
EH.2.l6:-2B HB431
Dan Butcher

Office: HB207D

Introduction to Literature Summer 2004
OfficePhone: 205/934-8578
Home Phone: 205/822-5041

Departmental Phone: 205/934-4250
P.M.T/fH and by appointment dbutcher@uab.eduOffice Hours: 7:30-8 A.M.,12:30-1 :30

Required Texts
Poetry. Poemsto Read,Robert Pinsky, ed. ($27.95)
Short Fiction

. News of the Spirit, Lee Smith ($12.00)
Novels

-. The Bridgesof Madison County, Robert James W-aller ($6.95). Ethan Frome, Edith Whanon ($1.50)

Drama

. The Trip to BountifUl, Horton Foote ($5.95). A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry ($6.95)

. Othello, William Shakespeare ($3.99)
Other. The Oxford EssentialDictionary ($6.95)

Important information about the texts

1. You can likely find a number of different editions of the texts by Wharton and Shakespeare;
however, I require you to use the texts I ordered for the class. First, you are unlikely to find them
any cheaper, but more imponandy, you will find it easier to panicipate in class if your page
numbers and text match exacdy the ones that I and the rest of the class will be using.

2. You do not have to purchase all the texts at the beginning of the semester, but you are responsible
for having the required texts when they are due. I have no control over the number of copies that
the bookstores order, so don't wait until the last minute to buy-you may well find yourself
scrambling to find a copy. You should also be aware that both the Blazer Bookstore and Snoozy's
return unsold texts around midterm because they reasonably assume that students have bought all
their texts. Bottom line, "The bookstore didn't have a copy" is not an acceptable excuse for failing
to do the reading.

Attendance

. Four absences are grounds for failure for the course for students who do not withdraw by Tuesday,
7/13/04.

. You are allowed 3 "free" absences. I begin counting from the day your name appears on my roll. I
don't need to see a written excuse (except for approved University business and military duty;
these always have an official form showing your name and the event-these absenc~ do not count
against you).

-- --- --- ----
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Eligibility

You must havesuccessfullycompleted EH102 (or its equivalent)_toenroll in this class.

Academic Misconduct
Academic dishonesty, which includes cheating and plagiarism, is a serious offense and one that I do

not take lightly. The University allows faculty to fail students for the course when academic
misconduct can be demonstrated. When such a failure occurs, University policy requires that a letter

explaining the cause of failure be sent to the Associate Provost's office and kept on file; the policy also
states that two failures for academic misconduct will result in expulsion from the University. If you

are found guilty of cheating or plagiarism in this course, you will fail the course (unless, of course, you
withdraw from the course before final grades are assigned). You can find more details in both the
print and online versions of the undergraduate catalog (see the section on «Academic Conduct"),
which includes the following definition:

PLAGIARISM:claiming as your-own the ideas, words, data, computer programs, creative-compositions,
artwork, etc., done by someone else. Examples include improper citation of referenced works, use of
commercially available scholarly papers, failure to cite sources, or copying other's ideas.

Further, the School of Arts and Humanities policy on plagiarism states:

Plagiarismis using the words or thoughts of another person without proper citation; specifically,it is
submitting as one's own work any portion of a book, magazine, journal, handout, original creation,
speech, lecture, oral communication, paper or examination written by someone else.

Plagiarism is a serious offense. All members of the educational community must carefully avoid
plagiarism by fullyacknowledgingthe sources of studies, projects, and ideas which have been produced
by another person.

Classroom Conduct

You are expected to adhere to the Code of Conduct provided to you.

Grading

. I grade on a lO-point scale (e.g., A=90-1O0%, B=80-89%, etc.).

. Reading questions and quizzes cannot be made up; you must be present to receive credit. The
only exception to this is for excused absences for University business or military duty.. I do not automatically round up final grades-in other words, a 79.9 is a C, not a B. This policy
may seem harsh, but it is based on fairness: where do I draw the line? It may seem reasonable to
round up a tenth or even half a point, but what about a whole point? Two? Every semester I get
requests from students to round up their grades two or even three points! Therefore, I have

concluded that it is best both for me and my students that students receive the grade that they
earn.

-- -- -- --~-
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What Is This Course About?

