
SYLLABUS for HY104 World History, 1500-present 
Fall 2004 

 
Instructor:  Dr. Virginia Martin 
Office:  Roberts Hall 402   Class location:  RH412 
Telephone:  824-2572   Email:  martinvi@email.uah.edu 
Office Hours:  MWF 10:15-11:30 am, MW 2-3:55 pm, and by appointment  
 
Course Description:  This course is a comparative survey of the global interdependence of the world from 
the period of transoceanic exploration to the present.  It explores cross-cultural interactions among 
societies, states, and economies of Asia, Europe, Africa, the Americas and Oceania.   
 
General Course Objectives:  The purpose of this survey course in World History from the 16th century to 
the 20th century is to introduce you, the student, to the study of history and its relationship to the present, 
and to help you develop skills in critical thinking, analysis, reading, writing and discussion.  The classes 
will be conducted in lecture format with occasional discussion of textbook documents and outside readings.  
You are responsible for regular attendance, thoughtful reading and participation in class discussion.  Come 
prepared with questions, ideas and an open mind. 
 
Required Readings: 
TEXTBOOK:  Bentley, Jerry H. and Herbert F. Ziegler. Traditions and Encounters. A Global Perspective  

on the Past. 2nd ed.  Boston: McGraw Hill, 2003. [hereafter: B&Z] 
Spence, Jonathan D. Emperor of China. Self-Portrait of K’ang-hsi. New York: Vintage Books, 1988. 
Achebe, Chinua. No Longer at Ease. New York: Anchor Books, 1960. 
OPTIONAL:  D. Hacker, A Writer’s Reference, 5th ed. [available for purchase in UAH bookstore and for  

free on the UAH Writing Center’s website at www.uah.edu/writing] 
 
Course content and specific objectives for each section:  The semester will be divided into thirds, with 
an exam at the end of each section that tests you on the material covered in class and in readings (see p. 3 
for more on examinations). 
 
Section One (Aug 30-Oct 1), ca. 1500-1750.  The course begins with world geography as it changed in the 
era of exploration and discovery in the 15th and 16th centuries.  You will be expected to develop a visual 
comprehension of the world map; the first exam will include a map quiz.  The era from 1500-1750 was a 
time when the globe became smaller through the development of global trade and interaction of cultures.  
Global interdependence and interconnectedness are themes that we will explore in Chapters 23-27.  
Particular focus will be placed on trade that connected the Americas and Asia, including trade of silver and 
slaves, and Europe’s important role in forming global linkages.  The last week of this section will be 
devoted to Chinese history in this period, with a recognition that this vast country influenced and was 
influenced by the rest of the world in signficant ways.  Our study of China and its political culture will be 
enhanced by reading an “autobiography” of a long-serving emperor. 
 
Section Two (Oct. 4-Nov. 1), ca. 1750-1914.  The middle unit of the semester begins by considering the 
important experiences of non-European empires in the Muslim world and in Russia as expansionist states 
struggling to remain in control of the diverse societies and cultures over which they ruled.  This same 
theme (challenges to empire-builders) arises in the study of European expansion in the 18th century through 
to World War One.  Still, this period sees the establishment of unquestionable European global dominance.  
We will examine how Europe established its dominant position and explore examples of European 
“exports” – revolution, industrialization and nationalism – that influenced non-European countries 
throughout the world.  This section will cover Chapters 28-34 of the textbook. 
 
Section Three (Nov. 3-Dec. 10), 1914-1991:  In the final section, which examines the 20th century from 
World War One to the end of the Cold War (chapters 35-39), events in Europe and North America 
impacted the lives of people and societies throughout the world – clear evidence of the global domination 
of the West.  But that political dominance evolved and unravelled (even while Western cultural dominance 
continued) through the experiences of two world wars, economic depression, the spread of nuclear 
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weapons, Cold War animosities, and decolonization.  We will examine closely the drives for independence 
of African and Asian colonies from European rule in this period, both through regular textbook reading, 
film and lectures, and through reading of a novel about struggles of identity in post-colonial Africa. 
 
CLASS TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  
 Follow this timetable and come to class having read the chapter or pages indicated for that day.  
Research paper assignments are due to me by 4 pm on the day indicated.  We will follow this schedule as 
closely as possible, but I reserve the right to make adjustments as necessary and will always inform 
students of any changes in class. 
 
