
HIS 131 
WORLD HISTORY 

 
If you have a disability, please inform the instructor immediately, and reasonable 
accommodations will be made. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION   
 
World History 131 provides you with a fundamental knowledge of the past from prehistory 
through the Renaissance and Reformation.  It encompasses a study of Africa, Asia, Europe and 
the Americas. 
 
TEXTBOOK 
 
McKay, John P., et. al.  A History of World Societies. Fifth Edition.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 2000. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 
1.  Know key personalities from world societies and historical period studied. 

a.  Recall names of key personalities, their countries, their signicants accomplishment 
and                   their contributions to world culture. 
 

b.  Relate key personalities to their historical periods. 
 
2.  Understand significant events and cultural contributions from world societies and           
        historical  periods studied. 

a.  Identify dates, places, and circumstances of significant events. 
b.  Explain probable causes and consequences of significant event. 
c.  Explain major forces ( natural, social, political, economic, religious, technological)      
       and their impact upon world societies and historical periods studied. 
d.  Identify cultural contributions in science, art, music and/or literature. 

 
3.  Understand major religious and philosophical concepts of world societies and historical 
        periods studied. 

a.  Define concepts. 
b.  Identify critical characteristics of concepts. 
c.  Compare and contrast concepts. 
d.  Explains the impact of concepts on world societies and historical period studied. 

 
 
 
4.  Understand groups within world societies and historical periods studied. 

a.  Identify groups such as family and kinship groups, majority and minority groups,         
                  dominant and subordinate groups. 

b.  Define characteristics of groups, such as their status and lifestyles  
c.  Compare and contrast groups and their characteristics. 



d.  Explain the impact of groups and/or their characteristics on world societies and            
                     historical periods studied. 
 
5.  Understand geographical features of world societies and historical period studied. 

a.  Identify geographical features. 
b.  Defines geographical features. 
c.  Compare and contrast geographical features. 
d.  Explain the impact of geography on world societies and historical 

 
 
6.  Identify key terms pertaining to world societies and historical periods studied, such as    
       terms describing: 

a.  world societies. 
b.  historical periods. 
c.  significant events. 
d.  cultural contributions. 
e.   religious and philosophical concepts. 
f.   social groups, systems, practice and institution. 
g.  geographical features. 

 
NOTE: Objective 6 may be defined differently by other instructors.  Be sure to 
follow the syllabus and instructions given to you by your instructor. 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY SERVICE 
 
A History and Geography Laboratory is located in Room 139 Patterson Hall. here you may 
receive tutoring in World History.  The ours for World History tutorials are posted on the 
Laboratory door. 
 
EVALUATION AND MINIMUM STANDARDS 
 
1.  Instruments of Evaluation
 

a.  There will be four tests ( including the final ) with a total of 240 questions in the          
   course of the semester. 

 
b.  Each of the four tests will consist of 60 questions: ten on each objective. 

 
c.  Each of the six objective will be tested by a total of 40 questions: ten on each  test. 

 
2. Tests coverage and Administration*
 

Test 1 will be administered prior to mid-term. 
 

Test 2. will be administered according to the University’s mid-term examination dates. 
 



Test 3 will fall between mid-term and the final. 
 

Test 4 will be administered on the date designated by the University’s final exam 
schedule. 

 
* The instructor will announce dates for the exams. 

 
3. Minimum Standards for Achieving Objectives
 

To achieve any one objective 1 through 6, you must answer correctly 28 (70% ) of the 
total number of questions (40) for tat objective. 

 
NOTE: For each objective, 

 
A = 90% = 36 correct answers = 9 on each of the tests 
B. = 80% = 32 correct answers= 8 on each of the tests 
C. = 70% = 28 correct answers= 7 on each of the tests 
D. = 60% = 24 correct answers = 6 on each of the tests 

 
4.  Grading by Objectives, 
 

To earn a grade of A, you must achieve each objective and answer correctly 216 
(90% ) of the total number of questions (240) on the four tests.  

 
To earn a grade of B, you must achieve each objective and answer correctly 192 
(80%) 
of the total number of questions (240) on the four tests 

 
To earn a grade of C, you must achieve each objective and answer correctly 168 
(70%) of the total number of questions (240) on the four tests. 

 
To earn a grade of D, you must answer correctly 144 (60% ) of the number of 
questions (240) on the four tests. 

 
If you fail to answer correctly 144 (60%) of the total number of questions (240) on 
the four tests, you will receive a grade of F. 

