
ARH 101-01 
(3 credit hours) 

Art History Survey: Renaissance to Modern 
Fall 2004 

 
Room: Roberts Hall 419 
Instructor: Dr. David Stewart 
Office Hours: MW 8:30-10:00,or by appointment. 
Telephone: 824-2587 
Email: stewartd@email.uah.edu  (I don’t use email for grades) 
 
Course Description: Survey of the major works of art and architecture produced since the Renaissance, 
their major themes, the artists, and the critical issues that affected the cultures in which they were created. 
 
Objectives: To learn the major works of art and architecture produced since the Renaissance, to understand 
their major themes, to learn the major artists and to understand the critical issues that affected the cultures 
in which they were created. 
 
The following objectives are also set: 
 

1) To impart to each student a spirit of intellectual curiosity 
2) To impart critical thinking skills 
3) To impart abilities in writing  
4) To encourage oral communication skills 
5) To impart aesthetic awareness and creativity 
6) To impart familiarity with human history and behavior 
7) To impart a knowledge of European and US cultures from 1400 to today 
8) To impart an understanding of the varying bases of ethical behavior and the varying duties of 

citizen ship in Western culture from 1400 to today. 
 
Textbooks: Gardner, Art Through the Ages, Vol. II and Spencer, Readings in Art History Vol. II. 
  
Course Requirements:  
 
Course requirements are designed to test the learning outcomes of the objectives listed above. 
 
Exams: There will be two exams. Each exam will cover one half of the course. Students are responsible for 
being able to identify all illustrations in Gardner discussed in class. Exams will include slide ID’s, slide 
comparisons and essays.  
 
Slide ID’s will test mastery of the core facts of the course. Students must be able to identify the artist, the 
title and date, as well as the style period of each work of art.  
 

Slide ID’s determine whether or not a student has learned  “the major works of art and 
architecture produced since the Renaissance” and learned “major artists.”  

 
Slide comparisons go deeper. They demand that students demonstrate, in paragraph form, their 
understanding of the intellectual, moral, cultural, and aesthetic differences between specific works of art 
from distinct style periods. They must explain how ideas and beliefs are expressed visually in different 
style periods. 
 

Slide comparisons determine whether or not a student understands “the critical issues that affected 
the cultures in which they were created.” 

 
 



 
 

They also test the following learning outcomes 
A) The student’s ability writing  is tested. Lecture material must be synthesized and 

communicated in paragraph form by developing a written, reasoned argument. 
B) The student’s ability develop aesthetic awareness is tested directed by requiring that the 

student explain aesthetic difference in terms of pure aesthetic qualities and in terms of the 
meanings those aesthetic qualities impart 

C) The student must demonstrate familiarity with human history and behavior by placing works 
of art within historical and behavioral, or sociological, frameworks 

D) The student must demonstrate their understanding of the cultures that produced the works of 
art discussed. 

E) The students must explain the varying bases of ethical and or political bases of the works of 
art they compare. 

 
Essay questions consist of one essay to demonstrate critical analysis skills, and one to demonstrate depth 
and subtlety of understanding.  
 
The critical analysis essay is based on an art historical essay read before class and then discussed in class. 
In this essay you will be required to state what areas of evidence the author considers, what areas of 
evidence are omitted, what areas of evidence are emphasized and what areas of evidence are not 
emphasized. What is more you will be required to state what kinds of questions this author considers and 
what kinds of questions are not considered. This essay question tests your ability to achieve critical 
distance and to consider alternative methodologies that other art historians employ when covering the same 
style period.  
 

A) The critical thinking skills are tested. 
B) The student’s ability in writing  is tested. 

 
The readings for this critical analyses essay also expose students to the following content areas and require 
mastery in these areas. 
  

A) aesthetic awareness and creativity 
B) familiarity with human history and behavior 
C) a knowledge European or US cultures from 1400 to today 
D) an understanding of the bases of ethical behavior or of citizenship 
 

 
The final essay question tests the depth of your understanding in one narrowly defined area. Here you are 
required to show your mastery of cultural context and aesthetics at a higher level and you are also invited 
to synthesize concepts learned in class to demonstrate an understanding of those concepts that goes deeper 
than simple memorization and repetition. Those whose skills stop at memorization and repetition will not 
be penalized, since this is a 100 level course designed to test basic competency in art history, but students 
will be given the opportunity through this essay to demonstrate their capacity to think beyond class lecture 
and to demonstrate innovative thinking made possible through depth of understanding.   
 

A) Here students are encouraged to demonstrate their spirit of intellectual curiosity. 
B) They are also encourage students  to demonstrate intellectual creativity. 
 

However the core function of this essay is for students to demonstrate depth of their learning outcomes in 
the following areas: 
 
A) abilities in writing  
B) aesthetic awareness and creativity 
 C) familiarity with human history and behavior 



 D) knowledge of European and US cultures from 1400 to today 
E) an understanding of the varying bases of ethical behavior and the varying duties of citizen ship in 
Western culture from 1400 to today. 
 
No make-ups will be considered without permission. Make-ups will be cumulative and will be given at the 
final exam. 
 