Date  Topic     Assignment 
8-30  Introduction 
9-1  Exploration    B&Z, Chap. 23 
9-3  Trade & Global Exchange  

[9-6 NO CLASS – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY] 
9-8  Transformation of Europe   B&Z, Chap. 24 
9-10 
9-13  The Americas    B&Z, Chap. 25 
9-15 
9-17  Africa and the Slave Trade   B&Z, Chap. 26 
9-20        
9-22  Ming & Qing China   B&Z, Chap. 27; Spence, pp. xi-xxvi.  
9-24       Submit paper topics & preliminary  

bibliography 
9-27 
9-29  Discussion of Emperor of China  Spence, pp. 25-89, 117-151, 169-75. 
10-1  FIRST EXAM 
10-4  Eurasian & Islamic Empires  B&Z, Chap. 28 
10-6 

[10-8 NO CLASS – FALL BREAK] 
10-11  Russian Empire    B&Z, Chap.29 
10-13  Revolutions in France &   B&Z, Chap. 30 
10-15     in the Americas     
10-18        
10-20  Industrialization    B&Z, Chap. 31  

Submit thesis, outline & notecards 
10-22  Empires & Reform   B&Z, Chap. 33 
10-25   
10-27  Imperialism    B&Z, Chap. 34   
10-29 
11-1  SECOND EXAM 
11-3  World War One    B&Z, Chap. 35 
11-5        
11-8  Post-War Culture    B&Z, Chap. 36 Optional draft paper due 
11-10  1920s & 30s Economies, Ideologies 
11-12  Communism in the USSR 
11-15  World War Two    B&Z, Chap. 37   
11-17 
11-19  The Holocaust    Research paper due 
11-22  Cold War    B&Z, Chap. 38 

[11-24 & 11-26  NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY] 
11-29  Communism in the PRC 
12-1  End of the Cold War 
12-3  Decolonization    B&Z, Chap. 39 
12-6 
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12-8  Discussion of No Longer at Ease  Achebe, ALL 
12-10  Last class; exam review 
 
 
Exams: 
There will be two midterm and one final exam.  The two midterms will be based on materials covered in 
Section One and Section Two, and the final will test you on Section Three (50%) AND will include essays 
that are comprehensive of all material covered in the semester (50%).  Each exam will test your 
understanding of material covered in lecture, class discussions, readings, and occasional films.  Exams will 
include combinations of identifications (based on lists provided with each chapter of the textbook), short 
answer and essay questions.  Study guides will be distributed one week prior to the exam.  They will 
contain questions to help you prepare for the short answer and essay questions.  You must come to class on 
exam day; unexcused absences on exam days will result in an automatic zero on that exam. 
1st exam:  Friday, October 1st 
2nd exam:  Monday, November 1st 
Final Exam:  104-01 Wed., Dec. 15th, 8-10:30 am  104-02 Mon., Dec 13th, 11:30 am – 2 pm  
 
 
Using the Textbook Effectively:  There is nothing particularly joyful or easy about reading a textbook.  It 
is loaded with information that you must sift through and absorb as you attempt to understand the major 
themes of each chapter.  We will cover approximately one chapter each week, so the pace is quick.  
Fortunately, our textbook in this course is very nicely organized to help you succeed as a student of history. 

Each chapter begins with an overview – always read this at least twice (once when first tackling 
the chapter and again after we’ve finished covering its material in class).  Each chapter also ends with a 
summary, a chronology of main events/dates, and a “further readings” list (we have made great effort to 
ensure that most books on these lists are at the UAH library).  The chapter text itself is divided into 
sections, with bold red headings and blue subheadings for each section.  These quick guides to the chapter 
contents are supplemented by descriptive phrases on the margin of each page.  With all of these 
organizational aids, you will be less likely to get lost in a blur of information.  Each chapter also contains 
maps and other visual aids, as well as primary documents, which act as “voices” of the time period being 
analyzed and thus help to put a human face on the factual description of the text.   

If you make use of all of these elements of each chapter, and read and reread the material before 
and after lectures, you will be in a good position to understand the broader themes and the more detailed 
information that supports them.  Remember the formula:  you should expect to spend 2 hours outside of 
class for every one hour of classtime.  That’s 6 hours per week of reading, thinking, absorbing. 

