
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM 
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures 

 
SPA 201- Intermediate Spanish 

 
Spring 2005, Tu/Th 
 

Spanish 201, Section 2C        Instructor: J. Fernando Palacios 
 
Office: 413- A         Office Hours: Thursdays 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. or by appointment  
 
Telephone: (205) 934-8795        E-mail: palacios@uab.edu   
 

You can download this syllabus at www.uab.edu/foreignlang/spanish 
 
I. TEXTBOOK* 

Hershberger, Fast, López Cox, Navey-Davis & Nalbone (2001).  Plazas. Lugar de encuentro para 
la hispanidad (First edition). Boston:  Heinle & Heinle. 

 
*The textbook will come packaged with the Audio CD, Workbook and Answer Key. 
You need to have a Spanish/English dictionary of your choice. 
 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Spanish 201 is the third course of a three-course sequence (101, 102 and 201). The general goal of the 
course is to acquaint students with Spanish language and Hispanic cultures and to provide opportunities 
for language practice and cultural awareness. At the end of this course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Understand and appreciate everyday elements of Hispanic cultures. 
2. Speak about chapter topics in Spanish. 
3. Comprehend spoken Spanish passages based on chapter topics and vocabulary. 
2.   Read and understand Spanish passages based on chapter topics and vocabulary. 
4. Write in Spanish based on chapter topics and vocabulary. 

 
III. ATTENDANCE, CLASS PARTICIPATION AND CLASSROOM POLICIES 
 
Class participation, contribution and actual speaking in the target language is crucial in order to learn a 
language, therefore class attendance is mandatory. Any absence is going to affect students’ class 
participation and final grade. If under special circumstances, students need to miss classes, the 
following attendance policy will be applied: 
 
3-days a week classes: 2 % from the FINAL grade is deducted for EACH absence above 4. More than 9 
absences will result in an AUTOMATIC “F”. 
2-days a week classes: 2 % from the FINAL grade is deducted for EACH absence above 3. More than 7 
absences will result in an AUTOMATIC “F”. 
 
 
 
 



CLASS PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION 
 
You are graded on the following factors DAILY: 

- being well-prepared for the class 
- making positive contributions to the class 
- regular use of new vocabulary 
- recycling vocabulary from previous chapters 
- grammatically and phonetically correct answers 
- volunteering to answer and ask questions 
- always using Spanish in the classroom  
- progress in the “skill of communication” 
- alertness 
- positive and good attitude 

 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 

 
1. Exams are ONLY taken on dates and times indicated on syllabus. Once the exam has started, 

students will not be allowed to leave the room unless they have finished and turned the exam in. If 
in case of medical emergency students miss an exam or quiz, they need to appeal directly to Dr. 
Lourdes Sánchez-López, Director, Introductory Spanish Program in order to be considered 
eligible for a make-up test no later than one day after having missed the exam (appropriate 
medical documentation must be presented).  

2. Classes begin promptly at hours scheduled.  More than ten minutes late to class will be considered 
one absence. On quiz and exam days, the oral part of the quiz or exam will not be repeated for 
latecomers. 

3. No credit will be given for homework turned in late. 
4. There is to be no eating in the classroom. 
5. Phones and pagers should be turned off while in class.  
6. Students will need to refrain from chewing gum because it interferes with their oral production.  

 
THE UAB ACADEMIC HONOR CODE 

 
UAB expects all students to function according to the highest ethical and professional standards. 
Academic misconduct undermines the purpose of education. Unacceptable behaviors such as abetting, 
cheating, plagiarism, fabrication and misrepresentation are serious violations of the UAB Academic 
Honor Code and are punishable by a range of penalties. For more information, please visit the UAB 
website at http://www.catalog.uab.edu/UAB-Catalog2004-2006/ 
 
IV. GRADING 
Class preparation and participation, and participation in cultural events    10% (see policies above)  
Chapter exams         60% (15% each)   
Final written exam          15% 
Final oral exam         10% 
Lab assignments          5% 
Total          100% 
 

A = 92-100; B = 82-91; C =72-81; D = 62-71; F = 0-61  
 
V.   EXAMS 

1.There will be four (4) chapter exams during the semester where your listening, reading and writing skills 
will be evaluated. The dates of these exams are printed on your syllabus. Your instructor will announce the 
content and format of these exams. 
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2.There will be a cumulative final exam. The emphasis of the material will be on the chapters covered 
since the last exam. 
3.“La bolsa”: There will be a final oral exam where you will show your ability to communicate using the 
grammar and vocabulary covered in the semester through your “bolsa”. You will work on your “bolsa” 
throughout the semester and will have ample practice to prepare for the exam (guidelines will be provided). 
 
