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Auburn University Montgomery 
Fall Semester 2003 

SOCI 2007   Introduction to Sociology, Honors 
MW Period 3 (11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.), Room 200B, 3 credits 

PROFESSOR: K. P. Brackett, Ph.D. 
Office:  329 Business 

Phone:   244-3943; 244-3378 (dept. secretary, Ms. Nancy Shaw)  

E-mail:  Kbracket@mail.aum.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.   

            Tuesdays  10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

  Other times by appointment. 

REQUIRED TEXT: John J. Macionis,  Society: The Basics, 7th edition, 
2004. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  An introduction to sociological concepts, research techniques, and 
theories. The course also focuses on some of the substantive areas of sociology, 
encompassing collective behavior, sex roles, deviance, social class, and population. American 
institutions, such as the family and religion are also studied. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  At the conclusion of this course students will be familiar with topics of 
interest to sociologists, will be able to identify social institutions, will be able to present a 
coherent argument from each of the major sociological perspectives, will be more intelligent 
consumers of social research, and will be able to identify patterns of social relationships that 
enable and constrain social life on a daily basis. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
ATTENDANCE: The best way for you to do well in this class and gain the maximum benefit 
from your time and money is to attend class. In order to accommodate brief illnesses, 
family/work obligations, or busy schedules, you may miss three classes without penalty. There 
is no need to bring an excuse for a particular absence. You must choose with discretion the 
way in which you use your absences. After three absences, your grade will be adjusted by 
subtracting 4 points from your final point total for each successive absence beyond the third. 
 
CLASS GROUP WORK: To extend your knowledge of class and text topics, group 
assignments are often a part of class time. These opportunities involve questions that should 
be discussed and answered by you and your group members. For most class group work, a 
group answer is submitted, but sometimes it is individually graded. The points available for 
class group work vary depending on the assignment. There are no “make-ups” on class group 
work. 
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MEDIA CLIPPING: You will present an article, relevant to class and social issues, from a 
newspaper or magazine. The article can be on any sociologically important topic, but you must 
schedule when yours is due and stick to the schedule. When you submit your media clipping, 
submit a summary statement (a few paragraphs, depending on your clipping) about the article 
and how it relates to class or the text. Be sure to link it to the sociological perspectives. 
Keep track of when your clipping is due. 
 
EXAMS: There are three unit quizzes and a cumulative final exam for this course. The unit 
quizzes contain 25 multiple choice questions and one essay question. Quizzes are worth 60 
points each and cover both readings and lectures. The final exam is worth 100 points and 
can cover anything that has been a part of the class. If you find it necessary to miss a quiz, 
permission to take a make-up is at the discretion of the instructor and must be gained prior 
to your absence. All make-up quizzes must be taken with the final during the final 
exam period.  
GRADING: Grades are calculated on the “total points” method. The total number of points 
possible in the course is 310. The breakdown is listed below. 
Each quiz is worth 60 points. There are three quizzes.                   180 points 
The final exam is worth 100 points               100 points 
Class group work             20 points 
Media Clipping Presentation        10 points 
Letter grades are based on 90-100%=A, 80-89%=B, etc.  

Nota bene 
 
Please put your name, and course number on all work that you submit to me. 
 
All beepers, cellular phones, and other electronic devices should be turned off or to “silent 
mode” prior to the beginning of class. 
 
Please be aware that you must abide by the AUM Academic Integrity Policy at all times. No 
academic dishonesty of any sort will be tolerated by your instructor in this class. This includes, 
but is not limited to, the stipulations of academic integrity in the student handbook (AUManac). 
All violations of the policy will result in a grade of “F” for the course.  
 
A student who wishes to withdraw from the course or has missed too many days must 
complete the standard process for dropping a class by the withdrawal date for the term: Friday, 
Oct. 17, 2003. 
 
Faculty in the School of Liberal Arts make every effort to accommodate unique and special 
needs of students with respect to speech, hearing, vision, seating, or other disabling conditions. 
Please notify the instructor as soon as possible of requested accommodations or ways to help.  
 

