
EH 240: World Literature I 
      Fall 2004  
                                                                          
3 Credit Hours            
 
Sections:        240-03  TR  9:35-10-55, 310 Morton Hall 
                        240-04  TR  11:10-12:30, 310 Morton Hall 
Instructor:      XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX    
Office Hours: MW 9:00am -11:00am 
                          Other times by appointment 
Office:              108 I 
Office Phone:    824-2826      
E-mail:              kathrynnseidler@yahoo.com    
 
CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:  Selected major contributions with focus on 
western civilization; earliest written texts to the European Renaissance   
    
 
PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of EH 101-102 or equivalent 
transfer credit.  For successful completion of the two-part literature 
sequence specified in the GER, this course should be paired with EH 241 
or EH 205.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  To gain exposure to a wide range of texts in their 
historical and literary contexts, and to be able to discuss the effect 
of these contexts on specific texts.  To explore the intersections and 
collisions of cultures from the Eighteenth through the Twentieth 
centuries by closely examining literary texts that explore such 
intersections and their effects on individuals. To practice analyzing 
literature through discussion, reading and writing.  More specific 
objectives appear at the end of the syllabus. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:  Lawall, Sarah, General Editor.  The Norton Anthology of 
World Masterpeices, Second Edition.  Volumes A, B, C.  New York: W.W. 
Norton & Co., 2002.  (Available at the campus bookstore) 
 
ATTENDENCE:  Failure to attend class will severely compromise your 
ability to pass this course.  You may miss three classes, before your 
letter grade is dropped one letter grade for every three class meetings 
you  fail to attend.  Three strikes, you are out.  If  you miss class, 
you are responsible for getting notes and assignments.  Also, I DO NOT 
TAKE LATE WORK!  IT IS DUE AT THE START OF CLASS, EVEN IF YOU ARE 
ABSENT. 
NOTE:  failure to attend class does not constitute withdrawal from the 
course; you are responsible for formally withdrawing from the course 
through the registrar should your situation require it. 
 
GRADING SYSTEM & PERCENTAGES: 
Grading scale for this course is A-F.  Grades are calculated based on 
the quality points normally assigned for that letter grade (i.e., 4.0 = 
A; 3.7 = A-; 3.3 = B+; 3.0 = B etc.).  Each of these quality points will 
contribute the following percentage to the overall grade: 
 
Midterm         (in-class essay)              100 pts. 
Final Exam     (in-class essay)             100 pts. 
Paper #1                                               100 pts. 
Paper #2                                               100 pts. 
10 Reading Responses (30pts each)    300 pts 



 
 

__________________________________________ 
TOTAL                                               700 points possible 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Week 1-  Introduction 
    Gilgamesh  
 
Week 2-  Gilgamesh 
                Genesis 
 
Week 3-  Genesis 
                 Illiad 
 
Week 4-   Illiad 
     Oedipus 
 
Week 5-  Plato 
                Aristotle 
 
Week 6-  Confucious 
                Chuang Tzu 
 
Week 7-  The Jataka 
                The Bitagavada-Gita 
 
Week 8-  MIDTERM, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19th

                Ovid 
                Petronius 
 
Week 9-  Rumi 
                Selections from Indian Mystical Poetry 
 
Week 10- PAPER #1 DUE, TUESDAY, NOVEMEBER 2nd

                 Beowulf 
                 Augustine 
 
Week 11- Dante 
 
Week 12-  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
      Chaucer 
 
Week 13-  Petrach 
                  Machiavelli 
 
Week 14-  Shakespeare 
                  Milton 
 
Week 15-  Milton 
 
Week 16- FINAL EXAM & FINAL PAPER DUE 
 
FINAL EXAM: 8:00-10:30 DECEMBER 14, 2004 
 
COURSE DETAILS: 
 
Readings:  Attendence will be VERY important, because I will give 
details about reading selections and assign the Reading Journal due 



 
 

dates at each class.  Read each assignment carefully before coming to 
class, so that you can participate in class discussions.     
 
