
G N  2 0 4 - 2 D  R e a d i n g  M o d e r n  G e r m a n :    
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U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a  a t  B i r m i n g h a m  

F a l l  2 0 0 4  
 

Instructor: Dr. David Johnson 
Course Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30-1:45pm 
Location: EB 130 
E-Mail:  dsjohnso@uab.edu (preferred means of contact) 
Telephone: 934-4652 (main department office); 256-464-9271 (home) 
Office:  Humanities Building 407E 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2pm-3pm 
Required Texts and Materials: 
  Course Reader 
  Berlin.  David Clay Large 
  Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik.  Jamie Rankin et al 
Recommended: 
  German-English Dictionary 
 
Course Description  
In this course, we will explore ways authors and filmmakers visualize Berlin.  In so doing, we 
will also examine how characters interact with the city and how they build their identities in an 
urban atmosphere.  As we interpret the readings and films, we will also consider how we 
ourselves interact with cities and how we respond to the various stimuli and challenges evident 
in big city life.  The class is conceived to be both a composition and conversation class.  Your 
reading, viewing, and writing assignments (explained below) will prepare you for class 
conversations in German.  
 
Course Goals 

- Introduce you to important German texts and films 
- Improve your German reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension skills 
- Develop your ability to write both analytically and creatively in German 
- Have fun with challenging, but intriguing texts and films  

 
Assignments and Assessment 
Class Participation (20 percent).   
The success of the course depends on you and your participation.  This class will be conducted 
in German.  You will be expected to come prepared and ready to discuss the materials.  
However, you should have no reason to feel intimidated.  Texts may have difficult areas where 
further explanation is needed.  We will take our time to discuss these passages.  Moreover, 
you are allowed to make mistakes when speaking German.  The goal is that both your written 
and spoken German will improve considerably over the course of the semester.  Your 
participation grade will be based on your level of participation and evidence of preparation for 
class discussion.   
Regular attendance is vital.  You must attend each class and complete all assignments on 
schedule.  Each class will begin promptly at 12:30pm.  More than ten minutes late to class will 
be counted as one absence.  Leaving early without prior approval will also be counted as an 
absence.  If under special circumstances, you need to miss classes, the following attendance 
policy will be in effect: two percent from the FINAL grade will be deducted for EACH absence 
above four.  More than nine absences will result in an automatic F.   
If you have perfect attendance, you will receive an additional percentage point on your overall 
grade.   
 
 



Reading and Viewing Assignments. 
This class requires you to read German texts and view German films outside of class.  In the 
course reader, you will find general tips for reading and viewing the class materials as well as 
pre-reading (Vor dem Lesen) and post-reading (Nach dem Lesen) questions that will help you 
understand the materials (separate pre- and post-viewing questions for the films will be 
handed out during the semester).  There is also a glossary (Glossar) that will provide some 
translations for you.  Please read all of the general tips as well as the pre- and post-reading 
questions carefully!   
Films will be available for viewing on the server in the FLMS (Foreign Language Media Services, 
HB 407).  Most films are also available for rental in local video stores.   
 
Journal Assignments (40 percent).   
Throughout the semester, you must write eight journal assignments.  The course reader 
provides suggested subjects for each week.  You can choose these subjects or write on your 
own subject (as long as it is related to course materials).  The first two journals must be at 
least sixty words long.  The second two journals must be at least eighty words long.  The last 
four journals must be at least one hundred words long.  You can only turn in one journal per 
week and you cannot go more than two weeks without turning in a journal (this encourages 
you to spread your writing out over the semester).  The instructor will mark grammar errors 
on these assignments and hand them back to you (the key for these markings will be in the 
course reader).  You will make the corrections and hand them in with the original within one 
week of the original turn-in date.  Your grade on each journal will be based on the number of 
grammatical errors and the evidence of your thought and consideration of the topic. 
You can write up to two additional journals for extra credit.   
 
Grammar Assignments (10 percent).   
On each day, you will receive a grammar assignment in the grammar textbook.  These 
assignments will help you improve your writing, speaking, listening, and reading 
comprehension skills.  The grammar textbook will also serve as a useful reference for you, 
especially when you are correcting your journals.   
 
Vocabulary Quizzes (10 percent). 
Each Thursday, you will receive ten words to study.  On each Tuesday, you will be quizzed on 
five of these words.   
 
Berlin News assignment and Extra Credit (10 percent): Once during the semester, you must go 
to the following website and select an online news segment about Berlin.  The url is:  
 
http://berlin.rbb-online.de/fernsehen/abendschau/siebenTageArchiv.jsp.   
 
