
American Literature I (En 223: 3A)
Summer 2004

Professor DeVoll

http://www.dpo.nab.cdu!-mwdcvoI1l223SnO4.htmL

Course Description and Objectives:
American Literature I is a survey of American literature from settlement to the mid-
nineteenth century. In this section,we will explore early American writing through the
lens of one particularly important theme: the journey to a new world. First, we will read
works of colonial American fiction and autobiography, including Behn's Oronooko,
Equiano's Interesting Narrative of the Life, and Franklin's Autobiography, which explore
passages to and within the new world of colonial America. Also, we will read
nineteenth-century literature that undertakes figurative-voyagesinto uncharted regions of
the imagination and art, includingthe poetry of Bryant, Longfellow,Poe, Dickinson, and
Whitman and selections from the nineteenth-century masterpiece, Melville'sMoby-Dick.

As we study these journeys to a new world, we will ask how suchjourneys shape the
writers' sense of themselves and their relations to their expanding worlds, their
communities, and their literary traditions. Moreover, we will explore the aesthetic
qualities and cultural significance of early American literature and study general skills of
literary analysis, with which students can appreciate literature within and beyond the
classroom. To demonstrate achievement of these objectives, students will complete a
reading journal, three in-class essay exams, and a 4-5 page interpretive essay.

The classroom format will include brief lectures on the strategies of literary interpretation
and the context of the literature, but mostly it will involve class discussion of the day's
reading. Such a format assumes that students not only learn the skills of literary
interpretation, but also grapple with the meaning and experience of the literature best
when they interpret the works for themselves. Also, such a format works only if students
come to class prepared, intellectually curious, and willing to take risks with their ideas.

Vitals:

. Class time and room: MW 3:00-5:05 p.m., 235 lIB

. Instructor: Prof DeVoll

. Office: 226 lIB

. Office hours: MW 1:30-3:00p.m. and by appointment

. E-mail: mwdevoll@uab.edu

. Office phone: 975-5935

. Home phone: 942-7056 (only between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00p.m. please)

Course Prerequisites:
. EH 101 and EH 102. (Students must have already completed EH (Composition) 101

and 102 with a C or better to be eligible to take this course.)



Books and Other Required Material:
All books are available at the campus bookstore and Snoozy's. Whenever possible,
purchase the edition of the book listed below; doing so will make it much easier to follow
along with class discussion.
. Behn, Oroonoko. Norton. ISBN: 0-393-31205-4

. Equiano, Interesting Narrative. Penguin Classics. ISBN: 0-14-243716-6

. Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography. Dover. ISBN: 0-486-29073-5

. Spengemann,Nineteenth Century Poetry. Penguin Classics. ISBN 0-14-043587-5

. Melville,Moby-Dick. Dover. 0-486-43215-7

In addition to the course books, you will need the following materials for the course:
. Course Reading Packet, available only at Snoozy's
. One pad lined, loose-leaf paper
. One three-hole binder

--------- --~-

CourseGradingPolicy:
Assignmentsare dividedintounannounced,ungradedactivitiesandannounced,graded
journalentries,exams,andpapers. Theunannounced,ungradedactivitiesare for practice
in class. Theyhelp studentsto developtheir skillsofliteraryanalysisandto explore
interpretations.Gradedjournalentries,exams,andpapersareperformance.Theyallow
studentsto demonstratetheirmasteryof literaryinterpretation.Studentscanreceivea
total of500 points,withan A being450to 500points;a B, 400-449points;a C, 350-399
points;etc. Thegradedassignmentsareas follows:
. Reading Journal: maximum total 50 points
. Three in-cla&s essay exams: maximum 100 points each (total 300 points)
. Interpretive essay: maximum 100 points
. Bonus score: best score ofthe in-class essay exams and the interpretive essay will be

multiplied by 1.5 and scored out of 150 points

Attendance Policy:
A student enrolled in a University college course must be present on the first day of class
or provide the instructor prior notification if he or she is to be assured of retaining a place
in the course. A student who does not attend the class and who fails to provide the
instructor with the stipulated notificatioI)may be administratively withdrawn from the
course by the instructor. The first-day attendance policy is to provide space for students
waiting to enroll in class. The purpose is not to reduce the class size. It is also not used
to deny students who register after temporary class rolls are printed or who must enroll
because of a canceled class.