Reading Responses: Over the course of the term, you will complete 10 
reading responses pertaining to the specific texts we read.  Each will 
be graded on a 30 point scale.  They MUST be 2 pages, single spaced.  I 
will distribute several types of response assignments during each class.  
Each must be on my desk at the beginning of the class for which that 
particular text is assigned.  That is, you will do the writing before 
class for the text we will discuss during class.  Late papers will not 
be accepted.  For these reading responses, I want to see evidence of 
YOUR thinking—nothing else.  Don't use ANY OTHER RESOURCES WHATSOEVER.  
If you still have questions, ASK me.  I will grade them for content, 
evidence of analytical thinking, but not for grammar and other mistakes.  
This is a place to gather your thoughts on paper about a text, before we 
discuss it.   
 
Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam; both  will be in-class 
essay exams.   Exams are largely objective in nature, designed to 
address material presented in lecture and its connection to the literary 
texts in question.  The essays on the final exam will assume a basic 
familiarity with all texts of the semester and may ask you to draw 
connections among any texts we have read and discussed.  
 
Paper: The paper must follow basic MLA manuscript format, which means it 
must have standard margins (approximately 1" on all sides), be double 
spaced, and typed.  I have a handout with more specifics, but any decent 
handbook from a composition course should offer you a model.  Your 
success on the paper will be made more likely if you follow MLA format 
precisely.  I will distribute a separate handout on the paper as the 
term progresses, and I strongly advise you to seek out the assistance of 
the Writing Center as you work on the project.  Plan ahead; by the last 
part of the term many students find it more difficult to get 
appointments with the Writing Center at a time that is convenient for 
them.  I will be happy to look at drafts during my office hours; simply 
bring a copy with you and we can discuss it together. 
 
Office Hours:  During  scheduled office hours, there is no need to make 
an appointment to see me during those hours; simply drop in.  If your 
class or work schedule precludes meeting during my scheduled hours,  
then we can work out a mutually convenient alternative time.  Also, E-
mail me or call if you have questions that can  be addressed without 
meeting in person. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES & METHODS OF ASSESSING:  
 

Indicator  
(What I expect you to be able to do 

by the end of the semester) 

Assessment Tool 
(How I expect to recognize 

that you have met the  course 
objectives) 

Content 
1. Demonstrate familiarity with 
various genre conventions and 
multiple literary/historical periods 

 
Examinations 
Essays 
Reading responses 



 
 

2.  Show familiarity with major 
intellectual and aesthetic ideas. 

Examinations 
Essays 
Reading Responses 

3.  COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Understand the subject in its 
relation to other disciplines and its 
application to human concerns 
    

Examinations 
Essays 
Reading Responses 

4. Interpret and compare readings in 
texts of enduring intellectual, 
esthetic, and ethical importance. 

Examinations 
Essays 
Reading Responses 

5.  Demonstrate a beginning 
familiarity with world literature 
from the Enlightenment to the 
present, focusing on western 
civilization but with sustained 
attention to major world cultures.  
 

Examinations 
Essays 
Reading Responses 

6. Link the study of literature with 
philosophical issues and historical 
conditions 
 

Examinations 
Essays 
Reading Responses 

7.  Read literary texts closely and 
carefully, paying attention to the 
contribution of cultural position to 
texts’ composition and meaning 
 

Examinations 
Essays 
Reading Responses 

Critical Thinking  
 
1. Develop critical thinking skills 
and to analyze, synthesize, and 
evaluate knowledge 

 
Examinations 
Essays  
Reading Responses 

2.  Examine literary texts closely to 
analyze the effect of cultural 
context on the production of literary 
texts 

Examinations 
Essays  
Reading Responses 

Oral and Written Communication 

1.  Demonstrate through substantial 
in-class/out-of-class writing that 
the skills from written composition 
have been reinforced and advanced 

 

 
Examinations 
Essays 

 
2. Display writing samples that are 

grammatically correct, convey 

information effectively, and are 

appropriately constructed for various 

purposes and audiences. 

