
 
History 101 

Western Civilization, Part I 
Fall 2004 

Section 03: MW 2:20-3:40 
Section 04: MW 5:30-6:50 

 
Professor: Dr. Molly W. Johnson 
Office: 415 Roberts Hall 
Office Phone: 824-2566 
Email: johnsomw@email.uah.edu (note: no “n” at the end of johnson) 
Office Hours: MWF: 11:15-12:15; MW: 3:45-5:15; T/H by appointment 
 
Note on Syllabus: 
This syllabus functions as a contract between professor and student.  If you decide to remain 
enrolled in this course after you have received and reviewed the syllabus, then you thereby signal 
your acceptance of course expectations and professor’s policies.  Likewise, I will abide by the 
terms herein. 
 
Course Description:   Major Western Civilization to 1560. 
 
Required Texts: 
 Thomas Noble and others, Western Civilization: The Continuing Experiment,  
  3rd or 4th edition 
  (Abbreviated on Course Schedule as “Text”) 
 Katherine Lualdi, Sources of the Making of the West: Vol. 1: To 1740 
  (Abbreviated on Course Schedule as “Lualdi”) 
 
Course Objectives: 
1) To study past civilizations in order to gain insights into fundamental aspects of societal 
organization, and thereby to understand better the challenges facing the current world.  The class 
will explore how past civilizations have organized themselves politically, economically, socially, 
religiously, and culturally, and will also look at how past civilizations have interacted through 
war, trade, and cultural exchange.  The class will also examine what elements of past 
civilizations and societies persist in the current world and why.  This set of learning objectives 
will be met in several ways.  First, students will be responsible for demonstrating a familiarity 
with key “facts” about past civilizations.  This will be tested through objective portions of exams 
(multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank), as well as through the requirement that essay answers contain 
factual supporting evidence.  Second, students will prepare and write answers to essay questions 
that ask them to analyze commonalities and differences among historical civilizations and to 
draw thoughtful conclusions. 
 
2) To understand what combination of political, economic, geographic, religious, social, and 
cultural factors have driven key historical changes, including the rise and fall of civilizations, the 
spread of religious beliefs, and the cycle of improvement and decline in the welfare of various 
groupings of people.  We will focus on long-term processes (such as economic developments), 



on the impact of “great” individuals, and on the importance of organized social, military, and 
political action.  This learning objective will be met through readings, lectures, and discussions 
that draw attention to the dynamics of historical change, and through essay exams that require 
students to provide their own interpretations.   
 
3) To understand historical experience as subjective, not universal.  In other words, students will 
explore how gender, social class, race, citizenship, and religious belief have shaped the rights (or 
lack thereof), responsibilities, and experiences of various individuals in Western Civilization.  
This learning objective will also be pursued through lectures, assigned readings (particularly 
primary documents), and discussions and will be assessed through essay exams. 
 
4) To gain familiarity with the sources and tools that historians use to study the past.  In 
particular, students will learn to differentiate between primary sources, produced in the past by 
historical figures, and secondary sources, produced by contemporary scholars and offering 
interpretations of primary sources.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of this 
important distinction by appropriately incorporating both primary and secondary sources into 
their research papers, by engaging in class discussions of primary documents, and by reflecting 
on both secondary and primary sources on essay exams.  Students, through images made 
available through Powerpoint and discussed during lecture, will also learn how material artifacts, 
particularly the discoveries of archaeologists and art historians, have been of invaluable 
importance in helping scholars understand early civilizations and societies.  On each exam, 
students will be required to select one artifact and to explain what scholars have learned from it. 
 
5) To enhance critical thinking, research, and writing skills.  This learning objective will be met 
through essay exams and through the research paper, for which students will frame a research 
problem, select appropriate sources, take proper notes, craft an analytical thesis statement, select 
convincing supporting evidence to support the thesis, present the thesis and supporting evidence 
in a clear, well-organized, well-written, and grammatically-correct paper, and document the 
consulted sources thoroughly and correctly. 
 
6) To enhance the confidence of students in presenting their thoughts and interpretations orally, 
and to promote collaborative learning among students.  These learning objectives will be met 
through class discussions and small group work. 
 
