
ENGL 1120, English Composition II 
 
Course Description 
 

This course continues the development of the student’s proficiency in the writing 
process.  It stresses the writing of argumentative essays, with the additional 
requirement that at least one major essay requires research and the documentation of 
the research.  To enroll in ENGL 1120, the student must earn a grade of C or higher 
in ENGL 1100, or must earn a grade of C or higher in a comparable course at another 
university, or must make the following scores on one of the tests listed below: 

 
  Enhanced ACT, English:   30 or above. 
  SAT I: Verbal:    720 or above 
  International Baccalaureate  5 or above 
  Advanced Placement, English 4 or 5 
 
Course Textbooks, Manuals, or Required Materials 
 

Recommended course textbooks typically change from year to year.  In general, 
though, the Composition Program requires the following: 

 
A handbook that will serve as a reference for grammar and mechanics, 
documentation styles (specifically, the Modern Language Association), sentence 
structure and paragraph organization, and editing and proofreading. 

 
A rhetoric that provides detailed instruction on the writing process and practice in 
common organizational or rhetorical patterns for expository and argumentative 
essays. 

 
  An anthology of non-fiction essays. 
 

Typically, much of this information can be found in a single textbook.  Because many 
sections of Composition are taught by new teachers, or teachers new to Auburn 
University, the Composition Program requires that these teachers choose from a list 
of textbooks selected by the Composition Committee.  The texts for 2003-2004 and 
2004-2005, for ENGL 1100, are: 

 
Handbook and Rhetoric: 

 
Hult, Christine A. and Thomas N. Huckin. The New Century Handbook, 2d ed.  
New York: Longman, 2002.   

 
  Anthology: one of the following: 
 

Axelrod, Rise B. and Charles R. Cooper. Reading Critically, Writing Well.  6th ed.  
Boston: Bedford, 2002. 



 
  Rottenberg, Annette.  Elements of Argument.  6th ed.  Boston: Bedford, 2002. 
 

In addition, students in all sections are required to buy Student Guidelines for ENGL 
1100 and 1120, the common syllabus issued by the English Department. 

 
Course Objectives 
 

Write for the educated public.  In principle, this means that students should be 
able to write an organized expository or argumentative essay that develops and 
supports a claim of some kind.  Support should come from effective use of 
rhetorical resources taught in class and, in ENGL 1120, from outside sources 
correctly documented.  Students should also be able to write using standard edited 
English. 

 
Read and critically evaluate non-fiction written texts.  At a minimum, students 
should be able to grasp the argument of a text, evaluate and make judgments 
about its support, and make some judgments about the author’s use of rhetorical 
resources. 

 
In ENGL 1120, conduct library and Internet research and write at least one 
substantial essay that incorporates research and documents it according to the 
standards of the Modern Language Association or some other established 
organization (such as the American Psychological Association). 

 
Course Outline of Topics 
 

The course topics are determined by the major writing assignments in the course.  
These assignments are: 

 
Essay 1: an essay that evaluates sources according to criteria developed by the 
teacher and student.  These sources should be a combination of electronic and 
print. 

 
Essay 2: An essay that argues in favor of a position.  This essay, or the third 
essay, should require research and documentation. 

 
Essay 3: An essay that defines a problem and proposes a solution.  This essay, or t

 he second essay, should require research and documentation. 
 