Other than the first-day attendance policy, UAB has no uniform attendance policy.
Because discussion is a vital part of the learning process, and because presence in the
classroom demonstrates your sense of yourself as a serious student, this course has an
attendance policy. See below for the policy in this course:
. Studentsmayhavetwounexcusedabsenceswithoutpenalty.
. Students may have six total absences including excused and unexcused absences

without penalty (this includes only up to two unexcused absences). Cont'd ...



. Students will be penalized for lateness. Students are considered late if they arrive
after roll calL Two unexcused lates equals one unexcused absence.

. An absence or lateness will be excused for the following reasons; written
documentation of the excuse is required:

0 religious holidays
0 jury duty
0 required active or reserve military service
0 family emergency
0 illness requiring doctor's visit

. The final course grade will be lowered 25 points for each absence penalized.

Missed Quizzes or Exams:
Students who miss an assignment with an excused absence must see me within one day
upon returning from the excused absence; we will schedule an appointment to make up
the assignment:-:AnycJSsignmentnot made up will receive a zero, Students-are--
responsible for scheduling the appointment; I will not remind them to do so. Students
who miss an assignment with an unexcused absence may not make it up and will receive
a zero for that assignment.

Note that quizzes and exams are administered at the beginning of class. If students who
are late with an excuse want extra time to complete the assignment, they must see me at
the end of class to schedule an appointment. Students who are late without an excuse
will not be given extra time to complete the assignment.



Academic Honor Code:

"The University of Alabama at Birmingham expects all members of its academic
community to function according to the highest ethical and professional standards.
Students, faculty, and the administration of the institution must be involved to ensure this
quality of academic conduct. Academic misconduct undermines the purpose of
education. Such behavior is a serious violation of the trust that must exist among faculty
and students for a university to nurture intellectual growth and development. Academic
misconduct can generally be defined as all acts of dishonesty in an academic or related
matter. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following categories of
behavior:

ABETTING: helping another student commit an act of academic dishonesty.
Allowing someone to copy your quiz answers or use your work as their own are
examplesof abetting. .

CHEATING: use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information, study
aids, the answers of others, or computer-related information.
PLAGIARISM: claiming as your own the ideas, words, data, computer
programs, creative compositions, .artwork,etc., done by someone else. Examples
include improper citation of referenced works, use of commercially available
scholarly papers, failure to cite sources, or copying other's ideas.
FABRICATION: presenting as genuine falsified data, citations, or quotations.
MISREPRESENTATION: falsification, alteration, or misstatement of the
contents of documents, academic work, or other materials related to academic
matters, including work substantially done for one class as work done for another
without receiving prior approval from the instructor.

Violations of the UAB Academic Honor Code are punishable by a range of penalties
from receiving a failing grade on an assignment or examination to an F in the
course. Any course grade of F for academic misconduct supersedes any other grade
or notation for that class." From UAB Academic Honor Code, web site at
http://main.uab.edulshow.asp?durki=38715&site=1942&return=3577

The above policies are non-negotiable. Registration in the course is taken as your
agreement to these policies.



Course Schedule

The following schedule identifies important registration dates as well as the readings,
activities, and graded assignments for each day. An on-line course schedule with more
detailed information can be found at:

http://www.dpo.uab.edu/-mwdevoI1/223SuO4.html.

The on-line schedule includesjournal entry assignments, links to exam study-aids, a link
to the Moby-Dick interpretive essay assignment, links to on-line study aids, and other on-
line resources.

Schedule is subject to change at the professor's discretion. Check on-line syllabus for
updates, especiallywhen you are absent.

---

Students should come to class prepared to discuss the readings listed for the day and
ready to turn in their journal assignment.

Please note the following,dates:

. June 9:

. June 10:

. June 21:

. July 5:

. July 7:

. July 12:

. July 13:

. July 21:

. August 9:

6/2

6/7

6/9

Last Day to Drop wlo Paying Tuition and Fees
Last Day to Add a Class
Essay Exam 1
Independence Day Holiday
Essay Exam 2
Mid-term Course- and Self-evaluations
Last Day to Withdraw with a "w"
Essay Exam 3
Interpretive Essay Due ,

Welcome to American Literature I

Brave New World: Colonial American Fiction
Reading:
"Writing About Literature," 646-59, 665-666, reading packet
Introduction Aphra Behn, hand-out
Behn, Oronooko, 1-45 (stop at "knowing he was the last of his great Race.")
Activity:
In-class Work on Writing about Literature: Generals to Particulars, vice versa