 
VI. WORKBOOK ASSIGNMENTS 
 
BEFORE each class session, you need to prepare and study the assigned pages for that class. Then, you 
need to do the assigned workbook activities and self-correct them BEFORE you go to class. Your 
instructor will review them with you in class. Your instructor will expect you to raise questions about the 
material in the workbook, so that clarifications and additional explanations can be given in class. IT IS 
IMPERATIVE THAT YOU COMPLETE THE WORKBOOK EXERCISES CLASS-BY-CLASS 
THROUGHOUT THE CHAPTER IN ORDER TO REINFORCE THE MATERIAL COVERED 
DURING EACH CLASS. On the day of the chapter exam, you will hand in the assigned workbook pages 
from the chapter.  Late work will not be accepted. Each chapter assignment will be graded based on the 
completeness and the quality of the work.  
 
VII. AUDIO CD ASSIGNMENTS  
 
The Audio CD accompanies the textbook. Students must listen to the Audio CD and prepare listening 
assignments BEFORE COMING TO CLASS. There are two sections labeled En contexto and 
Vocabulario Esencial in the book. Listen to the Audio CD at home as many times as needed to complete 
the accompanying exercises in the book. Your instructor will always follow up these exercises in class. 
 
VIII.     LAB ASSIGNMENTS 
(For an extended guide to the lab assignments, visit www.uab.edu/foreignlang/spanish)
 
For every chapter, you are expected go to FLMS, complete several activities and have them ready by the 
due date specified on the syllabus. The activities and the order in which they should be done are the 
following: 
 
1. CD-ROM. You need to go to FLMS and check out one of the PLAZAS CD-ROMS (The CD-ROM is 
NOT the Audio-CD that comes packaged with the textbook!). You will need to leave your Student ID or 
Driver’s License at the FLMS office while using the CD-ROM. You CANNOT take the Plazas-CD home. 
You need to complete the assigned activity, PRINT IT and hand it in to your instructor. 
 
2. SINTESIS VIDEO SEGMENTS. For each chapter, there is a video segment that you need to watch at 
FLMS (WORKS ONLY ON PC COMPUTERS). As you do the viewing, you need to complete activities 
1 (pre-viewing, segment 1), 2 (pre-viewing, segment 2) and 3 (viewing, segment 2) of the section in the 
PLAZAS textbook called Síntesis ¡A Ver!. Be ready to discuss it in class. In order to access the video 
segments you need to do the following: 
 

a. Double-click on the Videos & Films folder on the desktop 
b. Select your language. 
c. Finally, select your course. 
 

While you are watching it, you need to have your PLAZAS textbook with you in order to complete the 
corresponding assignments under "Sintesis, ¡A VER!" in the book and be ready to discuss it in class, and 
hand it in if your instructor requires it.  
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3. ON-LINE QUIZZES. This activity can be done at FLMS or AT HOME IF YOU HAVE INTERNET 
ACCESS. Students need to go to the website “http://plazas.heinle.com" and work on the assigned "on-line 
quiz" for the chapter. Once completed, you need to send it to your instructor BY E-MAIL.   
 
 

Calendar 
 
Consult the following schedule in order to prepare for each class. The pages indicated will be 
covered on that day of class. You must prepare these pages and any corresponding workbook and 
tape assignment BEFORE CLASS.  
 