Course Grade: 
Your grade will be based on a standard grading scale (90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 
60-69% = D, 59% and below = No Credit (NC).  The course will be divided as follows: 
 
 First Exam    20%  200 points 
 Second Exam    20%  200 points 
 Research Paper   20%  200 points 
 Homework/Participation  10%  100 points 
 Final Exam    30%  300 points
 Totals     100%  1000 points 
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Description of Assignments:
 
1) Exams (Sept. 27 – 200 points, Nov 1 – 200 points, Dec. 13 – 300 points): 

The exams will require you to synthesize material from the assigned readings, from 
lectures, and from in-class discussion.  The first two exams will take place during class.  50% of 
the points for these exams will come from a mixture of objective questions (multiple choice or 
fill-in-the-blank) and short answer questions (four to five sentences) on class themes and various 
primary sources.  The other 50% of the exam points will come from an essay question.  Essays 
will be evaluated based on statement of thesis, depth of analysis, and incorporation of correct and 
insightful supporting evidence.  

The first exam will cover material from the first unit of the course, and the second exam 
will cover material from the second unit of the course.  The 2 ½-hour final exam will follow the 
same format as the first two exams, with an examination of material covered during the third unit 
of the course (200 points), followed by a comprehensive essay question that requires you to 
reflect on the themes of the entire semester (100 points).   

You will receive study guides one week prior to all exams.  
 
2) Research Paper (Final Paper Due November 29 – 200 points)  
 
 Requirements: 

• Topic: a question, theme, event, or person significant in the history of Europe 
from the beginning of civilization through the Reformation (approx. 1560).  
Detailed guidelines on the selection of a topic will be distributed. 

• Length: 5 pages (typed, double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12 point font) 
• Sources: You are required to use one “primary source” and at least four 

“secondary sources” found in the collections of the UAH library (i.e. academic 
books or articles from academic journals).  Encyclopedias, textbooks, and 
“popular” summaries (like Time-Life books) are not acceptable sources.   
Detailed guidelines on the choice of sources will also be distributed. 

  Note: you may use at most ONE internet source.  If you find an   
   internet source that you would like to use, you must seek my   
  approval, in order to ascertain if it is of sufficient scholarly quality.     
• Citations:  You must provide proper citations, or references to your sources.  You 

may use the following forms of citation: MLA, APA, or Chicago.  For on-line 
guidelines to these different forms of citations, see 
http://www.uah.edu/library/turnitin/studentsourcecite.htm.   You can also consult 
Diana Hacker, A Writer’s Reference, 5th Ed., Bedford. St. Martin’s, 2003.    

• Bibliography: – in MLA, APA, or Chicago form.  
 
Schedule: 
1) Research Proposal (Brief Statement of Topic and Preliminary Bibliography)  

– Due Sept. 15 
-- failure to comply = 20 point deduction from final paper grade 

2)  Progress Report (Notes (at least 30), Preliminary Thesis, & Outline) – Due Oct. 25 
  --failure to comply = 30 point deduction from final paper grade 

3) Final Research Paper – Due Nov. 29 
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NOTE: When you submit the final research paper, you will be required to re-submit your 
Research Proposal, Progress Report, and all of your notes.  If you do not turn this 
material in with your final paper, you will receive a ZERO for the entire research paper 
project. 
 

 Criteria for Research Paper Evaluation: 
Your research paper will be evaluated based on the conceptualization of a 

research problem, statement of thesis, use of supporting evidence to prove your thesis and 
main points, solid organizational structure (including cohesive paragraphs with clear 
topic sentences), correct grammar and spelling, clear writing style, and proper citations.  

Please note: it is only possible for you to express your ideas with clarity if your 
paper adheres to standard rules of grammar, features a clear and professional style, and 
does not contain spelling errors.  Therefore, these elements of your paper will be taken 
into consideration in your final paper grade.  Handouts designed to help you with the 
research paper will be posted to Web-CT. 

 
Optional Rough Draft: 

If students wish to write a complete and polished rough draft of their research 
paper and submit it to me by Wednesday, November 10, along with all notes, I will 
provide detailed feedback on how to improve the final paper. 

