
HIS 132 
WORLD HISTORY 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
World History 132 provides you with a fundamental knowledge of 
the past from circa 1500 through the present.  It encompasses a study of Africa, Asia, Europe and 
the Americas.  
 
TEXTBOOK (Additional reading may also be required.)  
 
The instructor may choose the from the following: 
 
Spodek, Howard.  The World's History.  Volume II.  Upper Saddle 
 River, NJ: Prentice Hall, Inc.  1998. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
For world societies and historical periods studied, you will: 
 
1.  Know key personalities. 

a. Recall names of key personalities, their countries, their significant accomplishments           
and their contributions to world culture. 

     b. Relate key personalities to their historical periods. 
 
2. Understand significant events. 

a. Specify dates, places, and circumstances of significant events in the origin and      
development of world societies and historical periods studied. 
b.  Identify themes of historical development, such as development of political       
institutions, social and religious movements, population displacement, cultural       
diffusion, and patterns of conflict and cooperation.  

 c. Explain causes of significant events and historical developments, including the      
interrelationship of economic, political, social, psychological and technical forces. 

 d. Describe cultural contributions in science, art, music 
     and/or literature. 
 
3. Understand major religious and philosophical concepts.  
 a. Define concepts. 
 b. Identify critical characteristics of concepts. 
  c. Compare and contrast concepts. 
 d. Explain the impact of concepts on world societies and historical periods studied. 
 
 
 
 



4. Understand social groups. 
a.  Identify groups such as family and kinship groups, majority and minority groups,      
dominant and subordinate groups. 

 b. Define characteristics of groups, such as their status and lifestyles. 
c. Compare and contrast groups and _their characteristics. d. Explain the impact of 
groups      and/or their characteristics on world societies and historical periods studied. 

 
5. Understand geographical features.  
 a. Identify geographical features.  
 b. Define geographical features. 
 c. Compare and contrast geographical features.  
 d. Explain the impact of geography on world societies and historical periods studied. 
 
6. Documented writing objective of the instructor's choice.  Each instructor may compose an      
objective to be approved by IDC and describe the method by which it will be evaluated. 
 
EVALUATION AND MINIMUM STANDARDS 
 
1.  Instruments of Evaluation
 

a. There will be four objective tests (including the final) with a total of 200 questions in       
the course of the semester. 

 
b. Each of the four tests will consist of 50 questions: ten on each of objectives 1 through      
5. 

 
 c. Each of objectives I through 5 will be tested by a total of 40 questions: ten on each test. 
 
 d. The instructor will announce means of evaluating Objective 6. 
 
2. Tests Coverage and Administration*
 
 Test 1 will be administered prior to mid_term.  
 Test 2 will be administered according to the University's mid_term examination dates. 
 Test 3 will fall between mid_term and the final.  

Test 4 will be administered on the date designated by the University's final exam 
schedule. 

 
 * The instructor will announce dates for the exams. 
 
 
 
3. Minimum Standards for Achieving Objectives
 
 To achieve any one of objectives 1 through 6, you must earn an average of 70%. 4.  
 
  
 
 
Grading by Objectives 



 
To earn a grade of A, you must earn an overall average of 90% and achieve objectives 2 
and 6 and two other objectives. 

 
To earn a grade of B, you must earn an overall average of 80% and achieve objectives 2 
and 6 and two other objectives. 

 
*  To earn a grade of C, you must earn an overall average of 70% and achieve objective 2 
and 6 and two other 

 
Objectives. 
 
To earn a grade of D, you must earn an overall average of 60% 
 
If you fail to earn an overall average of 60%, you will 
     receive a grade of F. 
 
* If you fail to achieve a C, you must repeat the course. 
 
THE HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY AND HUMANITIES ASSISTANCE CENTER 
 
Students in World History may receive tutoring and remediation from the History, Geography 
and Humanities Assistance Center, located in Patterson Hall 137.  Hours are posted. 
 
DIAGNOSTIC TESTING AND REMEDIATION 
 
The instructor may require students to take a Diagnostic Test and may recommend that students 
obtain remediation in course objectives from the History, Geography and Humanities Assistance 
Center.  Answering correctly fewer than four out of five questions in any course objective on the 
Diagnostic Test will be sufficient to warrant recommendation of remediation in that objective. 
 
THE PILOT 
 
In addition to this syllabus, students are expected to follow ASU's official student handbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        January 10, 2001 
 



History 132 Students: 
 
Dear Students: 
 
 Welcome back to Alabama State University.  I trust you had a wonderful holiday season!  
It is time to return to the business of completing your University College History requirements. 
 
 The textbook for this course is The World History by Spodek.  You will need to secure a 
textbook.   History is a Reading Course!!!  You must read your text in order to be successful and 
knowledgeable for this class. 
 
 I look forward to working with you.  We too are making history.  We have officially 
entered into a new millennium.  We have crossed from the twentieth century into the twenty-first 
century.  I will ask that you arm yourself with an open mind.  The people we will discuss from 
past centuries did not accomplish tasks or live their lives like we do, and they will not have the 
benefits of technology either.  Just because they completed their tasks differently does not mean 
it wrong their methods were just different.   
 
 If you have questions please feel free to ask.  There is a History/Geography Lab located 
in 137 Patterson Hall; avail yourself of this lab as well. 
 
 I wish you well, and if there is anything I can do to help you successfully complete your 
study of History, you have only to ask. 
 
         Sincerely, 
 
        
 
         Theresa Hill Cannon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


