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Instructor:    Bertis English 
Office:     211 G. W. Trenholm Hall 

Office Hours:        10 AM-12 PM MWF 
         11 AM-1 PM T, Th 
Telephone number:       (334) 229-4368 
 
 
Prerequisites 
 None 
 
Credit hours 
 3.0 
 
Required Textbooks 

George B. Tindall and David E. Shi, America:  A Narrative History, 6th ed. (New York:  W. W. Norton and 
Company, 2004) ISBN 0393978125 

David E. Shi and Holly A. Mayer, For the Record:  A Documentary History of America, 2nd ed., vol.2:  From 
Reconstruction through Contemporary Times (New York:  W. W. Norton and Company, 2004) ISBN 
0393924459 

Elizabeth Cobbs Hoffman Jon Gjerde, eds., Major Problems in American History, vol. 2:  Since 1865 (Boston:  
Houghton Mifflin, 2002) ISBN 0618061347 

 
COMPANION WEBSITE  
 http://www.wwnorton.com/america6/ 
 
Required Supplemental Sources  

Throughout the semester, a number of primary and secondary sources that students will be required to read and to 
discuss for credit will be either placed on reserve at Levi Watkins Learning Center or distributed during class.  In addition 
to the textbook and to the required primary and secondary sources, students are encouraged to use the numerous online 
resources that are currently available—among them, the website for the required textbooks—in order to have additional 
perspectives concerning issues presented and discussed during the semester.   
  
 
Course Description 
 As described in the Alabama State University General Undergraduate Catalog, 1999-2001, History 252 is a 
“basic course in American history” that covers the post-American Civil War years to the present.  “Economic, social and 
cultural developments are emphasized; and attention is given to such areas as…Reconstruction, growth of American 
economic institutions, emergence of big business and the role of the United States as a world power.”  To the extent that it 
is neither possible nor necessarily desirable to have a truly encyclopedic knowledge of American history, an aim of 
History 252 is to focus on topics that many authors, historians, researchers, students have considered controversial, 
interesting, or significant.   
 
 
Course Objectives 

History 252 serves a number of general and subject-specific objectives.   
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artime, the presidential, the 

GENERAL  
Included in the general objectives are the following: 

1. understanding and utilizing such historical methodologies, resources and tools as academic libraries, 
archives and the Internet to explore, to analyze, to assess “historical” events and personalities; 

2. thinking as critically, as analytically, as objectively as possible; 
3. identifying social “problems” (discrimination, prejudice, “racism”) and assessing such problems 

conceptually; 
4. developing useful general and collegiate-level communication skills (note-taking, vocabulary building, a 

command of lecture and of other materials, essay formation, 
Internet manipulation, time management, priority setting); 

5. promoting civility, toleration, civil discourse; 
6. encouraging and facilitating the further study of history. 

 
SUBJECT-SPECIFIC  

Included in the subject-specific objectives are the following: 
• discussing major issues relative to the legal, political, social, 

educational developments and agencies of nineteenth-century 
Reconstruction—specifically, terminology; the importance and the 
effects of the American Civil War to the disunited United States; the w
congressional plans for reconstructing the “American” states; so-called “Black” Reconstruction; the 
overthrow of Republicans—as well as the historiography of the period; 

• evaluating significant social, political, educational, environmental developments during the presidencies of 
Andrew Johnson, Ulysses Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes—for example, the conflicts between Johnson and 
“radical” Republicans; the impeachment of Johnson; the Freedmen’s Bureau; philanthropic activities of 
missionary societies; the further developing of an autonomous “Black Church”; the rise of the Ku Klux Klan; 
Jim Crowism; “Gilded-age” business and politics; the growth of unionism; nineteenth-century women’s rights 
pushes; immigration; urbanization;  

• exploring and assessing agrarianism and its institutional byproducts from the immediate postwar period until 
circa 1896, paying particular attention to the Granger, the Populist and other so-called “grass-roots” 
movements and the participation—or the lack thereof—of such social minorities as “Black” persons;  

• examining American-style neutrality, isolationism, imperialism during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries; 

• examining and assessing the involvement of the United States in international affairs during the World War I 
era; 

• specifying why countless federal government officials and American citizens desired cultural, diplomatic, 
social change after circa 1918; 

• reviewing the multifaceted 1920s:  from music (blues, ragtime, jass) to violence (the rebirth of the Ku Klux 
Klan, “race”-related killings) to popular technological and commercial change (movies, cars, radios, 
airplanes) to economics (consumerism) to social issues (discrimination, xenophobia) to politics; 

• evaluating the causes and the effects of the international depression of the 1920s and the 1930s; the 
ascendance of Franklin D. Roosevelt to the highest political office of America; the programs and the 
consequences of the New Deals, especially on American Southerners and “Negroes”; 

• recounting the involvement of the United States in international affairs during the World War II era; 
• examining the roles of the United States during the Cold War (origins, key developments, consequences), 

especially the roles of such policymakers as Joseph McCarthy; 
• discussing and noting the interrelatedness and the importance of the human and the civil rights and other 

movements, including labor and antiwar efforts, during the second half of the twentieth century. 
 