 
TU-1/4  Introduction to the course; VISIT FLMS-WEBCAPE PROFICIENCY EXAM 
 
TH-1/6   Cap. 11: El mundo del trabajo: Panamá 
  Preparation: pp. 301-306, do “En contexto”, WB:____________  
  
TU-1/11 Cap. 11: El mundo del trabajo: Panamá 

Preparation: pp. 307-315, WB: ________________ 
 
TH-1/13 Cap. 11: El mundo del trabajo: Panamá 
  Preparation: pp.316-321, WB: _________________ 
 
TU-1/18  Cap. 11: El mundo del trabajo: Panamá 

Preparation: pp.324-325, Do Sintesis A Ver, WB: ___________________ 
 

TH-1/20 Cap. 11: El mundo del trabajo: Panamá 
Preparation: pp.326-329, Do Sintesis A Leer and Escribir, WB:______________ 

 
TU-1/25  Review and catch up, Lab assignments due; La bolsa 1 
 
TH-1/27 Exam 1: Capítulo 11 (turn in WB) 
 
TU-2/1  Cap. 12: El medio ambiente: Costa Rica 
  Preparation: pp: 331-335, do “En contexto”, WB: _______________ 
 
TH-2/3   Cap. 12: El medio ambiente: Costa Rica 
  Preparation: pp. 336-342, WB: _________________ 
 
TU-2/8  Cap. 12: El medio ambiente: Costa Rica 
  Preparation: pp. 342-347, WB: _______________ 
 
TH-2/10 Cap. 12: El medio ambiente: Costa Rica 
  Preparation: pp. 348-349, do Síntesis “A ver”, study “V. esencial”,WB:_____ 
 
TU-2/15 Cap. 12: El medio ambiente: Costa Rica 
  Preparation: pp. 350-353, do Síntesis “A leer”, study “V. esencial”,WB:______ 
  Lab assignments due, La Bolsa 2 
 
TH-2/17 Exam 2: Capítulo 12 (turn in WB) 
 
TU-2/22 Cap. 13: El mundo del espectáculo: Perú y Ecuador 
  Preparation: pp. 362-366, do “En contexto”, WB: ___________ 
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TH-2/24 Cap. 13: El mundo del espectáculo: Perú y Ecuador 
  Preparation: pp: 366-372, WB: __________________ 
   
TU-3/1  Cap. 13: El mundo del espectáculo: Perú y Ecuador 
  Preparation: pp: 373-377, WB: _________________ 
 
TH-3/3  Cap. 13: El mundo del espectáculo: Perú y Ecuador 
  Preparation: pp. 378-379, WB: _________________ 
 
TU- 3/8  Cap. 13: El mundo del espectáculo: Perú y Ecuador 
  Preparation: pp: 378-383, do Síntesis, study “Voc. esencial” 

Lab assignments due, La bolsa 3 
 
TH-3/10 Exam 3: Capítulo 13 (turn in WB) 
 
TU-3/15 Cap: 14: La vida pública: Chile 
  Preparation: pp. 385-389, do “En contexto”, WB: ___________ 

 
TH-3/17 Cap: 14: La vida pública: Chile 
  Preparation: pp. 390-396, WB: _______________ 
 
TU-3/22 Cap: 14: La vida pública: Chile 

Preparation: pp. 397-401, WB: _____________ 
 
TH-3/24 Cap: 14: La vida pública: Chile 
  Preparation: pp. 401-405, Do Sintesis A ver, WB: ______________ 
 
3/26-4/3 Spring Break 
 
TU-4/5   Cap: 14: La vida pública: Chile 
  Preparation: pp. 406-410, WB: ________, Lab assigments due, La bolsa 4 
 
TH-4/7  Exam 4: capítulo 14 (turn in WB) 
 
TU-4/12 Cap. 15: Los avances tecnológicos: Uruguay 
  Preparation: pp. 412-415, do “En contexto”, WB: ___________ 
 
TH-4/14  Cap. 15: Los avances tecnológicos: Uruguay 
  Preparation: pp.416-420-23, WB: _____________ 
 
TU-4/19 Cap. 15: Los avances tecnológicos: Uruguay 
  Preparation: pp.423-434, Do Sintensis WB: ____________ 
  Lab Assigments due, La bolsa 5 
 
TH-4/21 Oral exams; Home: work on “Autopruebas” cap. 11-15 
   

Final exams can ONLY be taken on dates and times assigned by UAB. 
 

   Final exam: April 28, 2005 10:45-1:15 p.m.     Final oral exam: _______ 
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