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I. Faculty Listing:

 
PHL 201: Logical Reasoning (3 credit hours) 
 

II.      Description: 
 

To satisfactorily complete the course, a student must earn a grade of 
“C.”  The course is designed to help students assess information and 
arguments and to improve their ability to reason in a clear and logical 
way.  The course concentrates specifically on helping students learn 
some of the various uses of languages, understand how different kinds 
of inferences are drawn, and learn to recognize fallacies of ambiguity, 
presumption, and relevance. 

 
III.     Purpose: 
 

Many students do not reason soundly and do not distinguish correct 
from incorrect reasoning.  Hence, the aim of this course is to give 
students experience in learning to recognize and evaluate arguments; it 
also aims at teaching them to construct arguments that are reasonable 
and defensible.  It is designed as a basic course to improve the reasoning 
skills of students.  After completing this course successfully, students 
should show improvements in reading comprehension, writing, and test-
taking skills. 
 

IV.       Course Objectives: 
 
 1. Comprehend concepts 1-9 on the attached list. 

 
a)  Define each concept 
b)  Identify the meaning of each concept as it applies to logic.                                        



 
                2.  Comprehend how these concepts function in logical reasoning. 

 
a)  Given examples from the text of each concept, correctly identify 
      the concept. 
 
b)  Given new examples of each concept, correctly identify the 
      concept. 

 
3. Comprehend concepts 10-16 on the attached list. 
 

 a)  Define the concepts 
 b)  Identify the meaning of the concept as it applies to logic. 
 

4. Comprehend how these concepts function in logical reasoning. 
a)  Given examples from the text of each concept, correctly identify  
      the concept. 

                      b) Given new examples of each concept, correctly identify the 
                           concept. 

 
5. Comprehend concepts 17-23 on the attached sheet. 

 
 a) Define the concepts. 
 b) Identify the meaning of the concept as it applies to logic. 
 

6. Comprehend how the fallacies of ambiguity function in logical 
reasoning. 

 
 a) Given examples from the text of each concept, correctly identify 
     the concept. 
 
 b) Given new examples of each concept, correctly identify the 
     concept. 

         
7. Comprehend concepts 24-34 on the attached list.  
 

  a) Define each concept. 
  b) Identify the meaning of each concept as it applies to logic. 

                       
8. Comprehend how the fallacies of presumption function in logical 

                       reasoning. 
 



a) Given examples from the text of each fallacy, correctly 
identify the fallacy. 

 
b) Given new examples of each fallacy, correctly identify the 

fallacy.  
 
9. Comprehend concepts 35-44 on the attached list. 

 
a) Define each concept.  

 
b) Identify the meaning of each concept as it applies to logic. 

 
10.  Comprehend how fallacies of relevance relate to logical reasoning. 
 

a) Given examples from the text of each fallacy, correctly 
identify the fallacy. 

 
b) Given new examples of each fallacy, correctly identify the 

fallacy. 
 
 

 11. Comprehend the fallacies of ambiguity, presumption, and relevance 
       addressed in chapters 3, 4, and 5 of the class text. 
 

a) Given 80 examples of each fallacy (i.e., 20 examples of 
ambiguity, 30 examples of presumption, and 30 examples of 
relevance) arguments correctly identify the fallacy . 

 
 12. Given a topic, write a 500 word essay in which you apply your 
        mastery of valid and logical reasoning to the construction of 
        arguments that are reasonable, clear, and compelling. (Note: This 
        objective can be modified according to the discretion of the 
        professor.) 
 

V. Evaluation and Minimum Standards:  
 

      Objectives 1 and 2 will be tested on examination 1. The examination 
will be multiple-choice.  It will have a total of 40 questions: 20 relating 
to objective 1 and 20 relating to objective 2. To achieve either objective, 
a student must correctly answer 13 of the 20 questions.  
 
 



Objectives 3 and 4 will be tested on examination 2. This multiple-choice 
          examination will have a total of 40 questions (with 20 questions relating to 
          each objective).  To achieve either objective a student must correctly answer 
          13 of the 20 questions on each objective. 

 
      Objectives 5 and 6 will be tested on examination 3 (mid-term test). This 
multiple-choice examination will have a total of 40 questions (with 20 
questions relating to each objective).  To achieve either objective, a student 
must correctly answer 13 of the 20 questions on each objective.   
 
       Objectives 7 and 8 will be tested on examination 4. This multiple-
choice examination will have a total of 40 questions (with 20 questions 
relating to each objective).  To achieve either objective, a student must 
correctly answer 13 of the 20 questions on each objective. 
 