 
Methods, Basic Assumptions and Counseling 

The instructor will present lectures, allow as much discussion as time and other parameters will permit, manage 
audio and video presentations, administer examinations (the core of evaluation).  History 252 II is a course that has no 
prerequisites, such as introductory English, but the instructor assumes each student will write intelligibly and intelligently.  
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Therefore, examination grades will be reduced for excessive grammatical and spelling errors.  (“A Guide for Historical 
Writing” will be distributed to each student at the outset of the semester, and each student is encouraged to use it.) 
 The office hours of the instructor are detailed at the top of the syllabus.  Concerns should be discussed during 
these times.  However, if this is not possible because students have courses or previous appointments that can be verified, 
then students should make appointments, which are generally accepted, to conference with the instructor when their 
schedules permit. 

Any student whose class average is fifty-nine (59) after the second exam must make an appointment with the 
instructor to discuss class performance and other concerns.  Students who are not failing at this point do not have to make 
an appointment with the instructor but should remain cognizant that satisfactory performance midway through the 
semester does not guarantee a passing mark at the end of the semester.  Only continued satisfactory performance will 
ensure a student passes the course. 
 
 

 
 
Major Examinations and Quizzes  

There will be three in-class exams, whose formats will be as follows:  one fill-in-the-blank section; one 
identification section; one map, or geography, section (if applicable); one short essay section; and one long essay section.  
In addition to lecture material, there will be either an outside reading or a textbook assignment for each exam.  This 
assignment will be announced before the examination and can, but not necessarily will, form the basis of the short or the 
long essay sections of the exam.  (Each section will be explained further at least one class period before the first regular 
exam.)   

All exams will be administered at CH 226 during regular class sessions.  Exams one through 3 will be 
comprehensive; the final exam will not.  For no reason will the day and the time of the final examination—Wednesday, 5 
May, 8-10 AM—be compromised or altered.  Therefore, all students, as well as the guardians of all students, should not 
make plans to leave campus that will conflict with the final examination schedule. 
 
EXAM POLICIES 

There are several rules governing regular and make-up examinations.  
 
Regular Exams 

No student will be allowed to begin an exam after the first student who submits a test to the instructor leaves the 
room in which the exam is being administered.  Further, no student will be allowed to leave the room once he or she has 
begun the exam until after he or she has submitted the exam to the instructor.  As importantly, under no circumstance will 
a student be allowed to come to class the day of the regularly scheduled exam, look at the test, decide that he or she would 
rather take a make-up exam and return the exam to the instructor.   
 
Make-up Exams 

A make-up exam is a privilege the instructor reserves the right to deny unless “officially approved…by the Office of 
Student Affairs” and is only given if a regularly scheduled exam is missed and an absence is excused.  All make-up exams 
must be taken within one week after a student returns to class.  The material of the make-up exam will be the same 
material of the regular exam; however, all make-up exams can be comprised of a series of short essays, objective material, 
identifications, or a combination thereof. 
 
EXAM SCHEDULE 
 Exam I       Week 04 (01-07 February) 
         Grade __________ 
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 Exam II       Week 08 (29 February-06 March) 
         Grade __________ 
 
 Exam III      Week 13 (4 April-10 April) 
         Grade __________ 
 
 Exam IV (Final Examination)     Week 17 (5 May)  
 
QUIZZES  
 Each student is expected to come to each class prepared for the lecture and is, therefore, encouraged to be familiar 
with the information that will be presented during lecture before class begins.  To help facilitate this practice and, 
moreover, classroom discussions, ten unannounced quizzes will be given during the course of the semester.  Each quiz will 
be worth ten points.  Accordingly, each student can earn as many as 100 points, which can be used to replace the lowest 
examination score.  If a student selects this option, then only the aggregate score from all ten examinations will be used—
each missed quiz will constitute a zero.  The policies that govern regular and make-up exams apply to quizzes.   
 
