
ENGL 1107, Honors Writing Seminar I 
 
Course Description 
 
 This course offers students a more rigorous introduction to college-level writing, with 
special emphasis given to mastering the rhetorical forms of written academic discourse.  
Courses are taught by professorial faculty in the English Department.  Typically, the 
professor builds the course around a theme or topic and assigns students readings in these 
areas.  Because the course is required by the State Articulation Agreement, general 
course requirements are the same as those for ENGL 1100, English Composition I.  
ENGL 1107 is a prerequisite for ENGL 1127, Honors Writing Seminar II. 
 
Course Textbooks, Manuals, or Required Materials 
 
 The Composition Program does not assign required texts for this course.  Individual 
professors select their own texts, which may include fiction and non-fiction texts related 
to the course topic.  The Composition Program does, however, ask that professors use a 
textbook (such as a handbook or rhetoric) specifically designed for writing instruction at 
an advanced level.  
 
Course Objectives 
 
 Specific objectives will vary from professor to professor.  However, all sections of 
ENGL 1107 should address the general objectives given in the Student Guidelines for 
ENGL 1100 and ENGL 1120.  These are: 
 

To write for the educated public.  In principle, this means that students should be able 
to write an organized expository or argumentative essay that develops and supports a 
claim of some kind.  Support should come from effective use of rhetorical resources 
taught in class and, in ENGL 1127, from outside sources correctly documented.  
Students should also be able to write using standard edited English. 

 
To read and critically evaluate non-fiction written texts.  At a minimum, students 
should be able to grasp the argument of a text, evaluate and make judgments about its 
support, and make some judgments about the author’s use of rhetorical resources. 

 
These objectives are typically adjusted to meet the higher expectations of an Honors 
course. 
  
Course Outline of Topics 
 
 The course topics are determined by the major writing assignments given by the 
professor.   As with ENGL 1100, emphasis in ENGL 1107 is on expository writing.  Thus, 
topics for the course will generally follow this pattern: 
 



Essay 1: an essay that analyzes the writer’s experience and draws upon these 
experiences to develop and support a claim of some kind. 
 
Essay 2: an essay that analyzes the writer’s observations and draws upon these 
observations to develop and support a claim of some kind. 

 
Essay 3: a critical analysis of a non-fiction text selected by the instructor, or by 
the student in consultation with the instructor. 

 
Essay 4: an expository essay on a topic assigned by the instructor or agreed upon 
by the instructor and students. 

 
 


