
GN 202 Intermediate German II: Spring 2004 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

 
Dr. Johnson 
T/Th 5:30pm – 6:45pm, EB 128 
Phone: 934-6035 (office); 256-464-9271 (home) 
Email: dsjohnso@uab.edu 
Office hours: Since I will also be directing the FLMS this semester, students can 
stop by there to speak with me.  My schedule is Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
12 to 4 and Tuesdays and Thursdays 1 to 5.  Since I may not always be available for 
unscheduled visits during these times, I advise students to first email or call me if 
they want to meet at a particular time. 
 
Texts 
Jack Moeller, et al. Kaleidoskop: Kultur, Literatur und Grammatik.  Sixth Edition 
Additional texts will be distributed as handouts 
 
Course Description 
German 202 is designed to help you express yourself more accurately, elegantly and 
idiomatically in German. In this course, we will read and discuss various German 
texts, watch and analyze German films, write and rewrite three short papers, and 
systematically review key elements of German grammar.  In order to provide you 
with an opportunity to expand your active and passive vocabulary and gain 
confidence in your ability to communicate in German, all class discussion and papers 
will be in German.  
 
Attendance Policy 
Class participation, contribution and actual speaking in the target language is crucial 
in order to learn a language; therefore, class attendance is mandatory.  Any absence 
is going to affect students’ class participation and final grade.  More than ten minutes 
late to class as well as leaving early will be considered absences.  If under special 
circumstances, students need to miss classes, the following attendance policy will be 
applied: two percent from the FINAL grade is deducted for EACH absence above four. 
More than nine absences will result in an AUTOMATIC “F”. 
 
CLASS PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION 
You are graded on the following factors DAILY: 

- being well-prepared for each class 
- making positive contributions to the class 
- regularly using new vocabulary 
- recycling vocabulary from previous chapters 
- providing grammatically and phonetically correct answers 
- volunteering to answer and ask questions 
- always using German in the classroom  
- progressing in the “skill of communication” 
- maintaining a good and positive attitude 

 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 

 
1. Exams are ONLY taken on dates and times indicated on syllabus. Once 

the exam has started, students will not be allowed to leave the room unless 
they have finished and turned the exam in. If in case of medical emergency 



students miss an exam, they need to appeal directly to the instructor no later 
than one day after having missed the exam in order to be considered eligible 
for a make-up test (appropriate medical documentation must be 
presented). 

2. Classes begin promptly at hours scheduled.  More than ten minutes late to 
class will be considered one absence. On exam days, the oral part of the 
exam will not be repeated for latecomers. 

3. No credit will be given for homework turned in late. 
4. There is to be no eating in the classroom. 
5. Phones and pagers should be turned off while in class.  
6. Students will need to refrain from chewing gum because it interferes with 

their participation in classroom activities. 
 
Essays, Referat, and Homework: 
Essays should be based on a topic from class discussion and 1 1/2 to 2 pages, typed 
and double-spaced.  Your instructor will read and mark errors in your first draft but 
will not make any corrections.  The mandatory second draft for the essay will be due 
one week after the return of the first draft.  Grades for each of the drafts will be 
averaged to determine the final essay grade. 
 
The Referat, like the essays, will be based on a topic from class discussion and 
should be five minutes long.  Students can select any topic from the syllabus, but 
must provide me with their topic at least two weeks in advance.  The Referate must 
not only have proper grammatical form, but also address the key points of the topic 
in order to provide a basis for class discussion.   
 
More detailed instructions about the essays and Referat will be provided later in the 
semester.   
  
In addition to the three essays and Referat, you will be given short written 
homework grammar assignments from the textbook.  These assignments will be 
announced the class period before they are due and must be turned in at the start of 
the next class period. Your instructor will set aside ample class time to discuss any 
questions you may have as well as to go over particularly challenging exercises. 
 
Advice on Readings: 
When reading a passage for homework, first skim the text to get an overview of its 
content.  Then go back and read more carefully, looking up words only after you 
have tried to determine their meaning from the context.  It will be helpful to make a 
few notes or jot down questions for discussion. 
 
Grading: 
3 Essays:   30% 
3 Exams:   30% 
Referat:   10% 
Attendance/Participation 20% 
Homework:   10% 
 
A = 92-100; B = 82-91; C = 72-81; D = 62-71; F = 0-61 
 
 
 
 



Semesterplan 
 
1. Woche (6. und 8. Jan) Themen: Einführung, Gedicht: “Fremdwörter,” 

die Mühlenberg-Legende; wie die Amerikaner die 
Deutschen sehen 

     Grammatik: Wortstellung 
 
2. Woche (13. und 15. Jan) Thema: Unterschiede zwischen Deutschland und  

den USA, das Selbstbild der Deutschen 
     Grammatik: Konjunktionen 
 
3. Woche (20. und 22. Jan) Thema: Film Die Comedian Harmonists
     Grammatik: Relativsätze 
     Erste schriftliche Arbeit fällig 
 
4. Woche (27. und 29. Jan) Thema: die Aufbaujahre 
     Grammatik: das Perfekt und das Präteritum 
 
5. Woche (3. und 5. Feb)  1. Prüfung; Thema: die Wiedervereinigung 
     Grammatik: Der Dativ 
 
6. Woche (10. und 12. Feb) Thema: Ossis und Wessis 
     Grammatik: Adjektive 
 
7. Woche (17. und 19. Feb) Thema: Ostalgie. Filme: Sonnenallee und 

Goodbye, Lenin
     Grammatik: Reflexivverben 
 
8. Woche (24. und 26 Feb) Thema: Berlin;  
     Grammatik: Präpositionen 
     Zweite schriftliche Arbeit fällig 
 
9. Woche (2. März)   Thema: Musik 
 
10. Woche (9. und 11. März) 2. Prüfung; Thema: Familie  
     Grammatik: Fälle (Nominativ und Akkusativ) 
 
11. Woche (16. und 18. März) Thema: die multikulturelle Gesellschaft 
     Grammatik: Adjektivendungen 
 
12. Woche (23. und 25 März) Frühlingsferien.  Viel Spass!! 
 
13. Woche (30. März und  Thema: Jung und Alt 
          1. April)  Grammatik: der Konjunktiv 
 
14. Woche (6. und 8 April) Thema: Umwelt 
     Grammatik: Das Passiv 
     Dritte schriftliche Arbeit fällig 
 
15. Woche (13. und 15 April) Thema: Nachrichten 
     Grammatik: indirekte Rede 
      
16. Woche (20. und 22. April) Thema: TBA; 3. Prüfung  




