
HONORS ENGLISH 141—HONORS COMPOSITION 
 
If you have a disability that requires special arrangements or accommodations, please refer to the 
attached ADA Guidelines and see your instructor immediately. 
 
Course Description:  English 141 is an accelerated course in English composition designed for 
freshman students who participate in the Honors Program.  The main purpose of English 141 is to 
provide instruction and practice in research and writing the documented paper, in writing 
analytical essays, and in writing and analyzing poetry.  Students may read fiction, essays, plays, 
and/or poetry during this course. 
 
Course Objectives:  The objectives of English 141 are to enable students to: 
 
1.  Write cause/effect, definition, and argumentation essays based on assigned readings.  Each 
essay must meet the following minimum standards: 
 
 a.  a clearly stated thesis, 
 b.  adequate and specific supporting details, 
 c.  an identifiable pattern of development, 
 d.  clear, concise, coherent sentences that contain no more than five errors in basic 

     grammar, mechanics, and usage, 
e.  500 word minimum length. 

 
2.  Write a short, documented research paper using the following steps: 
  
 a.  identify a topic, 
 b.  gather information, 
 c.  take notes, 
 d.  outline and draft the paper, 
 e.  use proper manuscript format and mechanic to prepare the final paper, 
 f.  cite sources using MLA style. 
 
3.  Demonstrate methods of analyzing essays, books, and/or poems.  Write analyses of assigned 
readings that reflect the following: 
 
 a.  an accurate and complete representation of the work analyzed, 
 b.  clear and concise sentences, 
 c.  no more than five errors in grammar, mechanics, and usage. 
 
4.  Produce two creative works (poems, play, short stories, autobiography and/or short film as 
assigned by the instructor).  Creative work will be evaluated according to: 
 
 a.  individual expression, 
 b.  originality, 
 c.  knowledge of the principles of the assigned medium. 
 
5.  Complete a number of enabling activities that will assist you in meeting the other objectives of 
the course, including quizzes, homework, and in-class activities. 
 



 
 
Evaluation and Minimum Standards 
 
1.  Objective one (40% of final grade) will be evaluated by the three major essays and the final 
exam.  To receive a passing grade, the essays must conform to the minimum standards outlined 
for the objective and must receive an average grade of C.  To pass objective one, the student must 
write each assigned essay and pass the final exam. 
 
2.  Objective two (20% of final grade) will be evaluated by the production of a documented 
research paper according to the step-by-step process listed for objective two.  The final paper 
must conform to the minimum standards listed for essays.  To achieve this objective, you must 
receive a grade of C or better on steps a through f as well as on the final paper itself. 
 
3.  Objective three (10% of final grade) will be evaluated by analysis of other writing.  
Assignments must conform to the standards listed for essays.  To achieve this objective, at least 
one analytical essay must receive a minimum grade of C. 
 
4.  Objective four (10% of final grade) will be evaluated by the two creative works.  To achieve 
this objective, both works must be completed and at least one must receive a grade of C. 
 
5.  Objective five (20% of final grade) will be evaluated by the enabling activities.  To receive a 
passing grade, you must earn a minimum averaged grade of 70 or C on these activities. 
 
Grading 
 
1.  To receive a grade of C for English 141, you must achieve the minimum standards for each 
objective.  If you fail to achieve the minimum standards on one objective, you will earn a grade of 
D; on two or more objective, you will earn a grade of F. 
 
2.  To receive a grade of B for English 141, you must achieve the minimum standards for the 
course and achieve an averaged grade of B on all work required to meet course objectives. 
 
3.  To receive a grade of A for English 141, you must achieve the minimum standards for the 
course and achieve an averaged grade of A on all work required to meet course objectives. 
 
Numerical Grades 
 
90-100 = A 
80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
0-59 = F 
 
 
Required Texts:  
 
Writing With Class: Developing Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking Skills.  3rd  

ed.  Boston:  Pearson Custom Publishing, 2003. 
 



A college dictionary (print, not electronic) 
 
Other assigned texts and handouts  
 
Recommended but not required: 
 
Gibaldi, Joseph, and Phyllis Franklin.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  
Modern Language Association, 2003.  (Widely available). 
 
Other assigned texts and handouts 
 