10% Quiz: This objective quiz will help to prepare you for the mid-term. Questions will be TRUE/FALSE 
and will highlight common mistakes that frequently impede students from achieving a concrete 
understanding of the cultural and aesthetic differences that distinguish the first style periods we cover. The 
goal of this quiz is to suggest what is necessary to achieve a successful mastery of the key cultural and 
aesthetic concepts tested for on the mid-term. 
 
It tests the following learning outcomes: 
 
A) aesthetic awareness and creativity 
B) familiarity with human history and behavior 
C) a knowledge of European cultures covered in the first third of the course 
D) an understanding of the varying bases of ethical behavior and the varying duties of citizenship in the 
first third of the course 
 
 
Papers: There will be 2 one-page papers.  Be brief and precise. These are visual analysis papers.  
 
 1) The first paper will use a reading as its starting point. It will test your ability to distill a single thesis 
from a reading. More importantly it demands that you build a link between the concept of that thesis and 
aesthetic expression. You will discover that this simple thesis is a once philosophical, religious, and ethical 
in its context. Your job is to argue that a work of art, produced in the same time and place, expresses the 
same thesis. To argue your case you will be tested exclusively on formal analysis. Through on analysis of 
aesthetic, or formal, elements, you must prove the link to the author’s thesis. Mastering this task you will 
discover the link between cultural concepts and aesthetic expression.  You must build the link, and in doing 
so you will discover that you must use your understanding to think creativity as you define a link between 
your reading and the work of art you choose to analyze. The work of art you choose must be one not 
discussed in class.  
 
This paper assesses the following learning outcomes: 
 
A) abilities in writing  
B) aesthetic awareness and creativity 
C) familiarity with human history and behavior 
D) a knowledge of European cultures  
E) an understanding of the bases of ethical behavior and the duties of citizen ship  
 
 
2) The second paper will be an analysis of a work of art of your choice in the Huntsville Museum of Art. 
This paper requires that you interpret a work of art, and not a slide projected in class. Your paper must 
have a thesis, interpreting the work of art you chose to view. Your paper must support that thesis through 
thorough visual analysis. 
 
This paper assesses the following learning outcomes: 
 
A) spirit of intellectual curiosity 
B) abilities in writing  
C) aesthetic awareness and creativity 
 



 
The first paper tests your ability to synthesize concept and aesthetic expression in a 1-2 page paper. This 
requires tight argumentation with a very tightly limited focus. The second paper will test your ability to 
support your thesis by applying all the visual analysis skills you have gained by the end of the course. Both 
of these papers are designed as 100 level opportunities to hone your writing skills through rigorous focus 
and thorough explication. 
 
Grading: Exam average is 60% of your final grade. Paper average is 30% of the final grade. 10% Quiz is 
10% of your final Grade. 
 
Grading Scale 
Exams and papers are given as essay assignments. Numerical grades are not given. 
A Superior achievement 
B Above average achievement 
C Average achievement 
D Passing achievement 
F Failing work 
 
Class discussion and class questions are vigorously encouraged. The more questions you ask the more you 
will learn.  
 
 Developing oral communication skills is highly encouraged. 
 
We will discuss in class three readings from the Spencer text. The quality of our coverage of the Spencer 
readings will dependent on the quality of your discussion of this reading orally in class. The Spencer 
reading essay will count 20% of your grade on the mid-term and 20% of your grade on the final. 
 
 Here oral communication is a key objective. 
 Success in oral communication is noted in class, but tested indirectly through the exam essays.  
 
Lecture and Reading Schedule
 
Week  Topic and Assignment
 
Aug. 30  Introduction 

Renaissance in the Fifteenth Century 
  Gardner, Chapters 20 &21 
 
   
 
 
Sept. 6  NO CLASS Monday  

In class formal analysis “dry run” Wednesday, NO GRADE 
Spencer Reading, Michael Baxandall, Friday 

     
Sept. 13  FIRST ONE PAGE PAPER DUE:  Sept. 13 
  The Sixteenth Century 
  Gardner, Chapter 22 & 23 
 
Sept. 20  10% QUIZ: Sept. 20 

The Baroque in Italy 
  Gardner, Chapter 24 
 
Sept. 27  The Baroque outside Italy 
   



Oct. 4  EXAM: Oct. 4 
  The Eighteenth Century 
  NO CLASS FRIDAY 
   
Oct. 11  The Eighteenth Century 
  Gardner, Chapter 24 continued, Gardner, Chapter 28 
   
Oct. 18  Romanticism/ Orientalism 
  Spencer, Morse Peckham, Oct 21 
   
Oct. 25  Realism 

Impressionism/ West meets East 
Gardner, Chapter 29 

 
Nov. 1  Post-Impressionism/ Feminism 
 
Nov. 8  Early Modernism 
  Gardner, Chapter 33 
  Spencer, Clement Greenberg, Nov. 12 
  
Nov. 15  Art at Mid-Century 
  Gardner, Chapter 34 
   
Nov. 22  Pop 

NO CLASS Nov. 24-27 
 
Nov. 29  Postmodernism 

Huntsville Museum of Art PAPER DUE Nov. 29 
  
 
Dec. 6  Postmodernism 
   
FINAL EXAM:  Friday, Dec. 17, 8:00-10:30 am 
   
   
Other dates: Other dates: Last Day to Add a Class, Sept. 3      
    Last Day to Withdraw with Refund, Sept. 13   

Last Day to Withdraw, Nov. 10 
 