 
Reading Report 
 Each student will be required to make a written report on a book he or she selects.  The book must pertain to one 
of the subject-specific objectives detailed above and, when possible, be published by an academic, or university, press.  
Additional criteria for the reading report, which differs from a book review in a number of ways, as well as grading 
criteria, will be discussed during week three.   
 
READING REPORT SCHEDULE     
 Book Approval       30 January (Twenty points, or 20%, of overall grade) 
         Grade __________ 
          
 Report Due Date      02 April (Eighty points, or 80%, of overall grade) 
         Grade __________ 
 

Books must be selected and approved by 30 January.  A five-point penalty will be imposed on each book approved 
thereafter.  Likewise, all reports must be submitted by 02 April.  A ten-point penalty will be imposed on each report 
submitted after 10 AM 02 April.  All reports will be returned 30 April 2004.   
 
 
Grading 

All exams and the reading report will be worth 100 points.  Accordingly, 
each student can earn as many as 500 points.  The course grade of each student 
will be determined by dividing all points accumulated by the total number of 
points available (500).  The average will then be assigned a corresponding letter 
grade:  1 [or 100 percent] to .90=A; .89 to .80=B; .79 to .70=C; .69 to .60=D; .59 
to zero=F.  If, for instance, a student earns sixty points on exam one, seventy 
points on exam two, seventy-five points on exam three, eighty points on exam 
four and ninety points on the book report, then he or she will have earned 375 
points during the semester.  This number (375) will then be divided by 500 to 
determine an average—here, .75.  Thus, the student will be assigned a C for the 
course.   

Exam 1   60 
Exam 2   70 
Exam 3   75 
Exam 4   80 
Reading Report  90
   375/500=.75 (C) 
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Each student will be allowed to review his or her exam within two weeks after the exam is taken, and each exam 
will be returned to the instructor promptly thereafter.  Students are responsible for maintaining an accurate record of their 
performances and are, therefore, encouraged to record the grades they earn on exams one, two and three at the spaces 
provided above.   

Final grades will not be disseminated via electronic (E-) mail or by telephone inasmuch as these are not secure 
means, so the privacy and other rights of students might be violated.  Similarly, no grade will be sent through postal mail.  
All final examinations will be kept by the instructor himself for one academic year but can be viewed by students when 
the schedule of the instructor will permit after 1 June 2004.   
 
 
Attendance  

As per the official class attendance policy of Alabama State University that was adopted by the University Board 
of Trustees 25 September 2003, every “student is expected to attend all lectures, seminars, laboratories and field work for 
each registered class, including the first class session” (meaning the first official date of classes, 12 January 2004).  

“Attendance,” the policy continues, “is required to verify official enrollment and continuance 
in each course.  When students are absent from class for authorized [reasons, such] as death in 
the family, illness, hindrance by true emergency situations or University activities, they will 
be allowed to make up the assignments/examinations they missed.”  However, instructors “are 
not obligated to provide [make-up] opportunities for students who are absent, unless the 
absences have been officially approved.  Official excuses can be obtained from the Office of 
Student Affairs.”  Each student should note, none the less, that an “officially excused 
absence…merely gives the individual who [misses] the class an opportunity to make up the 
work and in no way excuses him or her from completing the course requirements. 
 
TARDINESS AND “SPECIAL CONSIDERATION” 

Regarding tardiness, if a student comes to class late, meaning one minute after class 
has begun officially, then it is his or her responsibility to inform the instructor at the end of the 
class period that he or she arrives late; otherwise, the absence of the student will stand.  Note, 

please, that if the door of the classroom is closed, then do not attempt to enter the room and that three late attendances 
equal one unexcused absence.   

The instructor considers regular attendance, preparedness and active class participation essential parts of the 
“collegiate experience.”  For this reason, students who have made meaningful contributions to class discussions and who 
amass no more than three unexcused absences will be eligible for “special consideration” if her or if his final grade is 
“borderline”—for example, an 89 or an 88.  No final average will be raised more than two points.  The instructor cannot 
use tardiness to penalize a student; however, the instructor will consider how many times a student has been late when 
exploring “special-consideration” options.   
 
 
Students With Disabilities 
 “Alabama State University is firmly committed to the principle of providing equal educational opportunities for 
individuals with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 0f 1793 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.  Questions that may arise regarding university compliance and/or requests for reasonable 
accommodations should be directed to the Vice President for Administrative Services, Alabama State University, P.O. 
Box 271, Montgomery, Ala. 36101-0271; (334) 229-6994.”   
 In addition to the Vice President for Administrative Services, students “with documented special needs” should 
inform the instructor of the course as soon as possible.  Students should also “contact the University Counseling Center at 
(334) 229-4392 or the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at (334) 229-6995.” 
 
