
PHL 125: Introduction to Ethics  
Fall term, 2000 

Mondays and Wednesdays I :00-3:05 p.m.        Humanities Bldg. 
311               Instructor: Theodore Benditt      Office: 407E 
Humanities Bldg.          Telephone: 934-4083        E-
mail: tbenditt@uab.edu                                Office hours: Wednesdays 3: 15-4:00 and 
Thursdays 10:30-11 :30  

Text: The Elements of Moral Philosophy, by James Rachels. Assignments are indicated in 
parentheses, following the topic.  

Schedule and Assignments:                                                                                                                  
Sept. II  Introduction  
Sept. 13  Euthanasia (handouts)  
Sept. 18  Statements on morality (handout)  
Sept. 20  Moral argumentation (handout; chapter I )                                                                      
Sept. 25 History of ethics: pre-modern  
Sept. 27  History of ethics: modern  
Oct. 2   Exam  
Oct. 4   Relativism ( chapter 2)  
Oct.9   Subjectivism (chapter 3)  
Oct. 11  Morality and religion (chapter 4)  
Oct. 16  Psychological egoism ( chapter 5)  
Oct. 18  Ethical egoism ( chapter 6)                
Oct. 23  Exam  
Oct. 30  Utilitarianism (chapters 7, 8)  
Nov. I   Kant (chapter 9, 10)  
Nov.6   Social contract ethics ( chapter II )  
Nov.8   Ethics of care (chapter 12)  
Nov. 13  Virtue ethics (chapter 13)  
Nov. 15  Exam (1-4 p.m.)  

Grading System: There will be three exams, the third of which will be given during the finals 
period. Study questions will be provided prior to each exam. Each exam counts one third of your 
grade. Participation in class discussion is encouraged and effective participation can help your 
grade in borderline cases.  

Classes are an important part of the course; you will not be able to rely solely on the  
textbook for the course material. My office hours are listed above; please do not hesitate to come 
to see me if you think you are having difficulty with any of the material in the course or if you 
are especially interested in some topic and want to talk more about it.  

For information about philosophy at UAB, visit the Philosophy Department website at:         
http:/ /www.uab.edu/philosophy .  


