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Texts:  
1. Introduction to Philosophy Through Science Fiction   
2. Short Stories and text located on reserve at the Sterne Library front desk.  
  
I may be reached by e-mail at droberts61@yahoo.com or by phone 934-4805.  
 
Course Description and Purpose: In daily living, we make many judgments. Some are crucial, 
some moderately important, while others are relatively lack-luster. Judgments are made utilizing 
criteria that we affirm to be correct. The sets of criteria, which each of us has, constitute what 
may be called primary beliefs. In this course, we will examine a number of primary beliefs that 
have been developed by many thinkers. More than likely some of these beliefs will be similar to 
your own if not identical, and I would suspect that you regard these beliefs as highly 
fundamental in making decisions and judgments. The purpose of this course is to examine 
critically primary beliefs and the reasons supporting them. The justification for such critical 
examination is that none of us would wish to make important decisions and judgments using 
beliefs that are incorrectly formulated or based on improper foundations.  
 
Benefits: The main benefits of the course for you are threefold. (I borrow these ideas from 
Monroe Beardsley). One, you will obtain increased clearness with respect to your own beliefs 
and their formulation. Two, you will obtain increased assurance that your beliefs are reasonable, 
that the grounds of your beliefs admit of consistency and adequacy. Three, your beliefs will 
become more harmonized into a unified set of beliefs so that your judgments will retain a high 
degree of compatibility.  
A final benefit for you is that an organized set of primary beliefs has practical value. Your future 
employer will interview you to determine one primary thing; he has problems and he needs a 
problem solver. He wants someone who can recognize a problematic set of conditions, ask the 
proper questions, obtain the relevant data, suggest and test a resolution to the problem, and carry 
through. This course will attempt to develop in you a critical attitude; it will be an intellectual 
boot camp, as it were. The goal will be to develop critical thinking skills now so that you will not 
have to try to develop them later, which will be too late. To put it frankly, now is the time to 
develop the problem solving skills you will need to succeed in the professional or business 
world.  
A side benefit is that the course will be fun, at least, I hope so. Part of that fun will be your 
helping me to find out what works with the text and short stories. A lot of the fun will also be 
hammering out arguments in class. Your input will be invaluable. Much of how the book turns 
out will depend on you. I think that you will have fun critically examining the contents and 
determining what makes sense and what doesn't.  
Along those lines, please do not hesitate to send e-mail concerning criticisms, corrections or 
suggestions. Or, just drop me a written note. May I suggest that you keep a running diary about 
class discussions and the text. Since the book is a one time use item, mark it up with your notes 
and comments. Then, bring up your points in class so that we may discuss them with everyone 
else.  



Requirements: There will be four exams, each worth 25 points: total possible points 100. The 
exams will be multiple-choice, true/false, fill in the blank, and short answer. Please, do not show 
up late for an exam. Should you come in late and someone has left, then you will be required to 
take a make-up exam. (See below about make-up exams). There is the possibility of Bonus 
Quizzes at anytime during the course.  
 
Office Hours: I do not have an office at UAB. However, should you need to see me, please 
catch me after class and we will find a place to meet. If at any time you need help, do not hesitate 
to contact me, but please do not wait until the last minute should there be something important 
(for example, doing poorly on an exam).  
 
Class Attendance: Attendance is required. Roll will be taken on an irregular schedule by 
signing a roll.  Do not have someone sign up for you. Four absences constitute failure of the 
course. You are responsible for keeping up with the number of your missed classes. If you must 
miss a class, please have a friend take notes for you.  If you are late, please enter quietly and take 
a chair by the side. Do not cross in front of the class, as doing so may interrupt the concentration 
of your classmates, not to mention my own. Should you have to leave early, please let me know. 
Sit at a side seat so that your exit will not disturb the class. Please turn your cell phones and 
beepers to silent mode.  
 