 
3) Homework/Participation (100 points) 

Homework: Students are required to complete homework assignments, which 
consist of submitting typed answers to “Discussion Questions” on the primary documents 
in the Lualdi primary document reader.  Eleven homework assignments are indicated on 
the “Course Schedule,” and students must complete ten of them.  The homework will be 
graded as “credit” or “no credit.”  Handwritten answers completed during class will under 
no circumstances be accepted.   

Participation: You are expected to participate in class discussions.  Forms of 
participation include engaging in large class discussions, participating in small group 
discussions, asking the professor questions, and listening to the professor and fellow 
students attentively.  Please note: excellent participation (defined not as merely talking a 
lot, but rather as making significant contributions) can help your final grade should you 
end up with a borderline grade. 

 
4) Enrichment Opportunities 
 On Thursday, September 23, at 7:30pm in Chan Auditorium, Dr. Jodi Magness will give 
a lecture entitled “Masada: Last Stronghold of the Jewish Resistance Against Rome.”  On Friday, 
September 24, at 12:30pm in Wilson Hall 141, Dr. Magness will give another lecture, “The 
Archaeology of Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls.”  On Tuesday, November 9, at 7:30pm in 
Chan Auditorium, Dr. Eric Meyers will give a lecture entitled “Jesus at Sepphoris and Common 
Judaism in Roman-Period Palestine.”  Students may attend two of these three lectures for extra 
credit points.  By writing a short reflection (one to two paragraphs) on what they learned at each 
of the two lectures, students can earn up to 5 bonus points per lecture, for 10 points maximum. 
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Key Dates: 
Research Topic Due:    Wednesday, September 15 
First Exam:     Monday, September 27 
Research Progress Report Due:  Monday, October 25 
Second Exam     Monday, November 1 
Research Paper Due    Monday, November 29 
Final Exam:     Section 03 = Monday, Dec. 13, 3:00-5:30pm 
      Section 04 = Monday, Dec. 13, 6:30-9:00pm 
       
Using Web-CT: 
 I will be using Web-CT to support History 101.  I will post the course syllabus, as well as 
handouts and exam study guides.  Because some materials will not be distributed in class, you 
must acquaint yourself with how to use Web-CT early in the semester, or you will not have 
access to all materials.  I will post all documents as Word Documents and as PDF files; all 
campus computers are equipped to read these files.  In addition, I will post all Powerpoint 
presentations to Web-CT for your benefit as both Powerpoint files and as PDF files.  I will also 
post any important class announcements, and I will make use of the Web-CT gradebook. 

Please note: if you have questions about the class, you should send them to my UAH 
email address, not to my Web-CT account, as I will check my UAH email account more often. 
 To Log In, go to http://classweb.uah.edu, and click on the “Login to WebCT” link.  Your 
Web-CT ID is the first part of your UAH email address, the part before the @ symbol.  Your 
initial password is the last 4 digits of your social security number. 
 
Course Policies: 
 
Respectful Course Atmosphere: It is important for the success of the class that every student 
treat every other student with respect.  This includes listening when other students speak, and 
taking care to make contributions to class discussion that respect the race, religion, gender, 
sexual preference, nationality, etc. of your fellow students.  It is also important that students and 
professor treat each other with respect.  I will treat each of you as a responsible adult, and in turn, 
you should behave as responsible adults. 
 
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend class, and I will take attendance at the beginning of 
each class by circulating a sign-in sheet.  More than four absences over the course of the 
semester will result in a loss of 5% from the final course grade for EACH absence.   In other 
words, if you miss class 5 times, you lose 5%, if you miss class 6 times, you lose 10%, etc.  
Please note: class participation is part of your grade, and if you are not present in class, you 
cannot receive participation points.  If you have perfect attendance, you will receive 1% extra 
towards for your final course grade.  
 
Tardiness:  It is your responsibility, if you are tardy, to see me after class and ensure that you 
signed the sign-in sheet.  If you are tardy more than two times during the semester, you will be 
marked absent when you are late.   
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Leaving Class Early: You should only leave class early if you have given me notice prior to 
class.  Otherwise, you will be counted as absent.  If you have prior approval to leave early, sit in 
the seat nearest the door. 
 
Sleeping in Class: If you sleep in class, you will be asked to leave and will be counted absent.  
So, you might as well stay in bed.  It is more comfortable than a desk! 
 