 
 

READINGS AND COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
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SOCI 2000  Section B 
 
Monday Aug.  18: Introduction/Overview 
 

 Aug.  20: Theoretical Perspectives  Chap. 1  
 
Monday Aug.  25: Perspectives Exercise/ Methods Chap. 1 
 

Aug.  27: Methods and Group Work  Chap. 1  
  
Monday Sept.  1: Labor Day    NO SCHOOL 
 

 Sept.  3:  Culture Components  Chap. 2  
 
Monday Sept.  8: Culture/ Test Prep   Chap. 2 
 
   Sept. 10: QUIZ 1  
 
Monday Sept. 15: Socialization    Chap. 3 
 

 Sept. 17: Socialization and Aging  Chap. 3    
 
Monday Sept. 22: Social Interaction   Chap. 4  
 
  Sept. 24: Social Interaction    Chap. 4 
 
Monday Sept. 29:  Deviance    Chap. 6 
 
  Oct.   1: Crime and Punishment  Chap. 6   
 
Monday  Oct.   6: QUIZ 2 
 
  Oct.   8: Stratification    Chap. 8  
 
Monday Oct.  13: Stratification/Social Class   Chap. 8 
      
  Oct.  15: Social Class    Chap. 8 
 
Friday  Oct.  17:  last day to drop 
 
Monday  Oct.  20: Poverty    Chap. 8 
 
  Oct.  22: Gender Stratification  Chap. 10; and pp. 161-165  
 
Monday Oct.  27: Gender Stratification  Chap. 10    
   
   Oct.  29: Race and Ethnicity   Chap. 11  
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Monday  Nov.  3: Race and Ethnicity   Chap. 11   
 
  Nov   5: QUIZ 3  
 
Monday  Nov.  10: Family     Chap. 13   
   
   Nov.  12: Religion      Chap. 13 
 
Monday  Nov.  17: Religion Questions   Chap. 13  
 
  Nov.  19: Education or Medicine        Chap. 14  
 
Monday Nov.  24: Education or Medicine  Chap. 14 
 

Nov.  26: Thanksgiving Holiday   NO SCHOOL  
 
Monday  Dec.   1: Social Change   Chap. 16  

 
 Dec.   3: Social Change   Chap. 16   

 
FINAL EXAM  as scheduled by the university:  

SOCI 2000 B        Monday Dec. 8, 10:45-1:15 p.m. 
     
The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus in any way necessary to enhance 
students’ learning and classroom experiences. 
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Honors Section 
Fall 2003,  Dr. Kim Brackett 

 
As you know, students enrolled in honors’ sections generally complete 

special projects or assignments in addition to those assigned to the class as a 
whole. To satisfy the honors’ section requirement for this class, you will need 
to consider how sociology is present in our everyday lives.  

 
Honors’ Section Assignment: In this class we will be looking at a wide 

array of social issues. Many of the topics we will discuss in class are also 
commonly presented in the news media. The viewpoint of sociologists, 
however, might vary from that displayed by the reporters in a story. Your task 
is to consider social issues that are presented in the media. Throughout the 
term, pay attention to the newspapers, television news reports, and 
newsmagazines that you encounter. Keep a journal (format is up to you) that 
includes observations about social issues in the media. How are the issues 
portrayed? What are the views expressed? How would a sociologist from each 
of the three major perspectives deal with the social issue? What would he/she 
emphasize? Clip the stories you use from newspapers and magazines and 
include them in your final submission. If you use Internet news, print the story 
and include it. If you watch TV news, provide as much detail as possible about 
the story’s content. Try to include a variety of formats and social issues. You 
should submit at least twenty examples. This will be due at the final exam.  

 
Discussion Opportunity: I would like to meet with you sometime during 

the term (probably at the end of January or beginning of February) to discuss 
how you are coming on the assignment. This is a great opportunity for me to 
give you feedback on the work you have done so far and to answer any 
questions or concerns that you are having. Please make an appointment with 
me so that I have time specifically dedicated to focus on your progress.  
 


