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PSYCHOLOGY 2010: GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY 
SYLLABUS FOR FALL SEMESTER, 2004 

 
Instructor: Dr. Bill Buskist   Class Meeting Times: 
0328 Haley Center     12:00 to 1:00 MW 3195 Haley Center, 
Telephone: 844-6491     1:00 to 2:00 MW 112 Thach, OR
e-mail: buskiwf@auburn.edu    2:00 to 3:00 MW 2370 Haley Center 
 
       Final Examination Times: 
       12:00 Saturday, 11 DEC @ 11am 
       1:00 Monday, 13 DEC @ 2 pm 
       3:00 Wednesday, 15 DEC @ 8 am 
 
Psychology Department Undergraduate Website: Point your Web browser at 
http://www.cla.auburn.edu/psychology/ 
 
Next, click on “Undergraduate” from the menu that will appear on the left side of your screen. 
This site contains useful information about the psychology major and a special section on student 
services that are offered by Auburn University. 
 
Office Hours: MW 2:00 to 3:00 and by appointment 
 
GTAs: Several GTAs will be assisting me in the teaching of this course. You will meet with 
them in Friday Discussion sections. 
 
E-mail Use: The GTAs and I will use e-mail frequently to communicate class information to 
you. You must check your AU e-mail account regularly, lest you miss important reminders and 
other class information. We do not send e-mail regarding class information to non-AU accounts. 
You should also feel free to e-mail any of us with questions, concerns, or comments throughout 
the semester. However, please note that questions that can be answered by consulting the 
syllabus will be answered with the reply of “Please see the class syllabus.” 
 
Structure of the Course: On Mondays and Wednesdays, you will meet with Dr. Buskist in the 
in a large lecture section. On Fridays, you will meet with one of the GTAs in smaller 
“discussion” sections of 25-35 students. Most of your quizzes and examinations will be given in 
the Friday discussion sections. 
 
Purpose of the Course: Psychology is the scientific study of behavior, thought, and emotion. If 
you can think of an action in which humans or other animals engage, then you can bet there are 
psychologists who study it. The Introductory Psychology course samples what psychologists do 
and what they know about the natural world. In this course, you will be provided a general 
overview of modern psychology and some of its subfields. We will discuss current research and 
theory in psychology as well as applications of psychology to solving both individual and social 
problems. Because of the limitations of the academic term, we will cover 9 subfields plus 
research methodology in psychology. 
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Teaching Philosophy: I believe that a teacher’s role is primarily to provide guidance to students 
in their study of any subject matter. Teachers are not all-knowing, all-powerful sages who sit on 
their thrones and dispense knowledge to others. Rather, the learning process is collaborative—
student and teacher joining together in working toward a better understanding of the subject 
matter. I will provide you specific goals for you to accomplish on your way to achieving this 
understanding. Likewise, you will challenge me to find new and interesting ways to help you 
learn about psychology in the process. I will urge you to take an active role in what you are 
learning and how you will learn it. I will answer your questions to the best of my ability and 
throw a few questions your way every now and then. Finally, I believe that teaching and 
learning should be fun. I want all of us to enjoy the class, the experience of learning about 
psychology, and learning about ourselves and our humanity.  
 
I also believe that students should be expected to read the text and understand a sizeable portion 
of its content. Thus, I do not feel compelled to lecture word-for-word from the text. Instead, I will 
supplement what the text covers with additional material. I will review those concepts discussed 
in the book that are particularly difficult to understand, but beyond that, I will be covering fresh 
ground. I encourage you to ask questions at any time to clarify text material or the content of my 
presentations.  
 
Text: 
 
Weiten, W. (2005). Psychology: Themes and variations (6th ed., briefer edition). Belmont, CA: 

Thomson. 
 
I chose this book for this course because it a straightforward, well-written, and concise text. It 
also has an excellent art program and is enjoyable to read (as far as textbooks go, that is). I think 
you will find it to be interesting, well-informed, and up-to-date. 
 
COURSE/LECTURE ACTIVITIES 
 
Syllabus Quiz: To help familiarize you with the course and its requirements, you will take a 50 
point syllabus quiz on Friday, 20 August. The quiz will contain 25 multiple-choice and 
true/false questions worth 2 points each. 
 
Examinations: There will be 5 examinations worth 100 points each. Each exam will cover 2 
chapters and consist of a combination of 40 multiple choice (20 questions per chapter; each 
question is worth 2 points) and 4 short-answer essay questions (worth 5 points each). These 
exams, except for the last exam, will be given during Friday Discussion sections. At least two 
days immediately prior to each exam, the GTAs and I will send you an e-mail containing a list of 
6-8 potential large section essay questions for the exam.  
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Reading Quizzes: There will be 10 quizzes covering the reading material for the course (1 quiz 
per chapter). Each quiz will contain 10 multiple-choice questions worth 2 points each. The 
purpose of these quizzes is simply to get you reading the chapters well in advance of 
examinations. 
 
