
CM 113 Introduction to Rhetorical Communication Instructor 
Term Office Address 
Day & Time Telephone & Email 
Classroom Office Hours 
 
Course Objectives 
This course is designed to help students become more effective public communicators. Through composition, 
speaking experiences, and the study of rhetorical theory, students gain the knowledge necessary to actively partici-
pate as speakers and listeners in the public forum. Composition will include speech outlines and one or more written 
essays analyzing speeches. Speaking experiences will include the delivery of formal and informal speeches, partici-
pation in small group and class discussions, and individual oral critiques of fellow students’ speeches. Rhetorical 
theory will be studied through reading the textbook, listening to lectures, and engaging in homework and class work 
activities. Ideally, students will come away from this course more confident as speakers, more experienced as com-
municators, and better able to listen critically and constructively, to argue persuasively, and to organize ideas 
clearly. Towards these ends, each student will give three graded speeches as well as informal presentations, com-
plete informal written assignments, and midterm and final exams. All work is due on the date assigned. (NOTE: 
Please set cell phones and pagers to silent mode.) 
 
Required Textbook:
O’Hair, Dan and Rob Stewart. Public Speaking:  Challenges and Choices. Boston: Bedford, 1999. 
 
Grading
Because this class seeks to improve practical communication skills, regular attendance and active participation are 
crucial. Therefore, the attendance policy for CM 113 is quite strict: After three absences or days of partial atten-
dance, your course grade will be reduced one letter grade for each class you miss or partially attend up to 3 letter 
grades. There are no "excused absences" in this class—you are allowed three absences on the assumption that ill-
nesses or other problems getting to class may occur. In the event that you have an extended illness or other problem 
that prevents you from avoiding these penalties, you may consider dropping this class or seeking a retroactive with-
drawal if either is warranted under university policies. This strict attendance policy is not a punishment for those 
who are unavoidably ill, but an acknowledgment that failing to attend this class regularly, for whatever reason, con-
stitutes a failure to complete this class. Students should not skip class lightly since they could become ill later in the 
term and need to use one of these allowable absences. Whether you are absent on a given day or not, all assignments 
are due when scheduled and will be accepted late only in extreme cases, with prior permission of the instructor, and 
typically with significant grade reductions. Students who fail both the midterm and final examinations or who fail to 
give all graded speeches will not pass this class. Assignments will be weighted as follows: 
 
Informative Speech (5-7 min.)  20%  Exams     20% 
Persuasive Speech (6-8 min.)  20%  Homework, class work, group  
Real World Speech (8-10 min.)  20%  discussions, class discussion, etc.  20% 
 
Student progress towards the course objectives stated above will be assessed through these graded activities. Spe-
cifically, speeches will be used to assess student effectiveness in speaking, persuading, organizing ideas, and apply-
ing a practical understanding of rhetorical theory. Examinations will assess students’ understanding of rhetorical 
theory and listening concepts. Effectiveness in listening will be assessed primary through peer critiques of speeches, 
but also through evaluations of class work, class discussion, and group work. 
 
Academic Honesty
Using the ideas of another person—whether the author of a book or a friend—without giving proper credit for every 
specific use of that source constitutes academic dishonesty and will be punished severely. Themes and papers the 
student has prepared for other courses should not be used to fulfill the requirements for this course. Since original 
work is required, unless otherwise specified by the instructor, no speeches given in this class should consist primar-
ily of a summary of a single source’s information or arguments (even if credit is given). Students are encouraged to 
consult with the instructor if they have questions on this policy. 
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PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DATES:  September 3-last day to add a class; September 13-last day to 
withdraw & receive a refund; September 27-last day to change from credit to audit; November 10-last day to 
withdraw from fall semester. 
 

Daily Schedule 
 

Day Topic and Activities Homework Due 
8/31/04 Introduction to course; introductions   
9/2/04 Public speaking as communication Chapter 1; Essays on three speeches (Appen-

dix, A10-A19) 
9/7/04 Confidence in communication; your first 

speech assignment 
Chapter 2; Self-assessment 

9/9/04 Listening and critical thinking Chapter 3 
9/14/04 Ethos and ethics Chapter 4 
9/16/04 Self-introductory speeches Self-introductory speech outlines 
9/21/04 Self-introductory speeches Speech self-evaluations due 
9/23/04 Audience analysis Speech self-evaluations due; Chapter 5 
9/28/04 Focusing your topic and purpose; infor-

mative speech assignment 
Chapter 6 

9/30/04 Developing supporting materials Chapter 7 
10/5/04 Organizing and outlining your speech Chapters 8 
10/7-9/04 Fall Break—No Classes  
10/12/04 Introductions and conclusions; introduc-

tion to visual aids 
Chapter 9 

10/14/04 Informative speaking Chapter 13 
10/19/04 Informative speech presentations  
10/21/04 Informative speech presentations Speech evaluations due 
10/26/04 Informative speech presentations Speech evaluations due 
10/28/04 Midterm Examination Speech evaluations due 
11/2/04 Persuasive speech; speech assignment Chapter 14 
11/4/04 Evidence, proof, and argument Chapter 15 
11/9/04 Organizing the persuasive speech; Using 

language effectively 
Chapter 10 

11/11/04 Workshop on speeches  
11/16/04 Persuasive speech presentations  
11/18/04 Persuasive speech presentations Speech evaluations due 
11/23/04 Persuasive speech presentations; 

Real World speech assignment 
Speech evaluations due 

11/25/04 Thanksgiving Holiday   
11/30/04 Delivery and presentation aids Speech evaluations due; Chapters 11 & 12 
12/2/04 Real World speech presentations  
12/7/04 Real World speech presentations  
12/9/04 Real World speech presentations  
12/14/04 Final Examination (8:00-10:30)  
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