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Course description
MUSI 2110 is an introductory survey of Western “concert” music, and also of music in 
selected non-Western cultures. The emphasis will be on developing both listening skills and 
an awareness of the role of music in Western and other cultures. This course fulfills the Fine 
Arts requirement in the AUM core curriculum.

Core curriculum competencies addressed in this class
Aesthetics. Students will develop a knowledge and appreciation of music from class lectures 
and from reading and listening assignments. These will be assessed in the written 
examinations. Aesthetics will also be a component of the concert reports.
Community. Students will develop an appreciation of our interdependence as global citizens 
by studying the historical, social, and cultural context of music in the western tradition, and 
of music from selected non-western cultures. This will be assessed in the written 
examinations.
Communication skills. This course requires reading, writing and active listening. These areas 
are assessed in written book reports, concert reports, and brief research papers.

Course objectives
Upon successful completion of this course you will be able to:

Listen “actively” to any type of music.
Identify aurally basic musical concepts such as melody, harmony, rhythm, tone 

color, and texture.
Identify aurally several musical works by major composers in the Western tradition.
Describe the forms, genres, and composers of this music.
Describe the historical, social, and cultural context of western classical music and 

music from selected 
non-western cultures.

Required text: J. Machlis & K. Forney, The Enjoyment of Music, 9th, shorter edn. (with four CDs, 
ISBN 0-393-94332-1)
WebCT: You are responsible for guidelines, deadlines, and other information posted on the 
class website.

Evaluation
Three tests, each worth 25% of your grade. See the course calendar for dates.
Two typed reports, each worth 12.5% of your grade: One of the reports must be about a concert 
of classical music you 
have attended. The other may be a book report or a composer report. See the class website for 



guidelines and options.

Your final grade will be determined by the weighted average of your scores on these five items.
Missing items receive a grade of 0%. Two missing items of any kind will result in a grade of F or 
FA.
Grade Scale: 0-59% = F; 60-69% = D; 70-79% = C; 80-89% = B; 90-100% = A.

Attendance 
AUM students are expected to attend every scheduled class. Tests are based primarily on the 
lecture material.

Make-up work
1. No make-up exams will be given, nor will any late reports be accepted without written proof 
of extreme hardship.
2. You must notify the instructor before the test is given to receive a make-up test.
3. Make-up tests will not be given after the next class has met. 
4. I do not allow “extra credit” assignments.
Drop policy 

A student who wishes to withdraw from the course, or who has missed too many classes, must accomplish the standard 
process for dropping a class by the date specified in the current schedule of courses.

Special needs
Faculty in the School of Liberal Arts make every effort to accommodate unique and special 
needs of students with respect to speech, hearing, vision, seating, or other possible disabling 
conditions. Please notify me as soon as possible of requested accommodations or ways to help.


