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World Literature Before 1660

Course Description: A survey of world literature, focusing on the epic. Emphasis on
myth and culture.

Texts: Jones. Eirik the Red and OtherIcelandic Sagas. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1999.
Lawall, Mack, et al. Norton Anthology o/World Masterpieces. Vol. 1. 7thed.

New York:NOrton, 1999. Numbers in parentheses refer to this main text.
Duran and Furniss, eds. Bamba Suso and Banna Kanute: Sunjata. London:

Penguin, 1999.

Prerequisites: Completion of EH 101 and EH 102.

Course Objectives: This course developsa deep understanding of diverse literary
traditions. Exploring the mythic element in older works, students discover recurrent
patterns in plot and character. Despite the variety of settings, themes, and subjects, these
recurrent patterns illustrate basic human concerns. Various genres are covered, e.g.,
myth, legend, epic, saga, lyric, fable, fabliau, oattr (short saga). Essay exams, written
assignments, and classroom discussions are designed to help students articulate abstract
ideas and analyze aesthetics.
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Introductory remarks.

Gilgamesh (18-47)

The Wanderer (handout); Beowulf(1062-1103)

The Odyssey IX (303-60), XVIII-XXII (431-91)

Midterm Exam

Genesis (51-72); Koran (1051-57) First Paper due today.

Indian Culture & Bhagavad Gita (handouts)

Confuscius & Proverbs (handout) "W" Deadline for May-Session Classes
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5/20 Jones 78-88 ("Thorstein"); 158-70 ("Thidrandi," "Authun");
221-50,262-318 ("King Hrolf')

5/21 Sunjata (Bamba Suso only) Abstract due.

5/24Two Fabliaux: "Wild Dream" and "Ring" (1252-57): a beast fable: Reynard
(1257-89); Welsh lyric: "The Fox" (1220-21); Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,
Part III (1483-1501)

5/25 Dante, Inferno I-IV (1303-18);XII-XV (1336-48); XXI-II (1363-69);
XXXII-IV (1399-1409)

5/26 Lyric Form: The Sonnet (handout);
Sappho's odes (515-17); Petrarch (1673-78)-----

5/27 Machiavelli (1708-22) Paper 2 due.

5/28 Final Exam. Date and Time will not be altered.

Assessment/GradingPolicy: As the schedule indicates, a midterm, a final, and two out-of-
class papers will be required. To qualify for course credit, each student must complete
each of these major assignments. Dates and times of the exams will not be altered. Late
papers will be docked one letter grade for each calendar day that they are late.
Occasional unannounced quizzes will be given; corne to class with the day's work well-
prepared. Missed quizzes will not be made up. Excessive absence will lower term grade,
which will be calculated thus: midterm,20%; final, 30%; Essay 1,5%; Essay 2,30%;
classroom performance, 15%. Do not come to class late; be on time (ask instructors if
you have questions about this). Tardinesswill result in a lowering of your overall grade
by 5(five) points per tardy class. Turn cell phones, beepers, pagers, watches, etc...off
before class. Such distractions will result in a lowering of the overall grade by 5 (five)
points per incursion. Please bring blue books to class for your two exams. The grade I
will be given only in cases of genuine hardship; supply documentation along with a
request for this grade.
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