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John D. Fix 
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Office Hours By appointment 
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Textbook: 
Astronomy, Journey to the Cosmic Frontier
by John D. Fix 
McGraw-Hill, 3rd Edition  

Lab Book: 
Contemporary Activities in Astronomy 
by Darrel B. Hoff and Jeffrey A. Wilkerson
Kendall Hunt, 5th edition 
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Course Goals: 

After completing Exploring the Cosmos, you should  

• be familiar with the historical development of astronomy.  
• know about the tools astronomers use to create astronomical knowledge.  
• understand the physical principles that control the solar system.  
• know the important properties of the bodies in the solar system.  
• understand how comparing solar system bodies improves our understanding of 

them both.  
• have a strong enough background to be able to understand and enjoy articles and 

stories about astronomy for years to come.  

Exams: 

Material from the lectures and reading assignments will be the subject of three Hour 
Exams. The exams will be mostly multiple choice questions but may also include short 
answer questions, problems, and short essay questions. Calculators may and should be 
brought to the exams to work the problems. The exams will be held during regular class 
periods. The final exam will be comprehensive and will have the same weight as each 
hour exam. Copies of exams from a Fall 2003 are available on this website.  

Quizzes:  

To encourage you to keep up with the reading assignments, I will give a short quiz during 
each class for which there is a new reading assignment. The quizzes will consist of one or 
two extremely simple questions taken directly from the reading assignment. The 
combined score from the quizzes will count the same as an exam. Class periods during 
which there will be quizzes are indicated with asterisks on the lecture schedule.  

Problems: 

Problems and Figure Based Questions are found at the end of each chapter of the 
textbook. Those problems that are to be turned in to be graded are listed on the Problem 



Assignments page of this web site. The score from graded problems will have the same 
weight as one exam. Some of the assigned questions, or very similar questions, will 
appear on each of the exams. The combined exam scores, quiz scores, and graded 
problems will count 75% of the total course grade.  

Extra Credit:  

There are group exercises and planetarium activities at the ends of the chapters in the 
textbook. You may submit up to four of the group exercises and/or planetarium activities 
in Chapters 1 to 15 for extra credit. Each one is worth up to 5 points to be added to your 
total exam score. In all cases, a careful description of what you did and your results will 
be an important part of your report. The group exercises must be done in a group with at 
least two people, though each member of the group should submit a separate report. The 
planetarium activities must be done individually. The extra credit reports are due no later 
than the final day of class.  

Laboratories: 

You must attend one laboratory, scheduled in room 251 OB, each week starting the week 
of September 8. The laboratory sections will be taught by a graduate teaching assistant. 
Your laboratory score will count 25% of the total course grade.  

Grades: 

 
Grades will be determined according to the following scale.  

  

A 85 - 100 

B 70 - 85 

C 60 - 70 

D 50 - 60 

F 0 - 50 

 

Complaint Procedures: 

If you have difficulties or complaints related to this course, your first action usually 
should be to discuss them with me. If such a discussion would be uncomfortable for you 
or fails to resolve your difficulties, you should contact Professor Lloyd Hillman, Chair of 
the Department of Physics. Professor Hillman's office is OB 201. His telephone number 
is 824-2482. If you still are unsatisfied, you should discuss the matter with the Associate 



Dean of the College of Science. The Associate Dean's office and telephone number are 
MSB C207 and 824-6605.  

Students with Disabilities: 

I would like to hear from anyone who has a disability that may require some modification 
of seating, testing, or other class procedures. Please see me after class or during my office 
hours to discuss appropriate modifications.  

 


