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University of Alabama at Birmingham
PSC 102: INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Instructor: Dr. Nikos Zahariadis

Spring 2004 Office: 238 Ullman
Tel.: 934-3482
Hours: T Th 11-12:15; 2-3
and by appointment

E-mail: nzaharia@uab.edu

Course Description: This course compares governments around the world
including the political systems of ou~ allies and foes.

Course Obiectives: The course will try to accomplish two things. First, you
will learn about other countries and their politics. This will be done by
comparing the historical experiences, political institutions and policies
of several "worlds". To do this we will use as examples the United Kingdom,
France, Mexico, and Russia. Second, you will clarify your own values.
Any~rme-you learn about other countries you lnevitably call into question
your own assumptions, expectations and preferences. By continually using
the U.S. as a frame of reference I hope you will learn more about politics
in our own country as well.

Often introductory courses such as this lack a clear focus and merely
describe day-to-day operations of different governments. To avoid this
problem we will build this course around the themes of transition and
democracy. The world now does not look the same as it did even five years
ago. How have different governments managed the political and economic
transition that has characterized the world in recent years? How are
countries, particularly in the former communi$t bloc, dealing with the
risks and opportunities that democracy poses?

A basic principle of the course is that learning must be a challenge
and that you must pull together material on your own to find answers. Hence
lectu~es and discussions are designed to help you think through issues
raised in class and assist you in drawing your own conclusions.

Reauirements: There will be three examinations: 1) on February 10; 2) on
March 9; and 3) the final on April 22.

!n addition, at the beginning of each period on the dates below, you
will be given a geography quiz. Here students must identify six countries
from a given area of the world. There will be five such quizzes given in
the following order: -

Jan. 29,
Feb. 12,
Feb. 19,
Mar. 4,
Apr. 6,

Europe
North, Central America and the Caribbean
Africa
South America
Asia

You are also asked to keep a journal. What you need to do is select a
country other than the four formally examined in this course. Clip or
photocopy articles about that country reported in The Economist, The New
York Times, The Christian Science Monitor, or any other periodical or
newspaper and put your clippings into a dossier/journal format. There
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should be at least 20 entries spanning the entire semester. For each
article that you clip, you need to write a short paragraph summarizing the
main points. For your journal you also need to write an introduction (1-2
pages) where you state what country you are going to research and a 2-3
page conclusion where you show how different or how similar this country is
with the u.s. and what can Americans learn from it. Don't hesitate to state

your opinion in the conclusion. Please type. The journal is due on April 8.

To keep up with current events we will also review selected readings
from The Economist. These will supplement our knowledge by seeing how
material we examine in the text applies in real life.

Finally, you are asked to participate in class discussions and to keep
up with all of your readings. In our discussions it is inevitable that our
views and perceptions will differ. I expect you to freely challenge
anyone's assumptions and statements that differ from your own. Be prepared,
however, to substantiate what you say with sound arguments. In so far as
required readings go, it is'your responsibility to be thoroughly familiar
with them before they are discussed in class. ReSponsibility of course does
not imply memorization of facts. You will do much better if you can
understand the broad themes and spirit of the readings and then be able to
use them in"discussion. Finally, you should know that my lectures will
supplement rather than substitute for material in the text. So it is your
responsibility to be familiar and keep up with both.

Evaluation: You will be given a certain number of points for each
assignment. Their sum at the end of the term will constitute your final
grade. Hence:

A =
of which: B =

C =
D =
F =

360+
320-359
280-319
240-279
239-

points
"

"
"

------------------------------

TOTAL 400 points

Regyired Texts:

G. Almond et aI, Comparative Politics Todav, Longman, 2003.

Students are also asked to subscribe to The Economist at a reduced rate.
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A Tentative Reading and Discussion Schedule

Week of Jan. 6: WHAT IS COMPARATIVE POLITICS?
(Part 1)

II " .Tan. 13: THE COMPARATIVE METHOD
(Lecture; Chs. 5-7)

II " Jan. 20: POLITICS IN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES

Exam 1 100 "
Exam 2 100 "

Exam 3 100 u

Participation 20 "

Quizzes 30 "

Journal 50 u
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(Chs. 19 )

" Jan. 27-: THE UNITED KINGDOM:
(Ch. 8)

HISTORY AND INSTITUTIONS

" Feb. 3: THE UNITED KINGDOM: POLICY
(Ch. 8)

" Feb. 10: REVIEW AND Exam 1 on Feb. 10

" Feb. 17: POLITICS IN FRANCE: HISTORY AND CULTURE
(Ch. 9)

" Feb. 24: FRANCE: INSTITUTIONS
(Ch. 9)

II Mar. 2: FRANCE: POLICY
(Ch. 9)

" Mar. 9: POLITICS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
(Lecture) Exam 2 on Mar. 9

"
" Mar. 30: MEXICO: HISTORY AND INSTITUTIONS

(Ch. 14)

"
II Apr. 6: MEXICO: POLICY

(Ch. 14)
Journal due: Apr. 8

"
" Apr. 13: POLITICS IN RUSSIA

(Ch. 12)

"
II Apr. 20: REVOLUTION IN EASTERN EUROPE

(Lecture)

Final Exam: Apr. 22

I look forward to working with you this semester. Please do
hesitate to ask me any questions. Good luck!