Makeups: (NO EXCEPTIONS) Quizzes or exams will not be made up unless I am contacted 
before or immediately after the class for the specific quiz. A missed quiz is recorded as a 0. 
Make up quizzes, which will be essay exams, will be more difficult than original quiz inasmuch 
as more time for study is obtained. All make-up exams will be on the day of the 4th quiz.   
 
Cheating: Cheating is unacceptable at any time. Your answers on exams should be precisely 
that, your own. Using the ideas of others constitutes grounds for failing the course.  
Specific Objective of Course:  
1. I will expect you to know the definitions of some of the basic terms used in philosophical 
language. Clarification of these definitions should be of great use to you as you advance through 
school and life. You will also learn the introductory arguments for and against philosophical 
principles underlying fundamental beliefs. Pay attention to these arguments; they serve as the 
basic road maps to overall positions on more specific matters.  
2. I will expect you at the end of the course to be able to make judgments that are supported by 
sound reasoning. You will learn the fundamentals of sound reasoning in our class discussions. 
Hands on practice is the best way to learn the methods of critique and defense. In or out of 
school, now or later, you will eventually have to make some very important decisions. It is all for 
the good to have a background in reasoning properly on important issues. That background will 
undoubtedly save you toil and trouble later on. Thus, try to participate in class discussion; 
present and defend your judgments/on important matters.  
3. The course will be difficult. It will require careful reading, listening, dialogue, preparation for 
quizzes, and writing on your part. But though the going will be tough, the rewards, educationally 
and personally, will be there if you do the work. Remember, learning is done by the student; the 
instructor merely acts as a supply house and guide. You will get out of the course only what you 
put in it.  
 
 
 
 



Helpful Hints:  
1. Always prepare well ahead of an exam. Get together with other students and form a study 
group. Study group participants almost always do better on exams than persons who study alone.  
2. To prepare for an exam, again get together with other students. Review your notes. If there are 
parts of your notes that do not make sense, clear the problems up as soon as possible. Needless to 
say, I am available for help if there are items in your notes which you do not understand. 
However, if you come to me for help, make sure that you have first read the material and 
struggled with the arguments.  
3. If you don't understand a point made in class, raise your hand and ask a question. Don't let the 
point slip by; it may be an important one. In my class, there are no stupid or ridiculous questions 
or answers unless I make them.  
4. Don't hesitate to ask questions after class if you think that you need a more complete 
explanation of points made.  
5. DO NOT call me the day before the exam with a multitude of questions.  
6. If you do poorly on exams one and two, make an appointment to see me. Do not go into exams 
three and four with a low average. Should you have difficulty with grammar, syntax or paragraph 
development of the written short answer questions, I strongly recommend that you seek help at 
the English Writing Lab located on the second floor of the Humanities Building.  
7. When taking my essay exams (on any exams for that matter), follow these procedures:  
a) read the questions carefully;  
b) conceive in your mind what you think the main point(s) of the question are;  
c) outline an answer to the question beginning first with an introductory paragraph telling the 
reader what you think is the problem, then go on to describe the solution you think is appropriate 
to the problem, and how you will establish that solution;  
d) then develop your answer accordingly. Write carefully using straightforward language; be 
clear and precise. Don't pad your essay with irrelevant material;  
e) proof read your exam; read it slowly moving your lips. If you have to pause because the 
sentence(s) doesn't make sense, because you have unrelated points in the same paragraph or 
sentence, because you cannot see where the argument is going or why it ended where it did, then 
you can be quite certain that I will have the same problems. Do not hope that I will read between 
the lines, as it were, to get the ideas clear for you. Remember, I will only give you credit for what 
you put down on paper; and  
f) go over you exam when you get it back. If you have questions about it, call me and we will go 
over it together.  
8. Prepare for exams at least two days before the exam. Do not prepare only on the day before. 
Never read any material just before the exam. It may be all that you remember and could confuse 
you.  
9. When you take notes, write in complete sentences as much as possible. Cross-reference your 
notes with page numbers from the book. You should be able to read your notes as if they were a 
newspaper article on the discussed topic.  
  


