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This course introduces students to the basic principles of archeology and the way 
that archaeologists use material culture to reconstruct past human behavior. The course 
is divided into two major sections. The first part of the course emphasizes the history of 
the discipline, archeological methods, including data recovery, and interpretative 
models. The second half of the course presents a survey of the world prehistory through 
the study of archaeological remains from the early Paleolithic period until the historical 
periods. The focus of the course will be on outstanding topics and sites from region to 
region, with the emphasis on the Old World during the early periods of prehistory and 
less on the historical periods.  
 

This is a lecture course that will incorporate visual aids such as power-point 
presentation, videos and web site, in addition to a visit to the Birmingham Museum of 
Art and a prehistoric site. Discussions will be encouraged about the specific topics and current 
research of special interest for students. Students are expected to do weekly reading assignments 
and to be prepared for discussions.  
 

Course requirements consist of three midterms and a final (3 midterms - 100 points 
each, and final exam - 200 points). The lowest-score midterm test (not the final) will be dropped 
from the final grade. Exams will include a mixture of multiple choice, true-false, matching 
questions, and illustration identification, in addition to short answers. Exam questions will be 
drawn from lecture material, including power point presentation and videos, the textbooks, and 
assigned readings and web-sites. In addition, students will be required to write a 2-3 page 
summary report after each visit. For these reports, students should seek information beyond the 
guided tours, should use library and/or internet sources and should relate the information to the 
material covered in the class. A visit to the site and a summary report account for additional 100 
points for each visit. The final is comprehensive exam and is scheduled for Thursday, December 
11, 8:00-10:30 AM. Attendance and class participation account for additional 100 points 
including the lab notes on artifact analysis. The course grade will be based on the results of three 
tests and two reports, in addition to the class participation for a maximum of 700 points to equal 
100%. Make-up exams or incompletes will be given only in cases of extreme emergency and 
with adequate prior notice.  
 

If UAB declares a weather emergency, the information concerning closing of UAB is 
released to WBHM (90.3 FM). 



The textbooks for the course are:  
 
Ashmore, W. and R. J. Sharer  
Discovering Our Past: A Brief Introduction to Archaeology (3rd Edition) 
Mayfield View, California, 2000 
 
Price, D. T. and G. M. Feinman 
Images of the Past (3rd Edition) 
Mayfield View, California, 2000 
 
Additional required readings, as indicated on the weekly schedule, will be on reserve in Merwyn H. 
Sterne Library.  
 
Agnew, N. and M. Demas 

Preserving the Laetoli Footprints. Scientific American, September 1998, pp. 44-55.  
*(For color pictures look at Sterne Bound Periodical Collection, Call Number: T1 .S5) 

Deetz, J.  
In Small Things Forgotten: The Archaeology of Early American Life. Anchor Books, New York, 
1977. (Call Number: F6 .D43) 

Feder, K. 
Frauds, Myths, and Mysteries: Science and Pseudoscience in Archaeology. Mayfield View, 
California, 1990. 

Zilhao, J. 
Neanderthals. Archaeology. July/August 2000, pp. 25-31  
*(For color pictures look at Recent Issues, Call Number; GN700 .A725) 

 
Lecture Sequenc  e  

Dates Topics 
 

Readings 
Aug 21-28 
 

Introduction: basic definitions and course 
overview. Geographical and chronological 
framework. History of archaeology 

Discovering Our Past:  
Chapters 1 & 2 
Visit the site - important links for 
the first classes of the course 
http://www.staff.ncl.ac.uk/kevin.gre
ene/wintro/#chaplist
 

Sept 2-4 Data acquisition: archaeological data, 
survey, excavations 

Discovering Our Past:  
Chapters 4 & 5 
Images of the Past: pp. 1-10 

Sept 9-11 Artifact assemblages Discovering Our Past:  
Chapter 6 
Images of the Past: pp. 10-15 

Sept 16-18 Artifact assemblages  (continued)– 
laboratory  
Review 

Images of the Past: pp. 58-59, 188-
189, 212-213, 218-219, 226-227 
 

Sept 23 First midterm 
 

 

Sept 25-30 Dating methods: relative and absolute Discovering Our Past:  



Chapter 7 
Images of the Past: pp. 42-43, 142-
143 
 

Oct 2-7 Archaeological interpretation  Discovering Our Past:  
Chapter 3, 8 & 9 
Frauds, Myths, and Mysteries: 
Chapter 1 
Images of the Past: pp. 15-23 
Visit to BMA 

Oct 9-14 Complex societies of the New World – 
North America. Mississippian culture. 
Case studies: Cahokia, Moundville 
 

Images of the Past: pp. 257-259, 
270-281 
Frauds, Myths, and Mysteries: 
Chapter 7 
Video Moundville 

Oct 16 Second Midterm 
 

Before second midterm, during the 
week-end a visit to Moundville 

Oct 21 Humans as hunter-gatherers. Introduction 
to the Paleolithic. Early Hominids. Lower 
Paleolithic stone tools: Oldowan and 
Acheulian. Case studies: Laetoli, Olduvai 

Images of the Past: pp. 24-31, 36-
42, 47-54, 58-63. 
Scientific American, Sept. 1998, pp. 
44-55 
Visit the site for the photos of fossil 
hominid remains 
http://www.modernhumanorigins.c
om/hominids.html
 

Oct 23-28 Humans as hunter-gatherers (continued). 
Neanderthal. Middle Paleolithic stone 
tools: Mousterian. Case study: Shanidar. 

Images of the Past: pp. 96-115, 
118-119 
Archaeology, July/August 2000, pp. 
25-33 
Video Neanderthal 

Oct 30- Nov 4 Humans as hunter-gatherers (continued). 
Homo sapiens. Upper Paleolithic stone 
tools: Aurignacien, Solutrean, 
Magdalenian. Case study: Lascaux.   
Peopling of the New World. Case study: 
Monte Verde. 

Images of the Past: pp. 120-135, 
144-152, 193-195 
Video Lascaux 
Visit 
http://www.culture.fr/culture/arcnat
/lascaux/en/
 

Nov 6 Postglacial transition. Mesolithic. Case 
Study; Lepenski Vir 

Visit 
http://www.hominids.com/donsmap
s/lepenski.html
 

 