After viewing the segment, you will write a brief summary of what you saw, focusing on the 
questions: who, what, when, where, why, and how.  These summaries must be written in 
German and be approximately one quarter to one half of a page long.  This assignment is DUE 
ON NOVEMBER 2. 
For extra credit, you can watch an additional news segment and write a summary of it.   
 
Midterm and Final Exams (10 percent).  Take home midterm and final exams will test you on 
the grammar points we cover in class as well as the readings from David Clay Large’s book 
Berlin.  The final exam will also have a short writing assignment in German.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Semesterplan 
 
19. August   Introduction.  What is a “Großstadt?”  How do we discuss  
    literature and film?  Redemittel 

Excerpt from Gottfried Ephraim Lessing, Minna von Barnhelm 
(1757); Heinrich Heine, “Berlin” (1822-1824) and excerpt from  
Reisebilder (1830) 

 
24. August   Berlin: A Fascinating Place To Be?.  Excerpt from E.T.A.   
    Hoffmann, Des Vetters Eckfenster (1822) 
 
26. August   Des Vetters Eckfenster
 
31. August   A City of Leisure?  Excerpts from Theodor Fontane, Irrungen, 
    Wirrungen (1887); Paul Lindenberg, Berlin. Bilder und Skizzen 
    (1885); and Paul Lindau, Der Zug nach dem Westen (1886)  
    Large 1-46 
 
2. September   Walther Rathenau. „Die schönste Stadt der Welt“ (1902); 
    Leo Colze. „Berliner Warenhäuser“ (1908) 
 
7. September   The Big, Bad, Corrupting City.  Excerpt from Max Kretzer, 
    Meister Timpe (1887); Julius Hart, „Auf der Fahrt nach Berlin“ 
    (1885) 
    Large 47-108 
 
9. September   Gerhart Hauptmann, excerpt from Neue Tragikkomödie (1906) 
 
14. September Decadent Berlin.  Excerpt from Heinrich Mann, Im Schlaraffenland 

(1900) 
 
16. September  Im Schlaraffenland
 
21. September  Poetic Berlin?  Georg Heym, “Berlin III” (1910); 
    “Der Gott der Stadt” (1910); “Die Dämonen der Stadt” (1910)  
    Large 109-156 
 
23. September  Weimar Berlin I 
    Excerpts from Irmgard Keun, Das kunstseidene Mädchen  

(1932); Alfred Döblin, Berlin Alexander Platz (1929) 
 
28. September  Weimar Berlin I-II.  Keun und Döblin; Excerpt from 

Erich Kästner, Emil und die Detektive (1929) 
 
30. September  Weimar Berlin II.  Emil und die Detektive
 
5. Oktober   Weimar Berlin III.  Films: Berlin: Sinfonie einer Großstadt 
    (1927) and M (1931) 
 
7. Oktober   Weimar Berlin III.  Films: Berlin: Sinfonie einer Großstadt
    and M
 
12. Oktober Berlin in Wartime: Excerpt from Rachel Seiffert, The Dark Room 

(2002) 
 Large 319-368 



14. Oktober   Postwar Berlin.  Film: Die Mörder sind unter uns (1946) 
    Large 369-444 
 
19. Oktober   Take Home Midterm due 

Die Mörder sind unter uns
 
21. Oktober   The Divided City: Excerpt from Peter Schneider, Die   
    Mauerspringer (1982) 
    Large 445-516 
 
26. Oktober   Die Mauerspringer
   
28. Oktober   Film: Himmel über Berlin (1987) 
 
2. November   Internet Video News Assignment Due 

Himmel über Berlin  
 
4. November   Reunification.  Peter Schneider, Eduards Heimkehr (1999) 
    Large 517-584 
 
9. November   Eduards Heimkehr

Jahrestag: Das Ende des ersten Weltkrieges (1918);  
    das Bierhallenputsch (1923); Krystallnacht (1938); 
    Der Fall der Berliner Mauer (1989)     
 
11. November   Film: In weiter Ferne, so nah! (1993) 
 
16. November   In weiter Ferne, so nah!
    Large 585-649 
 
18. November   Multicultural Berlin. Emine Sevgi Özdamar, 
    Mutter Zunge (1990)  
  
23. November   Kein Unterricht  
 
25. November   THANKSGIVING 
 
30. November   Monika Maron, Geburtsort Berlin (2003) 
 
2. Dezember   Geburtsort Berlin
 
 
Dienstag, den   Take Home Final DUE 
14. Dezember   Please turn in at department office, HB 407 
13.15 