Late Work: For every day that your Research Proposal, Progress Report, and Final Research 
Paper are late, you will lose ten points off your final paper grade.  Late homework will not be 
accepted. 
 
Make-Up Work: You MUST be present in class for the first and second exams.  Make-up 
exams will only be allowed under extraordinary circumstances.  There is no make-up final exam. 
 
Tape Recorders: No tape recorders are permitted without special permission. 
 
Cell Phone Use: It is very rude to your professor and to your fellow students to use a cell phone 
during class.  Turn your phone off before class and leave it in your bag.  If you are expecting an 
emergency call, please switch the phone to vibrate, sit by the door, and leave the classroom to 
take the call. 
 
Contacting Instructor:  Please feel free to contact me anytime you have a question or concern 
about the course.  In addition to stopping by my office hours, it is easiest to reach me via email 
or office phone.  During the week, I will always respond to email and telephone messages within 
24 hours.  You should not, however, expect immediate responses.  In other words, if you send 
me an email at midnight with a question about an assignment due the next morning in class, you 
cannot expect a response before class.  Likewise, do not expect immediate responses if you email 
me right before class, including right before exams.  On weekends, I will respond to emails when 
possible, but I sometimes leave town.  Therefore, if you send an email between 5pm Friday 
evening and 8am Monday morning, do not expect a response until sometime on Monday.   
 
Students with Disabilities:  If you have any disabilities that require special accommodations, 
please see me during the first week of the semester and bring appropriate documentation.  
 
Academic Honesty 
 
Plagiarism on the Research Paper: 
Your research paper must adhere to standards of academic honesty.  Under no circumstances will 
any form of plagiarism be tolerated.  In other words, the work you submit must be your own 
work, not the work of a friend, published scholar, website creator, or internet paper mill.  
Furthermore, you must provide proper citations in your paper for every idea or example you use 
that comes from another scholar’s work.  You must cite not only direct quotations, but also 
information that you paraphrase (i.e. write in your own words, rather than quoting directly) that 
comes from a scholar’s published work.  A handout on citations and plagiarism will be 
distributed early in the semester. 
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If you are caught plagiarizing, you will automatically receive a ZERO for the research paper.  
Depending on the degree of the plagiarism, you might also fail the course.  All incidents of 
plagiarism will be submitted to the Student Affairs office.   
 
Please note: You must submit a research paper newly prepared for History 101.  Paper 
previously submitted for other classes will not be accepted.  If you receive two separate credits 
for courses, you must do two different sets of work for those credits.   
 
Other Forms of Cheating: 
I will distribute exam questions in advance of the exams, and I encourage you to discuss the 
exam questions with each other in study groups, if you wish.  However, in the end, you must 
each do your own work.  If two exams look too similar to one another, I will deduct points from 
both, and will possibly give one or both exams a zero, depending on the circumstances. 
 
Turnitin.com 
In order to discourage plagiarism, UAH is now using a service called Turnitin.com.  You will be 
required to submit your research papers to turnitin.com, in addition to submitting a hard copy to 
me.  The hard copy and the electronic copy MUST be the same paper.  If you do not turn your 
paper in to turnitin.com or if your hard copy and electronic submission are not the same paper, 
you will receive an automatic ZERO for the assignment.  If you are not willing to participate in 
the turnitin program, therefore, you are advised to drop the class.  Both the library and the UAH 
Writing Center will help you learn how to submit papers to turnitin.com 
 
HY 101-03 (MW 2:20-3:40) 
Course ID number for turnitin.com: 1171694    
Course name:    History 101 Afternoon 
Password:     johnson101 
 
HY 101-04 (MW 5:30-6:50) 
Course ID number for turnitin.com 1171695 
Course name:    History 101 Evening 
Password:    mjohnson101 
 
After you submit your paper to turnitin.com, you are advised to write down the digital receipt 
number to prove that you submitted your paper 
 
University Statement on Turnitin.com 
UAH is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic honesty as defined in the 
Student Handbook (7.III.A). The instructor reserves the right to utilize electronic means to help 
prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all assignments are subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com.  Assignments submitted to 
Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database 
solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. The terms that apply to the 
University's use of the Turnitin.com service, as well as additional information about the 
company, are described at www.uah.edu/library/turnitin. 
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Course Schedule: 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make changes in reading assignments.  The page numbers 
indicated below under “Text” are from the 4th edition of the Noble textbook.  If you are using the 
3rd edition, please see Web-CT for the proper page numbers.  Primary document readings, about 
which you must answer Discussion Questions, are indicated as “Lualdi.” 
 
