
SPAN 2020: Intermediate Spanish II
Sílabo Otoño 2003

1386 SPAN 2020 0 4.00 Intermediate Spanish II AUM Campus 

 Aug
18,
2003 

Dec
13,
2003 

MW 11:00 am-
12:15 pm 

BUSBLD 214B 

 Instru
ctor(s)
:
Pamel
a
Long 

Texts: 
Facetas.  Blanco, Dellinger, et al. Boston: VISTA, 2003.
Student Activity Manual

Goals and objectives:
This course will develop your confidence to write clearly and confidently, on a wide
array of topics, for Spanish-speaking people of various social, cultural and economic
backgrounds.  Our specific goal is to help you rate as a  � Low Intermediate �  on the
ACTFL Guidelines for Writing Proficiency: 

Speakers at the Intermediate-Low level are able to handle successfully a limited number
of uncomplicated communicative tasks by creating with the language in straightforward
social situations. Conversation is restricted to some of the concrete exchanges and
predictable topics necessary for survival in the target language culture. These topics
relate to basic personal information covering, for example, self and family, some daily
activities and personal preferences, as well as to some immediate needs, such as
ordering food and making simple purchases. At the Intermediate-Low level, speakers are
primarily reactive and struggle to answer direct questions or requests for information,
but they are also able to ask a few appropriate questions. 

Intermediate-Low speakers express personal meaning by combining and recombining
into short statements what they know and what they hear from their interlocutors. Their
utterances are often filled with hesitancy and inaccuracies as they search for appropriate
linguistic forms and vocabulary while attempting to give form to the message. Their
speech is characterized by frequent pauses, ineffective reformulations and self-
corrections. Their pronunciation, vocabulary and syntax are strongly influenced by their
first language but, in spite of frequent misunderstandings that require repetition or
rephrasing, Intermediate-Low speakers can generally be understood by sympathetic
interlocutors, particularly by those accustomed to dealing with non-natives. 



Meeting these goals is entirely dependant on YOU � your participation in class and
regular work outside of class are essential.  

Attendance and participation:
It � s very much like learning to play a musical instrument, or to dance, or to play a
sport � you have to put your body and your mind in motion in order to acquire the skills
necessary to advance in a composition class.  To do this, you must be in class, on time,
awake, aware, and prepared during the entire class period.  The attached table shows a
tentative schedule of composition assignments and quizzes, but is subject to change � it is
YOUR responsibility to find out if there have been any changes made.  If you miss class,
you are STILL responsible for the material covered in class.  And just as you would do if
you were learning an instrument or a sport � DAILY practice (reading and writing) is
much more beneficial than cramming before a test.

Evaluation:
1) The nature of a foreign language class, like that of a dance class, requires your

ACTIVE participation in class discussions.  Late arrivals and early departures will
cost you participation points, and these can hurt, since participation accounts for
20 percent of your grade.

2) Homework will be checked each class period and it accounts for 10 percent of
your grade.

3) Short quizzes will be scheduled daily to check your progress on isolated skills.
Quizzes will account for 20 percent of your grade.

4) There are several chapter tests, which will contain oral as well as written sections. 
They account for  30 percent of your grade.

5) The final exam is completely comprehensive and will account for 20 percent of
your grade.

6) Your final grade will be based on a 10-point scale (90=A, 80=B, 70=C, 60=D,
below 60=F)

Special Accommodations:
The faculty and staff in the School of Liberal Arts make every effort to accommodate
unique and special needs of students with respect to speech, hearing, vision, seating or
other possible disabling conditions.  Please notify your instructor as soon as possible of
the requested accommodations or other ways to help.

Liberal Arts Withdrawal Policy:
A student who wishes to withdraw from the course or has missed too many classes must
complete the standard process for dropping a class by the withdrawal date for the term
(which is published in the current AUM catalogue and in the current schedule of
classes).



Tentative Schedule of Assignments

Fecha: Día Libro Cuaderno
18 ago L Presentación del curso
20 ago M 1-9 1-2; 81
25 ago L 10-15 3-4; 82
27 ago M 16-19 5-6; 83
1 sep L Día feriado � Día del trabajo
3 sep M 20-23 7-8; 84
8 sep L 24-27 9-10; 85
10 sep M 37-40 11-12
15 sep L Examen
17 sep M 46-53 13-14; 87
22 sep L 54-57 15-16; 88
24 sep M 58-61 17-18; 89
29 sep L 62-65 19-20; 90
1 oct M 66-70 21-22; 91
6 oct L 75-76 25
8 oct M 77-82
13 oct L Examen
15 oct M 84-91 27-28; 93
20 oct L 92-95 29-30; 94
22 oct M 96-97 31-32; 95
27 oct L 98-101 33-34; 96
29 oct M 102-104 35-36; 97-98
3 nov L 113-116 37-38
5 nov M Examen
10 nov L 160-167 53-54; 105
12 nov M 168-171 55-56; 106
17 nov L 172-175 57-58; 107
19 nov M 176-179 59-60; 108
24 nov L 180-184 61-62; 109
26 nov M Día feriado � Día de acción de

gracias
1 dic L 191-194 63-64
3 dic M Repaso
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