
Philosophy 1020–002 
Introduction to Ethics 

 
Professor: Guy Rohrbaugh (ROAR-BAW) 
Class Meeting: MWF 10–10:50am, Haley Center 3332 
Office: Haley Center 6074 
Office Hours: MWF 11–11:30 and by appointment 
e-mail: rohrbgn@auburn.edu 
website: http://homepage.mac.com/rohrbaugh/1020.htm 
 
Course Description: What makes an action right or wrong? 
How ought one to act and why? What motivation do we have to 
do the right thing? Is ethics founded in reason or emotion? 
These are among the most basic questions in philosophical 
ethics. This class will be primarily concerned with the 
search for systematic, unified answers to questions like 
these. Because this is a philosophy class, our emphasis 
will lie, not so much on the possible answers, as on the 
arguments which have been given in support of the different 
answers.  
 
Text: Steven Cahn & Peter Markie, Ethics: History, Theory, 
and Contemporary Issues, 2nd ed. 
 
Assignments: 
There will be five exams, including a final exam, each of 
which is worth 20% of the final grade. There is a 
possibility that a short paper will be substituted for one 
of the exams. There is also the possibility that I will 
give pop quizzes in class, which could be worth up to 10% 
of the final grade. 
 
Policies: 
• Attendance is required and roll will be taken each class. 
Absences will only be excused with a note from a doctor or 
athletic department. In order to be excused, such notes 
must be brought to me within two weeks of the absence. 
Unexcused absences will be deducted from your final grade 
at the rate of 1 point per absence. 

• I will take roll at the beginning of class. If you are 
not present by the end of roll call, that will count as an 
absence. 

• You can receive extra credit by attending talks of the 
Auburn Philosophical Society. You will receive a 1-point 
bonus to your final grade for each talk you attend. The 



talk schedule is available on the department website, and 
occur most Fridays from 5–7 in the Library Auditorium. 

• Although there is no participation grade, you are 
expected to participate regularly in class discussion. In 
order to do this, you need come to class prepared and 
having done the reading. If you do not contribute 
voluntarily, you can expect to be called upon. 

• If you miss an exam, I will administer a make-up exam, 
which may be harder. In addition, if you do not have a note 
from a doctor or the athletic department, there will be a 
10-point deduction from your grade on the make-up exam. 

•Students who need accommodations should arrange a meeting 
with me at their earliest convenience. Please bring a copy 
of your Accommodation Memo and an Instructor Verification 
Form to the meeting. If you do not have an Accommodation 
Memo but need accommodations, please make an appointment 
with The Program for Students with Disabilities, 1244 Haley 
Center, 844–2096 (V/TT). 

• Cheating and plagiarism are serious violations of the 
Student Code and will be treated as such. All cases will be 
referred to the Academic Honesty committee without 
exception. Be advised, in almost all cases I will recommend 
to the committee that the student receive a failing grade 
in the class. 
 

Tentative Class Schedule:  

Week Dates Topic Reading 
1 1/14, 16 Arguments none 

1/19 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY 2 
1/21, 23 Relativism Rachels, 645–652 

3 1/26, 
28, 30 

Solipcism Plato, ‘Euthyphro,’ 5–15 

2/2, 4 Theology Plato con’t 4 
2/6 EXAM 

5 2/9, 11, 
13 

Plato, ‘Republic,’ 65–72 

6 2/16, 
18, 20 

Hobbes,  224–5, 232–239 

2/23, 25 

Self-interest 

Feinberg, 575–582 7 
2/27 EXAM 

8 3/1, 3*, 
5 

Bentham, 326–328, 334–336 

9 3/8, 10, 
12 

Consequentialism

Brandt, 589–605 



10 3/15, 
17, 19 

 Williams, 606–621 

3/22 EXAM 11 
3/24, 
26, 

CLASS CANCELLED 

12 3/29, 
31, 4/2 

SPRING BREAK 

13 4/5, 7, 
9 

Hume, 261–264; 282–286; 
skim 277–282 

14 4/12, 
14, 16 

Subjectivism 

Ayer, 487–492 

4/19 EXAM 15 
4/21, 23 Deontology Kant, 290–296 

16 4/26, 
27, 30 

Virtue theory Anscombe, 529–540 

5/3   17 
5/6 FINAL EXAM: Thursday, May 6th, 8-10:30 am 

*3/4 is the mid-point of the term and the last day to 
withdraw without penalty. 