 
 

Using Classtime Effectively:  Most of what I say in lectures is covered in some way in your textbook, but 
you will not do well on your exams if you do not attend class.  Exam essay questions will be framed around 
the conceptual approaches to material provided in my lectures.  Thus, in order to write successful essay 
answers, you will need to listen carefully to my lectures – not just the details, but the big picture.  You will 
need to take notes.  You will need to write down the key words for that day’s lecture that I provide for you.  
I write a lot on the board/overhead and I use textbook documents to illustrate points (so please bring your 
textbook with you to each class), but at times it’s hard to digest so much.  Suggestions:  raise your hand and 
ask questions in class.  Ask, ask, ask!!  Ask me for clarification outside of class.  Read the assigned reading 
before class and again after class, so that you can organize the material most effectively.   
 Note on discussions:  this class is primarly a lecture class, but I will regularly ask you questions 
during class, usually based on textbook documents, which we will read together.  Your participation in 
these informal discussions is expected.  In addition, we will devote two classperiods to discussions of 
readings other than the textbook, i.e., the Spence and Achebe books.  You are expected to come to those 
classes prepared to participate in dicussion of the books.  I will hand out questions ahead of time to help 
guide your reading. 
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Research paper: 
One of the requirements for passing this course is to research and write a 5-page research paper (typed, 
double-spaced, 12 font, with 1" margins) on a topic of your choosing.  The final paper must be submitted 
(in print and electronic forms) on Friday, November 19, with two preliminary stages of the research/writing 
process due in Sept. & Oct.  See the detailed guidelines (attached) for more information. 
Policy on Academic Honesty:  Use of Turnitin.com 
UAH is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic honesty as defined in the Student 
Handbook (7.III.A). The instructor reserves the right to utilize electronic means to help prevent plagiarism. 
Students agree that by taking this course all assignments are subject to submission for textual similarity 
review to Turnitin.com. Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in 
Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. 
The terms that apply to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service, as well as additional information 
about the company, are described at www.uah.edu/library/turnitin. 
 
Grades: 
Your final course grade will be based on the following: 
1st exam: 15%  Paper topic & preliminary bibliography   5% 
2nd exam  15%  Thesis, outline & notecards  10% 
Final Exam 20%  Final version of research paper  25% 
Class attendance & participation 10% 
 
Grades for each exam and writing assignment (and for entire course) will be calculated on the following 
scale: 
A = 91-100 AB = 90 
B = 81-89 BC = 80 
C = 71-79 CD = 70 
D = 60-69 F = below 60 
 
Absences and Tardiness: 
Attendance in this class is mandatory.  You cannot earn a good grade if you do not attend regularly.  I will 
take attendance each class period.  You will be allowed two unexcused absences; three or more unexcused 
absences will adversely affect your grade for class attendance and participation.  If you must miss class, 
please inform me in person or by phone prior to that class period.  Please make every effort to arrive to 
class on time; it is very disruptive to have the door opened and closed after my lecture begins.  Repeated 
tardiness without explanation will adversely affect your grade. 
 
Cell phones must be turned off during class.  If you are in an emergency situation (waiting to be contacted 
by phone), please let me know before class begins. 
 

 Semester dates to keep in mind: 
9-3  Last day to add class 
9-13  Last day to withdraw, receive refund, and not have “W” posted on your transcript 
9-20  Last day to apply for Pass/Fail 
9-27  Last day to change from credit to audit 
11-10  Last day to withdraw  
 
FINALLY: 
Please feel free to discuss with me any and all aspects of the class, your written assignments, your exams, 
your ideas.  My office hours, phone number, and e-mail address are provided above.  Use them!  Also, 
some of you may wish to consult with advisors at The Writing Center in 228 Morton Hall (824-2363; 
www.uah.edu/writing or Write2Us@email.uah.edu), and/or with a history department tutor.  They can 
assist you in all aspects of the writing process, and with your readings and exam preparation.  Use them 
too!  Do not hesitate to ask for help. 
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HY 104 Fall 2004                     Dr. Virginia Martin 
 

SUPPLEMENT TO SYLLABUS: 
 