Brave New World: Colonial American Fiction
Last Day to Drop (without paying tuition/fees)
Reading:
"Writing About a Close Reading," reading packet
Behn, Oronooko, 45-end



6/14 Brave New World: The Slave Narrative
Reading:
"Writing About Literature," 659-63, reading packet
Introduction to Interesting Narrative, ix-xi (ending with "achievements have been

underestimated.")
Equiano, Interesting Narrative 31-32 (stop at end of first full paragraph);

Break 1*; 46-69 (end on line 17 "respect treated me as such.It);Break 2;
77-79 (stop at end of first full paragraph); Break 3; 81-112 (begin end of
page" After this we sailed," stop end of ch.); Break 4

Activity:
In-class Work on Writing about Literature: Integrating and Citing Quotations

* "Break" indicates a gap in the reading. We will not be reading the entire work;
sections left out are summarized on a separate hand-out, which you receive on 6/9.
"Break 1" on the-syllabus; then, refers to the ftrst gap, which is summarized-on-thehand-
out under the heading "Break 1."

6/16

6/21

6/23

6/28

Brave New World: The Slave Narrative
Reading:
"Writing Under Pressure," reading packet
Equiano, Interesting Narrative 118-119 (begin on line 33 "At one of our trips"

and end on line 35 "on my part to obtain it"); Break 5; 131-144;Break 6;
178-93; Break 7; 231-36 (begin on line 7 "From that period... It)

Activity:
In-class Work on Writing about Literature: Writing Under Pressure

Essay Exam I: Close Readings of Behn and Equiano

Autobiography in the American Age of Enlightenment
Reading:
"Writing Essays of Comparison and Contrast," packet
Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, 1-31 (finish at end of second paragraph,

which ends "you will set up to greater advantage")

Fireside Poets
Reading:
On-line Study Aid: Approaches to Poetry*
On-line Study Aid: Poetry Terms to Know
William Cullen Bryant, Introduction, "Thanatopsis," "To a Waterfowl," and "The

Prairies," 9-13, 20-23
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Introduction "The Day is Done," "Fire of Drift-

Wood," and trom "Hiawatha," 53-54, 55-56, 59-60,66-68

* All On-line Study Aids are available through the Course Web Site. Please refer to the
day's reading on the Course Web Site for a link to the reading. Alternatively, the Course
Web Site has a separate table with links to all On-line Study Aids.

--- --



6/30

7/5

7/7

7/12

7/13

7/14

7/19

7/21

7/26

7/28

8/2

Poetry of the Dark Self
Reading:
Edgar A1lanPoe, Introduction, "Sonnet: To Science," "Romance," "A Dream

Within a Dream," "The Conqueror Worm," "The Raven," "Annabel Lee,"
94~95,97.98, 103.04, 107~1l, 115~16

Independence Day-official School Holiday

Essay Exam ll: Comparison-Contrast Essays of FranklinlEquiano and Poets

Poetry of the Reclusive Self
Reading:
On-line Study Aid: Poetic Form
Emily Dickinson, Introduction (352-53) and numbers 77, 135, 185,211,249,328,

501,547,61~670, 754,1718,1751
Activity:
Mid~termCourse- and Self-Evaluations

Last Day to Withdraw

Poetry of "America"
Reading:
Walt Whitman, Introduction, "Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking," "I Saw in

Louisiana a Live-Oak Growing," "Passage to India" and "Prayer of
Columbus," 164-65,231-38,251-62,

Review Day: Poetry

Essay Exam HI: Comparison-Contrast Essays on Poets

Moby-Dick
Reading:
Note to Moby-Dick, iii-iv
Moby-Dick, 14~54("Loomings" to "A Bosom Friend")

Moby-Dick
Reading:
Moby-Dick, 65-76 ("The Ship"), 99-113 ("Knights and Squires" to "Queen Mab")

Moby-Dick
Reading:
Moby-Dick, 135~41~149-64~180-90~227-29~232-36~334-37 ("The Quarter-

Deck," "Moby-Dick"to "Whiteness of the Whale," "The First Lowering"
to "Hyena," "The Squid," "Stubb Kills a Whale,'t "Squeeze of the Hand")

Skim:
Moby-Dick, 1-13 ("Etymology"to "Extracts")



8/4 Moby-Dick
Reading:
Moby-Dick, 417-19; 425-52 ("The Pequod ... Rachel," "The Symphony" to end)
Activity:
Course evaluations

8/9 Due: Interpretive Essay on Moby-Dick

----.--

---


