
 SYLLABUS - PHYSICAL GEOLOGY GEOL 1100      FALL SEMESTER 2004 
 
9:30-10:45  Tuesday and Thursday; Chem 0151 
Office Hours:  3:30-4:30 Tuesday and Thursday 
 
Professor: Dr. Robert B. Cook, 210 Petrie Hall 

     Office   844-4282; cookrob@auburn.edu (e-mails may not be answered due to large 
class size) 

Lab Instructor: Variable based on specific lab section 
 
Textbook: Understanding Earth, Press and Siever, 4th edition 
 
Course objective:  to successfully convey a general knowledge of all aspects of physical geology 
including mineralogy; igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks; the use of topographic and 
geologic maps; structural geology; environmental and economic geology; desert, river, coastal, 
and glacial systems; hydrology and groundwater; weathering and erosion, and planetary geology 
through both formal lectures and laboratory experiences. 
 
You are expected to come to each class meeting prepared to take notes.  Seats will be assigned 
and roll taken most days.  Lectures will follow the general outline given below and will 
essentially augment textbook readings.  You will be tested on material presented in class as well 
as that in assigned readings.  Laboratory attendance is mandatory and a passing grade of 60% in 
lab is required to pass the course regardless of hour test and final exam scores.  There may be 
unannounced short tests and these cannot be made up.  If an acceptable excuse for a missed 
unannounced test is presented, the missed test will not be taken into account when your final 
grade is determined.  Such excuses must be presented at least by the second class day after your 
return.  Missed hour tests can be made up with an acceptable excuse or your grade on the final 
exam can be prorated to count for the missed test.  Make-up tests will be tests and may not be in 
the format of the original test. 
 
If you have a diagnosed disability you are required to formalize this situation at the beginning of 
the semester and present the appropriate paperwork to your instructor who will then make 
whatever special accommodations are needed. 
 
There will be no eating, chewing, dipping, drinking, smoking, or unnecessary conversation in 
class.  There will be no use of cell phones, laptop computers or palm devices in classB all cell 
phones and beepers must be turned off before entering class or lab. 
 
Labs will begin meeting the week of August 23.  It is your responsibility to attend the correct lab 
and confirm that your name appears on your instructor=s roll sheet.  All labs are full and should 
you have a legitimate conflict requiring a change in labs, this must be accomplished formally 
and, most likely, by trading lab sections with a student who is willing to take your particular slot. 
 Lab work must be turned in on time.  Late work may not be accepted.  We appreciate the fact 
that in certain instances it is helpful to have a partner when conducting some lab exercises.  Your 
instructor will guide you in this regard.  However, for labs requiring discussion or descriptive 
answers, we require individual effort.  In these instances, identical lab sheets will not be 
accepted and will be returned with a zero grade.  A separate syllabus will be handed out at the 



first lab meeting and should be read carefully.  Make up labs will be held on SaturdaysB see your 
lab syllabus for particulars. 
 
The course will be graded based on three hour tests worth 100 points each, a comprehensive 
final exam worth 150 points, an undetermined number of unannounced quizzes worth 10 points 
each, and a lab grade based on 100 points.  No individual tests will be curved, but the final 
averages may be curved, and a rigid 10-point scale will not be utilized. 
 
Hour Test Schedule - 9/16; 10/21; 11/18          Final Exam - 12/11 2:00-4:30 pm 
 
General Course Outline and Reading Assignments 
 
WEEK          PAGES 
  
8/18 Chapt. 1 Building a Planet       1 - 23 
 
8/25 Chapt. 2 and 3 Plate Tectonics and Mineralogy    24 - 74 
 
9/1 Chapt. 3, 4, and 5 Mineralogy, Rocks, and Igneous Rocks; Volcanism 74 - 112 
 
9/8 Chapt. 6 and 7 Volcanism, Weathering, and Erosion    113 - 162 
 
9/15 Chapt. 8 Sediments and Sedimentary Rocks     163 - 192 
 
9/22 Chapt. 9 Metamorphism and Metamorphic Rocks    193 - 212 
 
9/29 Chapt. 10 Geologic Time       213 - 236 
 
10/6 Chapt. 11 Structural Geology       237 - 256 
 
10/13 Chapt. 19, 20, 21 Earthquakes and Earth=s Interior    427 - 506 
 
10/20 Chapt. 13 Hydrologic Cycle and Groundwater    277 - 302 
 
10/27 Chapt. 14, 17 Streams and Oceans      303 - 326;  

379 -  406 
 
11/3 Chapt. 15 & 16 Wind, Deserts, and Glaciers     327 - 378 
 
11/10 Chapt. 22 & 23 Earth Resources and Environmental Geology  507 - 567 
 
11/22 Thanksgiving Break 
 
11/29 Chapt. 22 & 23 continued       507 - 567 
 
12/9 Review for final 
 



 