 
Honesty and Harassment  

Honesty “in academics, as well as in other matters, is expected of everyone at [Alabama State University].  It is 
the obligation of all to adhere to this [standard; individuals] are expected not to cheat or be dishonest, not to create the 
appearance of being dishonest, and not to contribute to or condone the dishonesty of others.” 
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Alabama State University “will not tolerate discrimination or 
harassment of its students.  Any form of discrimination or 
harassment related to a student’s [“race”,] color, sex, religion, 
national origin, age, or disability.”  Any bona fide violation of this 
policy, “which is intended to cover any harassment of or 
discrimination against a student by other students, employees, or 
University [agents,] should be reported to the Office of the Vice 
President for Student Affairs.  Any student reporting such action 
retains confidentiality and privacy rights.” 
 
 
Withdrawals and Incompletes  

As per the official class attendance policy of Alabama State 
University, “It is the responsibility of the student to withdraw from 
the University or drop a course, within the allowed timeframe, when this is the desired course of action.”  A “student may 
[withdraw, or drop courses,] without penalty from a course prior to [midterm; the] deadline date for withdrawing from a 
course” is Tuesday, 9 March.  When “a student, as a result of emergency circumstances, is forced to withdraw from a 
course after the established withdrawal date for the term, the student may petition, in writing, the dean of the school in 
which the course is offered for approval to withdraw from the course”; however, a “student many not withdraw from a 
course after the deadline if he or she is failing.”   

 

The last day to withdraw from ASU and receive an 80 percent refund is Tuesday, 27 January.  The last day to 
withdraw and receive a 60 percent refund is Tuesday, 3 February.  The last day to withdraw and receive a 40 percent 
refund and to pay promissory notes is Tuesday, 10 February.  If the promissory note is not paid in full by this date (10 
February), then spring registration will be cancelled. 

An “I” (Incomplete) can be “assigned in instances in which some relatively minor unit of work or…scheduled 
examination is not completed because of illness or some other reason acceptable to the” instructor of the course; to “yield 
credit for a course for which a grade of ‘I’ has been assigned, course requirements must be completed by the end of the 
next semester of enrollment, not to exceed two calendar years.  Otherwise, the grade ‘I’ will be final, and the student will 
be required to re-enroll in the course in order to earn credit.” 
 
 
“Special Notices” 

Each student should be cognizant of the following: 
1. it is the responsibility of each student to make sure that he or she is enrolled in and attending the correct course, 

especially if he or she changes sections or is enrolled administratively; if a “student improperly adds a course and 
does not process a drop/add form through the Registrar’s Office, no credit will be allowed; and he or she will not 
receive a grade for the course”;  

2. if a student decides “to register and decides not to attend [class,] or stops attending [class,] the course must be 
officially dropped through the Registrar’s Office, or a grade of ‘F’ [can] be recorded by the instructor”; 

3. in addition to eating, to drinking, to sleeping, to operating electronic equipment (whose audio levels should be turned 
to “off” before being brought into the classroom), unauthorized reading or talking is not permitted during class; if an 
electronic device sounds, then its possessor can be asked to leave the classroom; 

4. students are encouraged to communicate all major personal concerns to the instructor as soon as possible, especially 
such matters that might affect class performance adversely as serious illness and family deaths; 

5. students are asked to remove such headgear and face wear as hats, caps, bandanas and sun glasses before entering the 
room in which the class meets, especially each exam day; 

6. students who arrive late are asked not to walk between the instructor and his or her classmates; 
7. students who need to leave class early must inform the instructor before class and are asked to sit near the door and 

leave the classroom as quietly as possible;  
8. if a student becomes physically ill during class, then he or she should inform the instructor or a classmate (so help can 

be obtained [if needed]); 
9. generally, the instructor does not “curve” collective class grades or allow students to earn “extra credit”; if this policy 

changes, however, then all students will be afforded the same opportunities; 
10. students should become familiar with emergency procedures, evacuation instructions, exits; 
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11. students “receiving veterans benefits are required to attend classes according to the regulations of the Veterans 
Administration, in addition to those requirements set by the University for all students”; 

12. the exam return policy does not apply to make-up exams; these exams will be graded and returned to students as soon 
as the instructor can; 

13. in “addition to the syllabus, students are expected to follow ASU’s official student handbook”; 
14. the syllabus is tentative, and the instructor reserves the right to make as many changes to the rules, to the regulations, 

to the procedures, to the policies detailed herein as he deems necessary, including (but not limited to) unannounced 
quizzes or to outside assignments, which can affect course grades. 