       Objective 9 and 10 will be tested on examination 5. This multiple- 
choice examination will have a total of 40 questions (with 20 questions 
relating to each objective). To achieve either objective, a student must 
correctly answer13 of the 20 questions on each objective. 
     
       Objective 11 will be tested on the final examination.  This examination 
will be 80 multiple-choice questions covering chapters 3, 4, and 5 of the 
text.  To achieve this objective, a student must correctly answer 52 of the 
80 questions on the text. 
   
       Objective 12 will be tested by a topical essay.  For the minimum 
standards, refer to Standards for the Essay on the following page. 
 
       Students who fail so many objectives that they are in danger of failing 
the course, may be allowed to retake one test (with the concurrence of the 
instructor regarding the test to be taken).  The score of the last test taken 
will be the grade given. Retake tests must be completed before the week of 
the final examinations. 
 
Grading: 

 
To pass the course with a grade of “C,” a student must pass eight 
objectives, including either objective 11 or 12 or both. 
 
To pass the course with a grade of “B,” a student must earn a 
satisfactory on objective 12 and pass 8 of the remaining 11 



objectives with a cumulative score of 210 points on the 
examinations. 
 
To pass the course with a grade of “A,” a student must earn a 
satisfactory on objective 12 and pass 9 of the remaining 11 
objectives with a cumulative score of 238 points on the 
examinations. 
 
To pass the course with a grade of “D,” a student must pass 6 of the 
12 objectives. 
 
Students completing the course and not qualifying for a D grade will 
receive an F. 
 
Standards for the Essay (Objective 12) 
 
Essays will be graded as satisfactory or unsatisfactory.  A 
satisfactory essay will have all the elements listed in (1), (2), and (3) 
below: 
 
(1) An introductory section with a clearly stated conclusion or 

thesis which the writer wishes to defend; 
  

(2) Succeeding paragraphs that develop the argument with sound 
                                evidence and valid reasoning;  (a  maximum of three 
                                logical fallacies will be excused in a 500-word essay) ; 

  
(3) Management of language reflecting correct grammar, 

spelling, 
           punctuation, and appropriate usage and of connectives and 
           transitions.  A maximum of 12 total errors will be excused in 
           a 500-word essay. 

 
 Essays not meeting the standards above will be rated unsatisfactory. 
 
 Major Grammatical Errors:
 
 1.        Misspelled words, and incorrect punctuation 
 2. Failure to make subject and verb agree 
 3. Fused sentences and fragments 
 4. Unwarranted shifts in tenses and person 
 5. Pronoun reference problems 



 6. Misuse of words 
 
 VII. Resources
 
 Text: With Good Reason, 6th edition, by S. Morris Engel.  Students 
will also be expected to obtain relevant material from the internet --- and 
media sources --- as they apply to class content. 
 
 VIII. Attendance Policy: 
 
 Class participation is expected, and any student whose absences 
exceed five (if the class meets three times per week, and three --- if it meets 
twice per week) is in danger of failing the course.  Excuses for absences 
must be obtained from the Office of Student Affairs.  
 . 
 
 IX. Schedule/Calendar: 
 
 The following is a weekly schedule of readings and lectures.  Since 
the course focuses on analysis, students are expected to complete all of the 
assigned exercises.  The student is responsible for all materials in the 
Readings-and-Discussion schedule.  This schedule may be adjusted by the 
instructor in keeping with the needs of the class. 
 
Class  Weeks   Readings-and-Discussion Schedule 
 
 1   General introduction to the course;  
    explanation of the context of the  
    syllabus; grading requirements, etc.; Part I  
    On LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (pp.  
    2-3). Chapter 1.  THE NATURE AND SCOPE   
    OF LOGIC, pp.4-10.  Recognition of the  
    elements and  structure of an argument;  
    define inference, premise, and  
    conclusion.  Exercise in recognizing  
    arguments. 
  
 2    Chapter 1, pp. 10-20.  Distinguish  
    between argumentative and non-argumenta- 
    tive functions in language.  Extensive  
    concentration on in-class analysis of  
    examples of arguments and non-arguments  



    furnished by students from newspapers,  
    magazines, current events, etc. 
 
 3   Chapter 1, pp. 21-54.  Identifying  
    missing components in arguments; a  
    general discussion of the differ- 
    ences between inductive and deductive  
    arguments and methodologies; and an-  
    alyzing how to evaluate arguments; i.e.,  
    define and discuss truth, validity, soundness. 
 
