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EH 141 – ORAL COMMUNICATION 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course provides study and practice in conversational English with emphasis on the process 
by which ideas are interchanged orally from one person to another or to a group. The course 
consists of regular classroom presentations, formal speaking, and practice on individual 
problems with usage and articulation. 
 
TEXT 
 
Communicate!, 13th edition, by Verderber and Verderber, 2010 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

 1. To obtain and demonstrate knowledge of the historical foundations of speech and rhetoric 
in the humanities.  

 2. To learn and practice the specific principles of interpersonal, group, and public 
communication.  

 3. To develop understanding of the role of verbal communication in the communication 
process and demonstrate the appropriate use of Standard American English, with 
particular attention to grammatical correctness, clarity of enunciation and expression, 
aesthetics, and audience appeal.  

 4. To understand the role of nonverbal communication in the communication process and 
demonstrate the effective use of different types of nonverbal communication such as 
body movement, gestures, facial expression, eye contact, and paralanguage (voice 
modulation, etc.) in the delivery of competent performances. 

 5. To improve listening skills through study and practice.  
 6. To learn and demonstrate a knowledge of the impact of purpose, occasion, and audience 

in speechmaking.  
 7. To learn and use invention, critical thinking, or research skills to assess interpersonal or 

group communication or to prepare oral assignments, such as reports or demonstration, 
informative, or persuasive public speeches.  

 8. To learn strategies and formats for organizing focused, sequential, well developed 
presentations that are logical and ethical.  

 9. To gain cognitive knowledge and skills in communication and lessen speaker 
apprehension by successful participation in activities such as improvisation or role-
playing, creative drama, storytelling or group or panel discussion.  

10. To understand the role of speech across the curriculum.  
 



COURSE OUTLINE OF TOPICS   
 
Week 1 Course overview and expectations 
  Ch. 12, organizing speeches 
 
Week 2 Get acquainted; impromptu speeches; assign object speech 
  Ch. 1 and 2, communication process and perception 
 
Week 3 Object speeches 
  Ch. 3 and 4, verbal and nonverbal communication 
 
Week 4 Ch. 15 and 16, adapting verbally and visually and practicing presentation 
  Narrative speeches 
 
Week 5 Continue Narrative speeches as needed; Ch. 9-10, group communication and  
  leadership; assign Group Project and begin work 
   
Week 6 Work on group project 
  Group Presentations 
 
Week 7 Continue Group Presentations as needed 
  Appendix, interviewing, to include the preparation of a cover letter and resume 
 
 
Week 8 Mock Interviews; cover letters and resumes due 
  Three informative topics due 
 
Week 9 Ch. 15, informative speaking 
  Bring informative speech outlines to class; work on speeches 
 
Week 10 Informative speeches (all outlines and sources due) 
   
Week 11 Ch. 5 and 6, conversations and listening; persuasive topic due 
  Ch. 7 and 8, self-disclosure and communicating in relationships 
 
Week 12 Ch. 16, persuasive speaking 
  Bring persuasive speech outlines and sources to class; work on speeches 
 
Week 13 Persuasive speeches (all outlines and sources due) 
 
Week 14 Persuasive speeches 
  Course wrap-up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


