, 
in writing, the dean of the school in which the course is offered for approval to withdraw 
from a course.  A student may not withdraw from a course after the deadline if he or she 
is failing.  The dean will contact the student’s instructor to determine the student’s 
scholastic standing at the time of the request to withdraw. 

If the student registers and decides not to attend class(es), or stops attending the 
class(es), the course must be officially dropped through the Registrar’s office or a grade 
of “F” may be recorded by the instructor. 

If the student improperly adds a course and does not process a drop/add form 
through the Registrar’s Office, no credit will be allowed; and he or she will not receive a 
grade for the course. 
 



 
 
Military Active Duty Policy 
 
 A student who is called to active military duty during an academic term for which 
the student is enrolled may select one of the following courses of action: 
 

A. Request that the instructor assign a grade of “I” incomplete in all courses for 
which the student has registered.  This request can be made only after midterm.  
The student must present to each instructor a statement from the Office of 
Academic Affairs certifying that he or she has been called to active duty and is 
authorized to choose one of the options stated in this policy.  Once the “I” grade 
has been assigned, its removal must be consistent with the policy regarding “I” 
grades outlined in university catalogs. 

 
B. Complete a Withdrawal form and return it to the Office of Records and 

Registration.  Withdrawal from the university must be done in compliance with 
the Withdrawal from the University policy in the catalog. 

 
If a student who is called to active duty does not inform the university of his or her 
active duty status and/or the desired option, a grade of “F” will be assigned in each 
course for which the student is enrolled. 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 