    EXAMINATON ON CHAPTER I. 
  
 4   Chapter 2.  The medium of Language, pp.  
    59-74  Discussion of the relationship betw- 
    een thought and language, the differences 
    between natural signs and conventional  
    symbols, and the relationship between words  
    and things.  Analyzing how language is used,  
    e.g., ceremonial, informative, emotive, and 
                                           directive functions. 
 
 5   Chapter 2, pp. 74-89.  Emphasizing the  
    importance of eliminating ambiguity  
    and vagueness in the use of language;  
    distinguish the differences between  
    verbal disputes and real disputes; analyzing 
    the elements of a definition; avoiding the  
    use of cliches and jargon. 
 
    EXAMINATION ON CHAPTER 2. 
 
 6   Part 2. INFORMAL FALLACIES, pp.94-96.   
    Students are expected at prescribed times to  
    furnish for in-class discussion and analysis  
    examples of these fallacies found in 
     newspapers, magazines, etc.  During the last  
    four weeks of the semester, students will be  
    required weekly to develop arguments from 
     a scenario or a list of possible topics.  These  
    arguments may be for in class analysis.  
 



    Chapter 3, FALLACIES OF AMBIGUITY. pp. 
    98-118.  Concentration on recognition and   
    analysis of the fallacies of equivocation,  
    amphiboly, and accent. 
 
 7   Chapter 3, pp. 119-138.  Fallacies of 
    Hypostatization, division, composition.  
    Identify the fallacies in the exercise on pp.  
    130-138. 
 
    Mid-Term Examination. 
 
 8-9   Chapter 4.  FALLACIES OF PRESUMPTION,  
    pp. 142-156.  Fallacies of seeping generali- 
    zation, hasty generalization, and bifurcation.   
    Identify the fallacies in the exercises on pp.   
    1546-158. 
 
 10-11   Chapter 4, pp.  158-174. Fallacies of begging  
    the question, question-begging epithets,  
    complex question, and special pleading.   
    Identify the fallacies in the exercises on pp.  
    174-177. 
 
 12-13   Chapter 4, pp.177-198.  Fallacies of false  
    analogy, false cause, slippery' alope, and  
    irrevalent thesis.  Identify the fallacies in  
    the exercises on pp.  198-203. 
 
 14-15   Chapter 5.  FALLACIES OF RELEVANCE, 
     pp. 212-252.  The fallacy, of personal attack:  
    genetic fallacy, abusive ad hominem,  
    circumstantial ad hominem, tu quoque, 
     poisoning the well.  The fallacy of mob  
    appeals, the appeal to ignorance, the appeal  
    to fear.  Summary.  Identify the fallacies in  
    the exercises on pp. 253-260. 
 
    EXAMINATION ON CHAPTER 5. 
 
 16   FINAL EXAMINATION 
 



 
X.   List of Concepts:
 
Concepts one through nine will be tested on examination one, and ten 
through sixteen on examination two. 
 
Concepts seventeen through twenty-three will be tested on examination 
three (mid-term examination). 
 
Concepts twenty-four through thirty-four will be tested on examination 
four. 
 
Concepts thirty-five through forty-four will be tested on examination five. 
 
1. argument   23. composition 
2.        inference   24. sweeping generalization 
3. premise   25. hasty generalization  
4. conclusion   26. bifurcation 
5. inductive argument  27. begging the question 
6. deductive argument            28. question-begging epithets 
7. truth and falsity  29. complex question 
8. validity   30. special pleading 
9. soundness   31. false analogy 
10. natural sign   32. false cause 
11. symbol   33. slippery slope 
12. verbal dispute  34. irrelevant thesis 
13. real dispute   35. genetic fallacy 
14. cliche    36. abusive ad hominem
15. jargon    37. circumstanial ad hominem
16. euphemism   38. tu quoque
17. ambiguity   39. poisoning the well 
18. amphiboly   40. mob appeal 
19. accent    41. appeal to pity 
20. hypostatatization  42. appeal to authority 
21. equivocation   43. appeal to ignorance 
22. division   44. appeal to fear 
 
XI. ADA  Notice  :   Your attention please!  If you have a certified 
disability (seeing, hearing, learning, etc.)  and need class materials in 
alternative formats , please inform your teacher within the next seven days.  
It is most imoprtant that you follow these instructions immediately. 
 



 
 


