
WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE              Dr. W. B. Gerard 
ENGL 1020 G       Fall 2004  MW 4 (1:00-2:15)       Room: LATECH 310   
Email: wbgerard@mail.aum.edu  Office phone: 244-3516  Office: Liberal Arts 215 
Office hours: MTWTh 2:30-4:00 and by appointment.     
 
Course description  
 Writing about Literature focuses on effective essay writing (argumentative and expository) 
about literary texts.  Students will examine different techniques and approaches used in 
literature, using their findings as evidence to build well-structured written arguments. 
 Prerequisite: ENGL 1010, each with a grade of C or above.   
 
Required texts 

Michael Meyer, ed.  The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature.  Sixth edition (2001). 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, ed. J. Paul Hunter (New York and London: W. W. Norton, 

1996) 
Stephen W. Wilhoit, A Brief Guide to Writing from Readings, third ed. (New York: Pearson 

Longman, 2004) 
 Strongly recommended:  Collegiate dictionary and grammar reference (such as The New 
Century Handbook). 
 
Policies 

Attendance: Attendance to all classes of ENGL 1020 is required.  In addition to the detriment 
to final grades due to missing discussions, classwork, and quizzes (missed quizzes cannot be 
made up), more than two absences will result in the lowering of the final grade by one full letter; 
additional absences will lower the final grade by half letters.  Note: If you are planning to be 
absent from class due to personal reasons, it is highly recommended that you avoid missing class 
on other occasions. 
 Promptness to class is also necessary.  Late arrivals disrupt class.  Two latenesses will be 
counted as an absence. 

Courtesy:  Students will turn off cellular phone ringers, watch alarms, and all other sources 
of disruptive sounds before entering the classroom.   
  
Papers 
 There will be four assigned papers for this class.  First drafts will be graded in peer review.  
Only topics from the list of paper topics distributed to the class may be used. 

General:  Allow ample time for the completion of assignments, including the possibility of 
technical problems.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Late assignments will not be 
accepted. 
 Spelling and Grammar:  Paper grades will be substantially affected by technical problems 
involving spelling and grammar.  Proofread carefully for errors; do not be dependent on 
computer programs to find your mistakes.  If you suspect that something is not spelled correctly 
or if a usage sounds wrong, it is worth looking up in a reference work such as a dictionary or 
grammar guide.   

If you still have questions, please see me or contact me via email.  (For additional assistance, 
free of charge, visit the Learning Center at 325 Moore Hall; you may either drop in or make an 
appointment by calling 244-3470.) 
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Format:  Pay close attention to formatting.  Unless specified otherwise, all material for 
submission must be typed, double-spaced, on standard white 8-1/2” by 11” paper with 1” 
margins on all sides.  The type size must be 12 point, preferably a typeface in the Times Roman 
family.  Use italics (or underlines—not both) only for emphasis, foreign words or phrases, or 
titles in the text.  Boldface type is generally inappropriate for these assignments.  Print out your 
paper only on one side of the sheet and staple on the upper left—do not submit loose sheets.  Do 
not use report covers, folders, or other additional bindings.  

The first sheet of each paper must include the following heading, single-spaced on the upper 
left as follows: 
         last name, first name 

ENGL 1020 G - Professor Gerard 
         assignment and title 
         date due  
Do not title the paper again. 

 
Note:  The correctness and appearance of your assignments are a reflection of your attitude 

toward yourself and your work; in this class, as well as in the University and the world beyond, a 
careful, professional approach is recognized and rewarded. 
 
Quizzes 
 Quizzes on the assigned reading will be given in the beginning of each class period. 
 
Plagiarism 
 The use of another’s work (from a book or article, a web site, or a friend) as your own 
without attribution will result in a failing grade in the class.  There will be no opportunity to redo 
copied work.  Read the attached handout, “Information on Plagiarism and Academic 
Integrity,” carefully to avoid “unintentional” plagiarism. You are fully responsible for 
knowing its content. 
 
 
Grading 
 The final grade will consist of the following: 

Quizzes          10% 
Classwork (peer reviews, in-class writing) 10% 
Participation         10% 
Papers (4 x 10%)          40% 
Midterm          10%      
Final           20% 

   
Class schedule 
 All pages refer to BIL unless otherwise indicated.  Scheduled readings must be finished 
before class.  Please note that students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for 
getting any notes and assignments they might have missed from their classmates. 
 Note:  This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
August 
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M 23 Introduction: Writing Arguments and Literature 
W 25 Diagnostic Essay 
 
M 31 Critical Reading.  Rd. WFR 1-11 and handout; HW: answer all questions on p. 25   
   concerning handout essay 
September 
W 1 Critical Reading.  Rd. WFR 11-19 and handout; HW: mark up essay handout following  
    questions on p. 27 
 
M 6 Labor Day Holiday.  No class. 
W 8 Quotations.  Rd. WFR 39-44 and 48-53.  “A Rose for Emily” (74-81), Faulkner.  HW:  
  Make a list of the references to color (using full phrases) in the story (cite page and 
line#). 
  
M 13 Plagiarism.  Rd WFR 191-97. “A Story of the Hour” (12-13), Chopin; “The Flowers” 
(72-   74), Walker. 
W 15 “A Good Man is Hard to Find,” 327-338, O’Connor. 
 
M 20  First draft paper #1 due.  Peer review.   
W 22  Final draft paper #1 due (essay).  “The Cask of Amontillado” (462-467), Poe.  
 
M 27 “Young Goodman Brown” (287-296), Hawthorne.  
W  29 “My Last Duchess” (628-629), Browning.  Conference sign-up. 
 
October 
M 4 Study day.  No class. 
W 6 Midterm Exam 
 
M  11 Conferences.  No class. 
W  13 Conferences.  No class. 
 
M  18  “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” and bio, (829-834), Eliot. 
W 20 First draft paper #2 due.  Peer review. 
 
M 25 Final draft paper #2 due.  “The Composition of Frankenstein” (NCE 157-60), M. K.  
  Joseph, and “Mont Blanc” (NCE 175-79), P. B. Shelley. 
W 27  Frankenstein (NCE 5-28), Mary Shelley 
  Last day to drop: October 29 
 
November 
M 1 Frankenstein (NCE 29-51) 
W 3 Frankenstein (NCE 52-77 [to Ch. V]) 
 
M 8 Frankenstein (NCE 77-101) 
W 10 First draft paper #3 (annotated bibliography) due.  Peer review. 
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M 15 Frankenstein (NCE 103-128).  Final draft paper #3 due. 
W 17 Frankenstein (NCE 128-156) 
 
M 22 Frankenstein criticism. TBA.  Conference sign-up. 
W 24 Thanksgiving Holiday.  No class 
 
M 29 Conferences.  No class. 
December 
W 1 Conferences.  No class. 
 
M 6 First draft paper #4 (research) due.  Peer review. 
W 8 Film as interpretation.  Final draft paper #4 due. 
 
W  15 Final exam 10:45-1:15 
 
Note: The student must pass the research paper as well as the final examination in order to 
receive credit for ENGL 1020.  The student must demonstrate skills including the use of the 
library, quoting and paraphrasing, and documenting by a standard style sheet. 
 
 


