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PREREQUISITES: ENGL 1020 (Composition)  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: English literature from the beginnings through the eighteenth 
century.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES: English 2530 is primarily a reading course, covering important works 
of British Literature from the middle ages through the 18th century. It emphasizes the close, 
detailed reading of these works to discover how they function, what makes them effective, what 
meanings they attempt to communicate, and how those meanings are communicated. The course 
also emphasizes the historical and cultural contexts of these works -- the facts and assumptions 
they take for granted and reflect.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: The main requirements are detailed reading of assigned primary 
texts; reading of assigned secondary material; closely-argued written and oral interpretations of 
those works; active and thoughtful participation in class discussion; and regular attendance. All 
writing must be correct in grammar and mechanics.  
 
EVALUATION: Evaluations -- in the form mainly of a series of numerous short papers -- will 
test the student's understanding of basic concepts and interpretive techniques. They will also test 
the student's ability to analyze and interpret literature carefully and thoughtfully and to express 
such interpretations in clear, coherent, well structured prose.  
 
Although such written assignments will be most important in determining the final grade, class 
attendance and especially class participation will also play significant parts.  
 
 

NEVER HESITATE TO ASK A QUESTION, OR ASK FOR HELP, OR MAKE A 
COMMENT.  

 
LET'S GET SOME SERIOUS WORK DONE AND ENJOY OURSELVES IN THE PROCESS!  

 
MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU!  

 
 

 
ROBERT EVANS / ENGL 2530 

SYLLABUS 



(I.E., INTENDED SEQUENCE OF WORK) 
 
 
 The following sequence is not written in stone; it is simply intended to give students an 
idea of what will be done when. Sometimes we may depart from this sequence, depending 
especially on the amount of discussion a particular work generates; I do not ever wish to cut off 
lively and provocative discussion merely in order to stick to a predetermined schedule. I also 
wish to be able to address the specific needs of particular classes as I perceive them arising 
during the course of the term.   
 
 TEXT: Norton Anthology of English Literature, 7th ed., vol. 1. 
 
 WRITING REQUIREMENTS: This class stresses writing very heavily. The final grade 
depends, more than anything else, on the ability to write clear, coherent essays by the end of the 
course. For this reason, we will spend much time discussing writing strategies and techniques. 
Writing projects of one sort or another -- usually a constant series of brief papers -- will be in 
process throughout the term. You can expect one kind of writing assignment or another to be due 
every other week once we get past the first several class meetings. In addition, there will 
probably be a number of brief analytical or historical projects in which writing as such is less 
important than good ideas and solid research. However, the course grade will primarily depend 
on the clarity of your writing at the end of the term.   
 
1. Introduction to course; discussion of course description and course requirements; answering 
questions about course description and course requirements; discussion of main concepts of the 
course. 
 
2. “The Wanderer”; “The Dream of the Rood”; “The Wife’s Lament”; “The Seafarer.” 
 
3. Beowulf. 
 
4. Chaucer: “General Prologue” and “Miller’s Tale.”  
 
5. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. 
 
6. Everyman. 
 
7. Petrarch’s sonnets. 
 
8. Sonnets by Sir Thomas Wyatt and Sir Henry Howard. 



 
9. Sonnets by Sir Philip Sidney and Edmund Spenser. 
 
10. Sonnets by William Shakespeare. 
 
11. Christopher Marlowe: “Hero and Leander”; Dr. Faustus.  
 
12. Poems by John Donne. 
 
13. Poems by Ben Jonson. 
 
14. Poems by George Herbert. 
 
15. Paradise Lost by John Milton. 
 
16. Paradise Lost by John Milton. 
 
17. Paradise Lost by John Milton. 
 
18. Poems by Andrew Marvell. 
 
19. Various texts from the late seventeenth century (e.g., Dryden, Philips, Pope). 
 
20. Various texts from the early eighteenth century (e.g., Johnson).  
 