 
* If you fail to achieve a C, you must repeat the course.  

 
 
 
 
 

HIS 131 
COURSE CONTENT 

 



Weeks 1 -7 
 

Introduction to course  
 
Origins 

Read: Chapter 1 
 

Ancient Near East  
Read: Chapter 2 

 
Ancient India 

Read: Chapter 3; Chapter 7, pp. 183-193 
 

TEST 1 
 

Ancient China and Early Japan  
Read: Chapter 4; 7, pp. 198-193; 203-206; Chapter 11, pp. 315-319. 

 
 

Ancient Greece 
Read Chapter 5. 

 
 

 
Week 8 MIDTERM TEST 
 
WEEK 9- 16 
 

Ancient Rome 
Read: Chapter 6. 

 
Early Christianity and the making of Europe 

Read: Chapter 8 
Read: Chapter 12 pp 331-350 

 
 
 

 
TEST 3 

 
Early Islam 

Read : Chapter 9 
 

Africa to ca. 1500 
Read: Chapter 10 

 



 
Europe in the Age of the Renaissance and Reformation, pp.443 - 471 

 
Week 17      FINAL EXAM 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
131 World History      Mrs. P. E. Smith, Teacher 
 
Study Guide for First Examination* 
 
Introductory Concept: Universal Cultural Pattern ( a complex of economic, political; social; 
educational, artistic; and religious intuitions) 
 
Chapter 1 - “Origin” of Civilizations in West Asia and North Africa” 
 



What are major difference between the Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras?  How did rivers influence 
the development of civilization?  How did the Sumerians meet needs basic to living in human 
society?  How did geography account for differences in the political and religious developments 
of Mesopotamia Egypt?  What evidence does Basil Davidson provide to support is thesis that in 
antiquity and the Middle Ages, Europeans regarded Africans as “Different but Equal “ ? ** 
Terms: history, Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Herodustus, civilization, Neanderthal Man, artifacts, 
systematic agricultural; Euphrates River, Tigris River, Nile River, Indus River, Yellow River, 
Sumer, Eurocentric, Sargon, Semites, anthropomorphic gods, Enlil, Epic of Gilgamesh, ziggart, 
cuneiform, Hammurabi, Babylon, Marduk, Nubia, cateracts, Menes, Osiris, Iris, Horus, Hyksos, 
ahmose, Thutmose III, Akhenaten, Tutankhamen, Amon-Re, Old Kingdom, New Kingdom, 
Hittities. 
 
Chapter 2 - “ Small Kingdoms and Mighty Empires in the Near East” 
 
How do the authors of A History of World Societies and Africanist Basil Davidson conflict over 
the interaction between the ancient Egyptians and the ancient Nubians?  What are explanations 
for the survival of the Jewish religion for more than 3500 years?  What are similarities and 
difference between marriage customs in Mesopotamia and Egypt?  What are major difference 
between the Assyrian and Persian Empires?  Terms: Phoenicia, Yahweh-Hebrew Covenant, 
Abraham, the Hebrew Exodus, Ten Commandments, “ Promise Land,” Saul, David Soloman, 
Judah, infanticide, circumcision, Nineveh, Tiglath-pilser III, Medes, Persepolis Cyrus the Great, 
Darius, satrapy, Zoroastrianism, Ahuramazda, Ahriman. 
 
Chapter 3 -  “Building the Foundation of Indian Society to ca 200 B. C.” 
 
Chapter 7 -  Asian Empires, The Age of Empire in China, pp. 183-193. 
 
How did the principal beliefs of Hinduism and Buddhism differ?  In what ways did Ashoka’s 
reign constitute an advancement in Indian History?  TERMS: Indus River, Ganges River, 
Khyber Pass, Mohenjo-daro, Aryans, Rigveda, Delhi, Brahman, caste system, untouchables, 
ascertism, samsara ( tramigration of souls), Karma, moksha, atman, Brahma, Upanishads, 
dharma, Bagavad Gita, Siva and Vishhnu, Jainism, Mahavira, Buddha, Four Noble Truths, “ ” 
Eightfold Path ,” Theravada ( Lesser Vehicle), Mahayana ( Larger Vehicle), Chandragupta, 
Ashoka, Conquest of Kalinga (ca. 261 B.C )  
 
 

* Answer all questions in outline form.  Develop a written identification for each key 
term.  Where possible emphasize time frame, geographical area, and uniqueness for each term.  
Identify on a map all place names.   
 

** Refer to Basil Davidson’s video, “Different but Equal. “ 
 
 