 

Examinations 

Essays 

Reading Responses 

Display skill in editing and 
polishing writing 

Essays 

 
POLICIES: 
 
Academic Honesty: UAH is committed to the fundamental values of 
preserving academic honesty as defined in the Student Handbook 



 
 

(7.III.A).  Follow all guidelines in UAH's student handbook, as 
you would for any class.  However, let me point out a few areas 
of concern for this course, primarily in terms of plagiarism.  
Plagiarism consists in taking the words or ideas of another 
writer--be that fellow student, web site, or published text--and 
presenting them without clearly indicating that they are not your 
own material.  (This includes using all or part of any work 
you've done in one class to satisfy requirements in another--
sometimes using prior research may be acceptable, but be certain 
to discuss it with your professor first).  I take plagiarism very 
seriously.  It is a violation of the trust that scholars and 
students must be able to have in one another if genuine knowledge 
is to be created and sustained.  Words and ideas are intellectual 
property, so that using them without proper credit is no 
different from stealing a wallet and using the credit cards 
inside.  A plagiarized paper will definitely receive a failing 
grade--and at my discretion (that is, if I believe it to be a 
deliberate attempt to deceive), you may fail the class as a 
whole.  Certainly I will report any violation of academic honesty 
to Academic Affairs.  In addition, the policies of the English 
Department make it incumbent upon me to detect plagiarism by 
whatever means I have at my disposal, including on-line resources 
such as Turnitin.com and other similar services.  Cite 
accurately--see my handout on correct citation methods for some 
suggestions on using primary and secondary sources, and see the 
departmental handout for ways to be sure you've not fallen into 
unintentional plagiarism.  Don't use downloaded material in any 
paper.  If you still have questions, ASK me.  Even well 
intentioned students may sometimes plagiarize inadvertently, but 
even accidental plagiarism is serious enough to warrant a failing 
grade for a paper.  Avoid it!  
 
 
Classroom Conduct:  All students in the class must treat others 
with civility and respect and conduct themselves during class 
sessions in a way that does not unreasonably interfere with the 
opportunity of other students to learn. Failure to comply with 
this requirement may result in points being deducted from a 
student’s final numerical average, up to a maximum of 15% (1 ½ 
letter grades).  For us to enjoy this course, each of you needs 
to come to class prepared to engage the literature 
intellectually, by asking relevant questions, discussing ideas, 
and addressing concerns in class.  This means exercising basic 
courtesy toward me and toward the other students.  Be in class, 
on time, every session.  Schedule other appointments during non-
class hours.  Let me know at the beginning of class if you 
anticipate a need to leave in the middle of the session; other 
students and I will be distracted if you simply pick up and walk 
out.  Except in extraordinary circumstances (the existence of 
which you should notify me), turn off beepers and cellular phones 
for the duration of the session (or at least put them on 
vibration-only mode); class should be your priority during the 
session itself, and you should not be available for casual 
contact.  I hold you (not your friends, not your family) 
responsible for interruptions that disrupt us.   Restrict non-
class related conversations to non-class times.  Avoid eating 
loud (highly crunchy) foods, rattling wrappers, or opening cans 
of soda during class; if you cannot avoid snacking, get yourself 



 
 

set up before class so that others won't be disrupted--and 
realize that eating will be mildly disruptive, so do so only if 
you absolutely must for health or scheduling reasons.  Avoid 
doing work for other classes during this class; the people around 
you—and I—can certainly tell the difference between taking notes 
and writing papers, between attentive listening and homework for 
other courses.  While I hope that these expressions of courtesy 
seem obvious to you, they represent problems I have encountered 
in previous terms and would like to avoid in the future.  So, 
please be courteous and let’s have a great semester together! 
 
 
 

 