 
 

 
 
Units and Assigned Readings 
Unit I:  “Unfinished Business”—Nineteenth-century, or “First,” Reconstruction  

Tindall and Shi, America, chs. 18-19 
Henry W. Grady, “The New South,” in Mayer and Shi, For the Record, 24-25 
Richard Lowe, “Willis Augustus Hodges:  ‘We Are Now Coming to New Things,’” in  
Charles W. Calhoun, ed., The Human Tradition in America from the Colonial Era 
through Reconstruction, 297-307 (Library Reserve) 
Howell Cobb, “An Unreconstructed Southerner,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 11-
12 
Eric Foner, “The Odds Against the Success of Reconstruction were Great,” in Major 
Problems, 27-37 
Chief Joseph, “An Indian’s Perspective,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 42-44 

    Exam I  
     
Unit II:  “An Atmosphere of Unrest” and “Provocative “Isms”:  Agrarianism, “Racism”, Unionism, Big Business 

and Third-party Politics at the United States of America, 1870s-1890s  
   Tindall and Shi, America, chs. 20-21 

Theodore Dreiser, “The Lure of the City,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 74-76 
   “Black Codes of Mississippi,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 8-10 

Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) and Robert G. Ingersoll, “Should the Chinese be 
Excluded,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 88-92 
Oscar Handlin, “The Uprooted,” in Major Problems, 81-85 
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, “A Black Woman’s Appeal for Civil Rights,” in For the 
Record, 93-94 

 
Unit III: …a Matter of Political Opportunism and Noblesse Oblige?  Nationalism, Expansionism and the Populist 

and Progressive Movements  
Tindall and Shi, chs. 21 (cont.)-24  
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Rebecca Edwards, “Mary Lease and the Sources of Populist Protest,” in Ballard C. 
Campbell, ed., The Human Tradition in the Gilded Age and Progressivism, 53-68 
(Library Reserve) 
Mary A. Lease, “The Money Question,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 101-102 
Mayer William Jennings Bryan, “The ‘Cross of Gold’ Speech,” in Shi and Mayer, For 
the Record, 106-110 
Jane Addams, “The Subjective Necessity for Social Settlements,” in Shi and Mayer, For 
the Record, 128-131  
Gail Bederman, “Gendering Imperialism:  Theodore Roosevelt’s Quest for Manhood and 
Empire,” in Major Problems, 107-114 
Richard Hofstadter, “The Status Revolution and Progressive Leaders,” in Major 
Problems, 134-139 
Exam II  

 
Unit IV: “From a Military to Socioeconomic Wars”—The United States of America during the Interwar Years and 

Beyond 
 Tindall and Shi, America, chs. 25-30 

Woodrow Wilson, “The League of Nations,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 177-178 
 Henry Cabot Lodge, “The League of Nations Must be Revisited,” in Shi and Mayer, For 

the Record, 179-181 
“The Need for Immigration Restriction,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 189-191 
Immigration Act of 1924, in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 191-193 
F. Scott Fitzgerald Reveals Attitudes about Gender and Race in The Great Gatsby, 1925,” 
in Major Problems, 193-195 
“Inaugural Address of United States President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1 March 
1933)” (Classroom Distribution)  
“John Steinbeck Portrays the Outcast Poor in The Grapes of Wrath, 1939,” in Major 
Problems, 220-222 

 Exam III  
 
Unit V:  “Reconstructing Reconstruction”:  Twentieth-century, or “Second,” Reconstruction and Beyond 

Tindall and Shi, America, chs. 31-35 
John Lewis, “Bloody Sunday,” in Jon Meacham, ed., Voices in Our Blood:  America’s 
Best on the Civil Rights Movement, 292-318 (Library Reserve) 
Joseph McCarthy, “Democrats and Communists,” in Shi and Mayer, For the Record, 
293-294 
Betty Friedan, Excerpt from The Feminist Mystique, included in Shi and Mayer, For the 
Record, 309-311 
EXAM IIV (Final Exam [5 May 2004]) 

 
[All information and materials presented during class or assigned are applicable for examination.] 

 
 
Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although “an enterprise fraught with dangers,” “of all our studies, [it] is best qualified to reward our research.” 
—C. Vann Woodward and Malcolm X 