Final Exam: A comprehensive final examination worth 250 points (or ¼ of the total grade in the 
course) will be given during the regularly scheduled final exam period (see first page of 
syllabus). The exam will consist of 125 multiple-choice and true-false questions worth 2 points 
each. The number of questions from each chapter will be as follows: 
 
Chapter 2 15 Chapter 6 10 
Chapter 7 10 Chapter 3 15 
Chapter 11 10 Chapter 15 15 
Chapter 10  10 Chapter 12 15 
Chapter 13 15 Chapter 14 10 
 
Attendance Policy: Class attendance is not required, but is strongly encouraged. Research in 
higher education has established that there is a very high correlation between class attendance 
and student grades—students who attend class more often get higher grades than students who 
attend class infrequently or not at all. 
 
Exam Substitution: You may take a “vocabulary” test worth 100 points and substitute it for 
your lowest exam score (should you score higher on the vocabulary test than on one of your 
examinations). The vocabulary test will consist of 100 definitions to which you must provide the 
correct term (we consider these terms the 100 most important terms in introductory psychology 
given the chapters we are covering). Each definition for which you provide the correct term is 
worth one point. The vocabulary list will be passed out during your discussion section on 20 
August. No word bank will be provided on the vocabulary test. The test will be given during the 
week of 13 September at times and places TBA—stay tuned for details. 
 
Extra Credit Participation in Psychological Research: You may earn 5 points for each hour 
that you participate as a volunteer subject in psychological research up to 10 hours (50 points 
total). Opportunities for research participation will be announced during Monday and 
Wednesday lectures and posted on the extra credit bulletin board across from the elevators in the 
basement of Haley Center. Once your participation in a research project is completed, you will 
receive a voucher from the researcher, which will indicate, among other things, the amount of 
extra credit earned through your participation. Each voucher that you will receive will have a 
date on it. The voucher is good only for one week (7 days) after that date. In other words, if you 
turn in an extra credit voucher 8 days or more after the date on the voucher, you WILL NOT 
receive the extra credit corresponding to the voucher. Vouchers from the last week of class must 
be turned in to your GTA by Wednesday, 08 December. After this time, vouchers will not be 
accepted under any circumstances. 
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COURSE GRADING:  
 
Syllabus Quiz   01 @ 50 points  050 
Examinations   05 @ 100 points  500  
Reading Quizzes   10 @ 20 points  200  
Final Exam   01 @ 250 points  250 (Total = 1,000) 
 
Extra Credit for Research 01 @ 50 points  up to 050 
Exam Substitution   01 @ 100 points  up to 100* 
 
*The exam substitution, a vocabulary test, is NOT extra credit—your score on it will 
simply be used instead of your lowest test score, should you score higher on the 
vocabulary test than on one of your exams. 
 
GRADE    POINTS NEEDED 
 
A (90%)    900 
B  (80%)    800 
C  (70%)    700 
D  (65%)    650 
F  (below 65%)   below 650 
 
NOTE: Grades will NOT be rounded. Thus, a final course point accumulation of 899.99 
points is a “B,” not an “A.” 
 
ALSO NOTE: All grades will be posted throughout the semester on the bulletin board 
directly opposite the elevators in the basement of Haley Center. 
 
 
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: 
 
I believe that a classroom is a “sacred” place in which ideas are exchanged freely in a mutually 
respectful and supportive environment. Toward that end, I encourage each of us to adhere to the 
following guidelines for our behavior in an attempt to reduce disruptions and bad “karma”: 
 
Be on time to class; if you must be late, sit in a seat close to the door so that you do not have to 
interrupt anyone.  
 
Unless you have made other arrangements with me, stay until we are finished with class for the 
day. I generally try to let classes out 5 minutes early, just to help everyone get to their other 
classes. Please do not put away your materials and prepare to leave until we are finished with the 
lecture or discussion. 
 
Turn off your cell phone before entering the classroom and keep it off until class is over. During 
quizzes and examinations, all cell phones must be put away. Any students using their cell 
phones during an exam or a quiz for any purpose will be considered to be cheating and will 
be dismissed from class and receive a “zero” for that exam or quiz. 
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Resist the temptation to read the newspaper or study for your other classes while in this class. 
The class period is for discussing psychology and related topics—not for catching up on local or 
world events or for cramming for your other classes. 
 
Resist the temptation to nap or visit with friends or classmates during class.  
 