Unit I:   Early Civilizations, Ancient Greece, Hellenism 
 
Week One: 
 
August 30  Emergence of “Civilization”/Mesopotamia 
    Text: pp. 1-21 
 
September 1  Ancient Egypt 
    Text: pp. 21-37 
 
Week Two: 
 
September 6  No Class – Labor Day 
 
September 8  Assyrians, Neo-Babylonians, Persians, Hebrews 
    Text: pp. 39-56 
    Lualdi, pp. 17-20 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
Week Three: 
 
September 13  Early Greece 
    Text: pp. 57-65; 69-81; 85-93 
    Lualdi: pp. 34-37 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
September 15  Classical Greece 
    Text: pp. 81-85; 93-94; 102-103 
    
   Research Proposals Due 
Week Four: 
 
September 20  Classical Greece, cont. 
    Text: pp. 94-101 
    Lualdi: pp. 63 (bottom) -66 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
September 22  Alexander the Great and Hellenism 
    Text: Ch. 4 
    Lualdi: pp. 53-57 (Discussion Questions Due) 
Week Five: 
September 27  Exam One 
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Unit II:  Rome 
 
Week Five, cont: 
 
September 29  Early Rome/Roman Republic Political Institutions 
    Text: pp. 137-149 
 
Week Six: 
 
October 4  Roman Expansion/Socio-Economic Implications 
    Text: pp. 149-160 
 
October 6  End of the Republic/Rise of Augustus 
    Text: pp. 160-169 
    Lualdi: pp. 81 (bottom) -84 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
Week Seven: 
 
October 11  Augustus and His Successors 
    Text: pp. 173-182; 200-201 
    Lualdi: pp. 85-90 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
October 13  The Roman Empire/Roman Peace 
    Text: pp. 182-190 
 
Week Eight: 
 
October 18  Emergence of Christianity 
    Text: pp. 191-199 
 
October 20  Crisis and Rebuilding in Rome 
    Text: pp. 188-190; 203-211 
 
Week Nine: 
 
October 25  The Catholic Church and the Roman Empire 
    Text: pp. 211-217; 229-235 
    Lualdi: pp. 97-98 & 102 (bottom) -105 (Disc. Questions Due) 
    
   Notes and Outlines Due 
 
October 27  Germanic Transformations 
    Text, pp. 217-228 
Week Ten: 
 
November 1  Exam Two 
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Unit III:  Middle Ages, Renaissance, Expansion, Reformation 
 
Week Ten, cont: 
 
November 3  Fate of Roman Empire in the East: Islam and Byzantium 
    Text: pp. 239-252 
 
Week Eleven: 
 
November 8  Early Medieval Christian West 
    Text: pp. 253-273 
 
November 10  Medieval Economic Expansion and Social Life 
    Text: pp. 275-283, 321-327    
    Lualdi: pp. 141-146 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
   Optional Rough Drafts Due 
 
Week Twelve: 
 
November 15  Medieval Religious, Intellectual, and Cultural Life 
    Text: pp. 318-321; 327-351 
    Lualdi: pp. 175-180 (Discussion Questions Due) 
 
November 17  Political Consolidation and the Crusades 
    Text: pp. 283-315 
 
Week Thirteen: 
 
November 22  The Transformation of Medieval Civilization 
    Text: Ch. 11 
    Lualdi: pp. 193-197 (Discussion Questions Due) 
Week Fourteen: 
 
November 29  The Renaissance 
    Text: Ch. 12 
        
   Research Papers Due 
 
December 1  European Expansion 
    Text: Ch. 13 
    Lualdi: pp. 207-211 (Discussion Questions Due) 
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Week Fifteen: 
 
December 6  Religious Reformations 
    Text: Ch. 14 
 
December 8  Reflection and Review 
 
Final Exam:  Section 03, MW 2:20-3:40 = Monday, Dec. 13, 3:00-5:30pm 
   Section 04, MW 5:30-6:50 = Monday, Dec. 13, 6:30-9:00pm 
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