
Religion Syllabus, Fall 1997  

Philosophy of Religion 

PHL 203 Fall, 1997,  
Professor Gregory Pence, Department of Philosophy & School of Medicine Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:45-7:45 PM  
Office: Room 402, Humanities Building  
Voice Mail: 934-8922, email: pence@uab.edu  
Departmental Secretary: 934-4805  

This course surveys philosophical issues that involve the ultimate questions of life and death, such as whether there is an 
afterlife, whether God exists, whether a good God can allow innocent humans to experience evil, and contrasting theories 
of life and ethics that posit no supernatural entities.  
Because most people know little of the world's religions, the course also surveys historical developments of some major, 
philosophical controversies in the Judaeo-Christian-Islamic tradition, and several major dilemmas in Buddhism, 
Hinduism, and Confucianism, and as such, gives quite a bit of detail about the original founders of these world religions.  
The course is open to everyone, with no prerequisites.  

Textbooks:  
God and Reason, (GR) Ed Miller  
Seven Dilemmas in World Religions, (SD) L. Stephens and G. Pence  
The Bible (King James version, paperback, buy anywhere but buy this version)  
The Source, (S) James Mitchner  

Date ToDic Assignment (read for next class)  

9/15 Two Meanings of Life SD, l; S, pp. 1-120.  
9/17 Judaism & Hellenism Genesis, 1-5, Exodus, 21-23, The Source, 120-0. ' 0. 9/22 Quiz 1; Judaism, Biblical Gospel of 
Mark; SD, 2 literalism.  
9/24 ETS Movie: The Last The Source, 240-420. Temptation of Christ  
1 Bonus Point: Read Gospel of John  
9/29 Quiz 2; Two Gospels SD, 3; S, 420-480. 1 Bonus Point: Watch  
10/1 Paul and Augustine Source, 420-600; 10/6 TEST 1 (2 hours) SD, 4; S, 600-644. 10/8 Islam and Concepts of God GR, 
1-2.  
10/13 Quiz 3: Philosophical Theology SD, 5, "Is God a Person?" "' 10/15 Reincarnation, Karma & SD, 6, "Does 
Anything...?" Brahman  
1 Bonus Point: Watch "A Passage to India" & do report  
 
10/20 Quiz 4: Buddhism: Meaning of  
Life w/o the Supernatural? The Source, 644-744.. 10/22 More on Buddhism GR, Ch. 3  
10/27 TEST 2 (2 hours) GR, Ch, 4 & S 10/29 Arguments for God's Exist. GR, 6 & 7  
11/3 Quiz 5: Video: "Does God Exist?" Gr. 8 and 9    
11/5 The Problem of Evil SD, 7; Aquinas handout 11/10 Quiz 6; Confucianism GR, 10, SD, 8 & Morality  
11/12 Conclusions and Review Finish Source; Review 11/19 TEST 3 (9 am-noon)  
11/21 papers due at 11 AM (papers lose 1 pt. per 24 hrs...late)  
 
 
 
 



Course grade consists of:  6 quizzes, 5 points each  30 points                                                                                          
3 tests,    17 points each  51 points                                                                                          
1 paper                             14 points                                                                                 
Class answers/ attendance 5 points                                                                                     
Total regular class =       100 points                                                                                 
plus several possible bonus points  

If a quiz or test is missed for anv reason. and the professor gives the student  permission for a make-up, the student may 
make up the quiz or test points by taking the Alternative Last ~am, which will be Test 3 plus questions on the material 
missed, rather than Test 3 (which only covers the material since Test 2). In other words,  missing a quiz or test means you 
have to take a last test more like a comprehensive final exam and less like the third test on a specific amount of material. 
There is also a mandatory 1-point deduction on a quiz, 2-point deduction on a test, for a make-up (because you have more 
time to study and because part of life is learning to show up on time) such that the maximal score on a make-up quiz is 4 
and a make-up test, 15.  

How the Class Works:  

Students each day will be called upon in random order to answer the questions about the assigned reading. The 
grade      of 1-5 points at the end of the course is based on these answers.  

If you disappear from the course and do not notify me, you will receive zeros for missed quizzes and tests. 
Therefore, you should call and leave a message with the Departmental Secretary (Mrs. Ledbetter) at 934-4805 or on my 
personal office answering machine (934-8922). Simply to disappear is to abandon a11 hope of passing. Whatever happens 
to you, you are near a phone. Even when tragedy strikes, things can be worked out if you work with me and let me know 
what's going on. Call! Call! Call! Manners are minor morals. Call! Most people don't do well or drop out because they 
make bad assumptions. Check out your assumptions with me and I will tell you the truth.  

On Papers: First, read the papers in the A paper file for Contemporary Moral Issues upstairs in the Philosophy Department 
Office.  
               
 Respectfully ask our departmental Senior Secretary, for permission to see the papers. (Her hours are 8 AM -5 PM,  
and she goes to lunch 1-2 PM). You must read these papers at the table outside my office and you may not photocopy 
them.  
Second, check your topic out with me. I will tell you if it is too hard, too easy, or if there is one great source for your 
topic.  
Third, if you use an article or book for your paper, YOU CANNOT COPY WORD- FOR-WORD EVEN ONE 
PARAGRAPH FROM THE ARTICLE .TO DO SO IS CHEATING! IT is CALLED "PlAGIARISM" AND IT IS A 
FORM OF LYING. WHY? Because you are lying by allowing a false impression to be created that YOU ACTUALLY 
WROTE THESE WORDS AND THOUGHT THFSE THOUGHTS.  

To motivate you against doing this, photocopy your most important articles (and don't return your books to the 
library) until after I post the final grades. I may ask you to show me your sources before giving you a final course grade.  

Finally, I know that most of you would rather not write a paper, but you only learn to write by being forced to do 
it (1 was forced; I learned). But you can make it SO much easier if you get it done in advance and let me help you. I will 
give it a tentative numerical grade, e.g., 10 out of IS points, and I will help you make it better. The point of writing a paper 
is not to already know how to write a great paper but to learn how to write one. But you've got to be organized to let me 
help you on this option. Part of what I'm offering to help you learn in this course is how to organize a paper and write 
well.  
 