Do your best NOT to monopolize class discussion. To contribute insightful commentary to class 
discussion is one thing; to talk too much, even if the commentary is insightful, is another thing. 
 
Do not use language that may be offensive to others—avoid racist and sexist comments, or any 
other type of language that may be considered offensive. 
 
If you need to leave the classroom during a quiz or an examination, including make-up quizzes 
and exams, you first need to ask permission to do so. Failure to ask permission under these 
circumstances will result in receipt of a zero for that quiz or exam. 
 
IMPORTANT COURSE POLICIES: 
 
Disability: Please notify me immediately if you are a student with a disability recognized by 
AU. I will see to it that any special arrangements that you may need are made as soon as 
possible. 
 
MAKE-UP POLICY: Make ups are given for tests and quizzes only. No make-ups are given for 
missing extra credit activities or the vocabulary test. Make-ups for the FULL VALUE of the 
activity are given only in the case of sudden illness, accidents, family emergencies and other 
events recognized by Auburn University. Regardless of the nature of a legitimate excuse, you 
must, if at all possible, NOTIFY DR. BUSKIST OR YOUR GTA IN ADVANCE.  
 
MAKES-UPS GIVEN WHEN STUDENTS MISS A GRADED ACTIVITY DUE TO NON-
UNIVERSITY VALID EXCUSES WILL AUTOMATICALLY LOSE 15% OF THE 
ORGINAL VALUE OF THAT ACTIVITY.  
 
FAILURE TO MAKE UP AN ACTIVITY WITHIN ONE WEEK OF THE ORIGINAL 
DATE WILL RESULT IN A ZERO ON IT. LIKEWISE, FAILURE TO HONOR AN 
APPOINTMENT THAT YOU HAVE MADE WITH YOUR GTA TO MAKE UP A TEST 
OR QUIZ WILL RESULT IN A ZERO ON THAT COURSE ACTIVITY. 
 
ALL MAKE-UPS WILL BE GIVEN DURING GTA OFFICE HOURS. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 
 
Academic Honesty: Students who do not comply with AU’s academic honor code will be dealt 
with in the manner specified in the Tiger Cub.  
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COURSE CALENDAR: 
 
Below is the schedule for reading assignments and other important activities that will be 
happening in our class this semester. 
 
Days  Class Activity      Quizzes/Exams 
 
8/18  Introduction to the Course 
8/20         Syllabus Quiz 
 
8/23  Ch. 2 The Research Enterprise 
8/25  Ch. 2 The Research Enterprise 
8/27         Ch 2 Quiz 
 
8/30  Ch 6 Learning 
9/01  Ch 6 Learning 
9/03         Ch 6 Quiz 
 
9/06  Labor Day Holiday 
9/08  Review Session Chapters 2 & 6 
9/10  Examination 1     Chs 2 & 6 
 
9/13  Ch 7 Human Memory   (Vocab Test Given TBA this Week) 
9/15  Ch 7 Human Memory 
9/17         Ch 7 Quiz 
 
9/20  Ch 3 The Biological Bases of Behavior 
9/22  Ch 3 The Biological Bases of Behavior 
9/24         Ch 3 Quiz 
 
9/27  Ch 3 The Biological Bases of Behavior 
9/29  Review Session Chapters 7 & 3 
10/01  Examination 2     Chs 7 & 3 
 
10/04  Ch 11 Personality 
10/06  Ch 11 Personality 
10/08         Ch 11 Quiz 
 
10/11  Ch 15 Social Psychology 
10/13  Ch 15 Social Psychology 
10/15         Ch 15 Quiz 
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10/18  Ch 15 Social Psychology 
10/20  Review Session Chapters 11 & 15 
10/22  Examination 3     Chs 11 & 15 
 
10/25   Ch 10 Human Development 
10/27   Ch 10 Human Development 
10/29         Ch 10 Quiz 
 
11/01  Ch 12 Stress, Health, and Coping 
11/03  Ch 12 Stress, Health, and Coping 
11/05         Ch 12 Quiz 
 
11/08  Ch 12 Stress, Health, and Coping 
11/10  Review Session Chapters 10 & 12 
11/12  Examination 4     Chs 10 & 12 
 
11/15   Ch 13 Psychological Disorders 
11/17  Ch 13 Psychological Disorders 
11/19         Ch 13 Quiz 
 
11/22  Thanksgiving Break 
11/24  Thanksgiving Break 
11/26  Thanksgiving Break 
 
11/29  Ch 14 Treatment 
12/01   Ch 14 Treatment 
12/03         Ch 14 Quiz 
 
12/06  Review Session Chapters 13 & 14 
12/08  Examination 5     Chs 13 & 14 
 
Final Exam—Please see first page of syllabus 
 
 
 


