
Art History 204:  Survey of Renaissance through Modern Art 
TTh 11-12:15 
Fall 2004 
Professor Katherine A. McIver 
 
Requirements: 
 
Class attendance, participation and keeping current on reading from course text are 
required.  Reading should be done before lecture, not during class; students should also 
review their notes before lecture.  Much of the material given in class lectures will be an 
amplification of the text; sometimes I may not agree with the text.  It is your 
responsibility to know and make note of this material.  Therefore, it is crucial that you 
attend class and take notes on my lectures; you will be tested on this material as well as 
on the text.  The purpose of this course is to provide a solid background and foundation in 
Renaissance through Modern art as well as to lay the groundwork for further study. 
 
There will be a paper assignment due in class on Nov. 30 (see last page of syllabus), three 
exams: 9/14, 8/12, and 12/9.  Exams will include short answer questions and comparison 
essays; you will need to be able to identify the monuments shown on exams. There will 
also be extra credit questions: unknowns, works of art shown in class that are not in the 
text.  A list of plate numbers from Gardner’s will be given out at the review prior to the 
exam.  You will be responsible for the name, date, period, artist and original location 
(when known) of each work of art on this list.  No make-up exams will be given without 
prior approval and only in extreme cases. 
 
Course grades will be based on: 
Three exams  20% each 
Paper   30% 
Class attendance and participation 10% 
 
Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs. 2-3 pm or by appointment. 
My office:  910 Building; 975-0693 or 934-8973 
mciver@uab.edu 
 
Text: 
Kleiner, Mamiya and Tansey, Gardner’s Art through the Ages, 12th ed. ( Belmont, CA: 
Thomson & Wadsworth Learning, 2004). 
 
Lecture Outline:  (Preliminary) 
 
August    19   Introduction to course, Gardner’s xxvii-xxxix 

    24   The Late Gothic, Gardner’s, 521-42. 
Aug. 26, 31, Sept. 2, 7 The Early Renaissance Italy, Gardner’s, 573-611. 
Sept.          9   Review for First Exam 
Sept.        14   First Exam 
 



 Sept.         16, 21 The Renaissance in Northern Europe, Gardner’s, 545-69; 663-74;  
680-84. 

                  23, 28 High Renaissance, Gardner’s, 613-48; 654-60. 
                  30, Oct. 5 Mannerism; Baroque Art in Italy, Gardner’s, 648-54; 689-708. 
Oct.             7              Review for Second Exam 

12 Second Exam 
                  14              Birmingham Museum of Art: Renaissance and Baroque 
                  19, 21, 26 Baroque Art, Gardner’s, 708-42. 
       28              Film (to be announced; attendance required) 
Nov.          2, 4, 9        Late Baroque; Rococo Art; 18th Century, Gardner’s, 743-46;  
   798-827 

      11, 16, 18  Nineteenth Century, Gardner’s, 827-50; 853-86; 892-93; 897-99. 
      23, 30 Twentieth Century Art, Gardner’s, Ch. 33; Ch. 34. 
      (Nov. 25    Thanksgiving – Holiday) 

Nov.          30   Papers Due at Beginning of Class 
Dec.            2                Review for Third Exam 
        9    Third Exam  11-1pm 
 
Paper Assignment:  Due in Class November 30 
 
Note:  Late papers will not be accepted unless you have spoken to me in advance of the 
due date and I have given you permission to turn it in late. 
 
Your papers should be 3-5 pages in length, typed and double-spaced.  Use the MLA 
Handbook for footnotes, endnotes or parenthetical citations, and for bibliographic format.  
You may also want to consult Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing about Art. 
 
Go to the Birmingham Museum of Art, 2000 Eighth Avenue North; look carefully at the 
works of art.  Choose a painting, photograph, print or sculpture from the period we are 
covering in this course:  14th through 21st Centuries; American or European art only. 
 
Your paper should include the following: 
The Artist’s full name, dates and city or country of origin, the title of the work (in italic), 
the medium and dimensions.  If possible, please include a reproduction of the work you 
have selected. 
 
Consider the work in formal terms:  drawing, color, light, space and so on.  Be careful not 
to just describe the work.  Decide if the formal properties of the work in any way affect 
the expressive character.  Discuss the subject matter, content and historical context of the 
work. 


