
Philosophy 120-8Q: Practical Reasoning 
Fall 2003 

Instructor: Lisa Rasmussen, Ph.D. 
Thursdays, 7-9:30 p.m., HB311 

 
Office Hours: by appointment only.  Please talk to me in class or via email to work out a time and 
place that works for both of us.  The library and student center are good places to meet. 
 
Textbook: Invitation to Critical Thinking, 5th edition, Joel Rudinow and Vincent Barry (editors) 
 
Contact: lisa@rasmussen.name. This is the best way to reach me.  If you have a question about 
class or about office hours, please give me reasonable time to respond and to adjust my schedule. 
 

Course description: 
 

To give you an idea of my bias, I think everyone in college should be required to take a critical 
thinking course.  It is not, and should not be, a tool for philosophers only.  Our ability to think 
reasonably and carefully has a great influence on the choices we make – what to buy, where to 
work, whom to love, what to believe.  Improving your critical thinking ability will help you make 
better choices about your lives, and will make you feel more confident in the choices you do 
make. 
 We will cover several of the major areas of critical thinking, beginning by learning about 
arguments generally, and the function of language.  From there, we will move on to a more 
‘formal’ understanding of arguments, learning to pick out and diagram parts of arguments.  We 
will do some formal logic (using formulas to represent arguments), and then move on to what are 
called the “informal fallacies” (you may recognize such fallacies as the Straw Man, the False 
Dilemma, or the Slippery Slope).    
 Grading will be based on several components, the most important of which is the 
(almost) weekly assignments.  You will turn in 10 assignments over the course of the semester 
(you choose which 10 out of 13 to hand in), each worth 6% of your grade.  The tools and skills 
we will be learning in this course require practice and understanding, not rote memorization.  
Between course lectures, class activities, and assignments, I intend to give you a good deal of 
practice with these skills.  There will be a midterm (15% of your grade) and a final (20%).  Five 
percent of your grade will be based on class attendance and participation.   
 
 

Schedule: 
 
August 21:  Introduction 
 
August 28: Chapter 1 (pp. 3-34)  
 Assignment: Exercises 1.1, 1.22, 1.23, 1.32  
 
September 4: Chapter 2 (pp. 39-63) 
 Assignment: Exercises 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.12 
 
REMAINING ASSIGNMENTS TO BE HANDED OUT IN CLASS TWO WEEKS AHEAD 
OF TIME.  CONTACT ME OR ANOTHER STUDENT TO FIND OUT THE 
ASSIGNMENT IF YOU MISS A CLASS. 
 
September 11: Chapter 3 (pp. 73-88) 



 
September 18: Chapter 4 (pp. 93-117) 
 
September 25: Chapter 5 (pp. 123-137) 
 
October 2: Chapter 6, first half (pp.145-156; end before “Constructing Formal Analogies”) 
Review for exam. 
 
October 9:  Midterm exam (Covering Ch. 1- part of Ch. 6 discussed on 10/2/03) 
 
October 16:  Chapter 6, Part II: 156-179 
Exams to be handed back 
 
NOTE: LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW WITH A “W”:  October 21 
 
October 23: Chapter 7: 186-202 
 
October 30: Chapter 8: 211-233 
  
November 6: Chapter 9: 235-253 
  
November 13: Chapter 10: 257-268 
 
November 20:  Chapter 11: 275-303 
 
November 27:  THANKSGIVING; NO CLASS 
 
December 4:  Chapter 12: 311-327 
 Review for final Exam 
 
December 11: Final exam (cumulative)  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grading: You will be graded as follows: 
 
60% weekly assignments 
15% midterm exam 
20% final exam 
5% participation and attendance 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  There is always a possibility that the syllabus will need to be changed.  It will 
be your responsibility, if you have missed a class or part of a class, to find out what was discussed 
and whether there were any changes.   
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 