This course is designed to introduce you to literature in a variety of forms. It is also about people,
because (for me at least) the study of literature is, in large part, the study of human nature. More
specifically, I have identified the following goals and objectives:

Goals

. To develop an understanding of the different genres of literature.

. To gain an appreciation for literature, including the vocabulary of literary study.. To develop skills in reading and understanding fiction, poetry, and drama.

. To understand the relationship between form and content in interpreting poetry.

. To develop skills in written analysis of literature.

Objectives -

. The student will understand the characteristics of drama, fiction, and poetry as well as the
differences between each of these genres.. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the assigned texts through quizzes and reading
questions.

. The student will write competent analyses of works of literature.. The student will demonstrate an understanding of literary terms and will provide examples of
these terms from the texts.

. The student will demonstrate an ability to make connections between elements within a single
work and between elements in multiple works and to draw conclusions about the significance of
those connections.

--

Some other things you should know:
. I enjoy teaching literature, and I want to help you increase your enjoyment of reading and

thinking about literature-I want you to have fun with this!. Reading is essential to this course; if you don't have the time to read for each class, you won't do
well.

. Much of my approach to literature is about connections:. to connect with each work personally;. to discover connections among elements within a single work; and. to explore connections between multiple works.

Your success in this course is enhanced when you:
1. Bring the assigned text to class every time you come.
2. Get in the habit of marking the texts that you read. Marking the text makes you more active in

your reading, improving your comprehension and making it easier to prepare for quizzes, tests,
and essays.

3. Come prepared to participate: that is, talk, work with your group, focus on the discussion and text
at hand.

-- ~
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Assignments and Points: An Overview

Othello Essay-20% of your grade for the semester

This essay asks you to consider how an excerpt for the play might be performed and to make an
argument for specific choices in performance of the excerpt.

Uterary Terms Test-l0% of your grade

This test will be given in 2 parts: Part 1, early in the semester, asks you to briefly define a list of about 45
literary terms we'll use throughout the semester; Pan 2, given toward the end of the semester, asks you to
give examples of selected terms using our readings.

Quizzes and Reading Questions-l0% of your grade for the semester
Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class on the assigned reading and cannot be made up. Reading
questions will be completed outside of class and wilfoe due at the beginning of class; they will not be
accepted late.

Midterm Exam-30% of your grade

This exam will ask a variety of questions about the readings and ask you to draw conclusions about the
literature using works from the first half of the semester.

Final Exam-30% of your grade

This exam will ask a variety of questions about the readings and ask you to draw conclusions about the
literature using works from the second half of the semester. There may be an essay question that asks you
to connect something from the first half of the semester with works from the second halE

--- - - - --- --- --- ---
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Man Tuesday Wed Thursday Fri
Wkl Oasses I1JJune 3

begin Intro: handouts, texts, etc.
Literary T ertns

Wk2 June8 Lastday June10lastdayto add
News of the Spirit: "Blue Wedding," todrop Poetry: bring Poemsto Read and
"The Southern Cross," and "The dictionary
Happy Memories Club" due Reading Question 1
Quiz 1

Wk3 IilJune 15 June17
Poetry: bring Poems to Read and Lit Terms Test Part 1

dictionary
Reading Questi

Wk4 June22 t/June 24
Poetry: bring Poemsto Read and The Bridges of Madison County

dictionary
due

Reading Question 3
Quiz 2

Wk5 I!!jJune29 July 1
Ethan Frome due Midterm Exam
Quiz 3

Wk6 ho6day [lJuly 6 I!JjJuly8
A Raisin in the Sun, I.i-II.u A Raisin in the Sun, II.ill-III
Quiz 4 Quiz 5

Wk7 Lastdayto July 13 I!)jJuly15withdraw
"ang Shakespeare's Language," Othello, II-IIIwithW
XlV-XXIV Quiz 7
Othello, I
Quiz 6

Wk8 !uly20 July22
Othello, IV-V Poetry: bring Poems to &ad and
Quiz 8 dictionary

Wk9 MJuly 27 l!lIJuly29
The Trip to Bountifid Othello essay due
Quiz 9 Poetry: bring Poemsto &ad and

dictionary

Wkl0 August3 Lastday Exams Exams
Lit Terms Test Part 2 of
Review for final dasses


