
Art History 203: Ancient to Medieval Art      Fall 2004 
 
Instructor 

Amy Minchin, MA 
(W) 975-0693-for messages 

 (E) minchin@uab.edu 
Class Time and Place 
 Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30-6:45, Humanities Building 312 
Required Text 
 Volume I of Kleiner, Mamiya, and Tansey – Gardner’s Art Through the Ages  

(12th Edition with CD-ROM)**Be sure to get this version, NOT the “Western 
Perspective” version** 

Recommended Text 
Barnet, Sylvan – A Short Guide to Writing about Art  

 
Outline of Lectures and Assignments 
August  19 Introduction (1-13) 
  24 Birth of Art (14-29) 
  26 Ancient Near Eastern Art (30-53) 

31 Egyptian Art (54-70) 
September 2 Egyptian Art (70-83) 
  7 Aegean Art (84-103)  

9 Greek Art (104-126) 
  14 Greek Art (126-150) 
  16 Greek Art (151-165) 
  21 Test I 

23 Etruscan Art (232-245) 
 28 Roman Art (246-254) 

  30 Roman Art (254-265)  
October 5 Roman Art (265-282)  

7 Roman Art (282-299) 
  12 Early Christian Art (300-323) 
  14 Byzantine Art (324-355) 
  19 Early Medieval Art (420-432) 

21 Early Medieval Art (433-445) 
28 Test II 

November 2 Research and Writing about Art History 
  4 Romanesque Art (446-459) 

9 Romanesque Art (460-470)  
  11 Romanesque Art (470-477) 
  16 Gothic Art (478-488)  
  18 Gothic Art (489-501)   
  23  Gothic Art (501-510) Short Research Paper Due 

25 THANKSGIVING NO CLASS 
30 Gothic Art (510-519) 

December  2 Review for Final Examination LAST DAY OF CLASS UNTIL FINAL 
  14 Final Examination ***4:15-6:45*** 
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Requirements and Grading 
Grades are determined by performance on the midterm and final examination; a short research 
paper; class attendance, preparation, and participation; and quizzes.  Absence from more than 
two class meetings may result in a lower grade.  Reading from the required text is assigned for 
each class.  Students should complete the assignment before class and bring the text with them to 
class.  Because discussion is an important part of this class, those who read the assignments 
thoughtfully and contribute frequently will be rewarded.  Students should take notes on the 
readings, lectures, and discussions because the tests and exam will draw from all three sources.  
 
The final grade is broken down in this way: 

Class Attendance, Preparation, and Participation   10% 
Quizzes        15% 
Short Research Paper       15% 
Tests (Test I @ 15%, Test II @ 15%, Final @ 30%)   60% 
        

Special arrangements to turn in a late paper or to reschedule tests or the final examination as a 
result of a medical emergency, non-medical emergency, or unusual circumstance must be 
discussed with and approved by the instructor well in advance, whenever possible.  Absence 
from a test or exam will not be excused (you may NOT make it up) without a legitimate reason 
and prior arrangement, or without documented proof of an unforeseen emergency situation.  In 
most cases, the test or exam must be rescheduled within the week following the original test or 
exam date.  If you miss an exam without making prior arrangements to reschedule the exam, you 
will receive a 0 for that exam.  Quizzes may not be made up.  
 
Tests 
On tests and the final exam, students may be asked to do any of the following: identify works of 
art (by period, date, title or name, country/region of origin or location, name of artist/architect, if 
known), compare and contrast pieces, write both short and long essays, and complete matching, 
fill-in-the-blank, and multiple choice sections.  In their responses, students are expected to 
include information and insights gathered from the readings, lectures, and discussions.  
 
Quizzes 
A quiz will be given at the end of class on some Thursdays.  It will cover the material of the class 
on both Tuesday and Thursday.  The two lowest grades may be dropped.  Missed quizzes cannot 
be made up. 
 
Short Research Paper 
Students are assigned an ancient or medieval topic and must use reference books and other 
sources housed in UAB’s Sterne Library in order to write a paper on that topic.  More details 
about the requirements for this paper will be given in class.  The paper is due at the beginning of 
class on 11/23; students who turn it in late will be penalized.  You are welcome (and 
encouraged!) to turn in your paper early.  Special arrangements to turn in a paper late must be 
discussed with the instructor in advance if possible, and the grade may be lowered as a 
consequence.   
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Plagiarism  
Any student who cheats on quizzes, examinations, or the paper will receive a grade of 0 on that 
assignment (obviously, much more damaging to your course grade than an F!).  All work is to be 
on your own; plagiarism is here defined as any presentation of another person’s ideas as your 
own, whether this is done intentionally or accidentally.  Examples of plagiarism in research 
paper situations include the following:  

1) Word-for-word transcription of another source 
2) Unacknowledged paraphrasing of another source 
3) A combination of word-for-word transcription and unacknowledged paraphrasing. 

Any time you use another author’s ideas, you must cite that author using standard 
documentation, which includes footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical citations.  Any time you 
include a direct quote, you must not only provide documentation, but also place the copied 
passage(s) in quotation marks.  We will discuss these formats in class during the lecture covering 
writing about art history, and examples will be provided. 
*Please see the UAB online catalogue under “academic conduct” for additional information 
 
General Policies
 

1. Please make every effort to take exams on the days they are scheduled.  If you anticipate 
a conflict between the tests or final and your work schedule, contact your employer now.  
Due to limited class space and personnel, it is very difficult to schedule make-up exams. 

2. If you need to leave early or arrive late to class regularly, please consult your instructor 
about this.   

3. All cell phones and beepers must be turned off during class.  If you have extenuating 
circumstances (i.e., imminent birth of a child or job requirements) and must keep these 
devices on at all times, please turn them to “silent” mode, and exit quietly to take any 
calls outside the classroom. 

4. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to consult a fellow student for notes from that 
lecture.   

5. You are strongly encouraged to begin studying your textbook images as they are covered 
in class (beginning with those from chapter 1), and begin to make flashcards and/or use 
the CD-Rom, which accompanies your book, as a study aid.   