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING RESEARCH PAPER 
 

Due Dates: 
Friday, September. 24  Submit proposal, one-paragraph description & 2 sources 
Wednesday, October 20  Submit thesis, outline and notecards 
Monday, November 8  Submit draft of completed essay [OPTIONAL] 
Friday, November 19 Submit final paper [print & digital versions] with original proposal, graded 

outline and all notecards  
 
 You are required to write a five-page research paper on a topic of your choosing in world history from 
1500 to 1991.  The paper must present an interpretation or an argument about one particular aspect of world 
history  – be it a person, political ideology or event, social or economic condition, or cultural trend.  Your 
selection of a topic may be guided by the following types of questions:  What was its/his/her/their historical 
significance?  What global trends or processes began or developed as a result of this topic?  How do historians 
explain why a particular event occurred?  Allow these sorts of questions, as well as the ideas and issues 
presented in the textbook and in my lectures, to guide your selection of a topic.  PLEASE consult with me if 
you are having difficulty deciding on a topic on your own.  Below you will find a very brief list of sample 
topics.  You are in no way bound by this list; you may propose to write on any topic that interests you and for 
which you can find adequate sources.  Flip through the textbook, Chapters 23-39, for other ideas. 
 
Sample Topics (from the period 1500-1991):   
Columbian exchange, Christian missionary work, a specific “cultural encounter” of European and non-
European, abolition of the slave trade, Tokugawa shoguns, the Qianlong Emperor [or another leader of 
China], the Ottoman Empire under Suleiman the Magnificent, Russia’s expansion into Central Asia or the 
Far East, Toussaint Louverture, the Opium War, the Great Game, Panama Canal, Suez Canal, imperialism 
and racism, women colonists in British India (or another colony), the British “mandate” in Iraq, Indian 
National Congress & the independence movement, Great Depression, Communism (in a particular 
country), Mao Zedong, Rape of Nanjing, Holocaust, Cold War confrontation (e.g., Korean War, Cuba), 
Soviet invasion of Afganistan. 
NOTE:  you may not choose a topic in US history unless it pertains to international relations. 
 
Structure of paper: 
The paper must be 5 pages in length (no more, no less), typed, double spaced, in size 12 font, with 1" margins.  
Bibliography (or "Works Cited") should be attached as separate page at end.  Your paper must contain the 
following: 
-- a THESIS statement, which answers a question and argues a particular position.  It tells the reader the 
purpose of your essay.  It must be stated in the introductory paragraph. 
-- the BODY of your paper, which supports the thesis by providing the information and interpretation 
needed to make your argument.  Each paragraph begins with a topic sentence and develops one important 
idea, i.e., one aspect of the thesis. 
-- the CONCLUSION, which wraps up your argument and ties together all information that you have 
brought in support of your thesis.   
 While I do not insist on a particular style or structure beyond these elements, I highly encourage 
students at the 100-level to compose a thesis which can be supported using three types of evidence.  This 
means that the body of the paper will contain three parts, i.e., your presentation of the three ways that your 
thesis is supportable, with the necessary evidence. 
 
Sources: 
You will be required to use at least FOUR sources in the research of your topic & writing of you paper; at 
least three of them must be scholarly (i.e., written by a professional historian in a book/article published by 
an academic or professional publishing house).  I encourage you to use primary sources (original 
documents from the time period in history that you are investigating).  Primary documents are sometimes 
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more easily found on the internet than in print.  For all sources, consult journal articles as well as 
monograph books or collections of articles.  Ask the reference librarians for assistance.  Only ONE of your 
scholarly sources may be an internet source and you must request my approval by emailing me the link to 
the source.  This must be done BEFORE the source appears on the preliminary or final bibliography that 
you turn in with your paper assignments.   
 You may NOT include encyclopedias or other reference books, textbooks, student papers (posted 
on the internet), or popular magazines (e.g., Time, Newsweek) as your sources of research on this paper.  If 
you have any question about whether a source will be acceptable, please ask me sooner than later – bring 
the source in to me, email me its title, etc., and we can talk about it. 
 
Footnotes & bibliography:   
You must document the origin of your ideas by properly citing your sources with footnotes/endnotes or 
parenthetical citations and with a bibliography (list of works cited).  Format and style should follow either 
MLA or Chicago/Turabian guidelines.  Consult Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference for formatting assistance.  
  
NOTE on Plagiarism and use of Turnitin.com:   
 Plagiarism is a serious offense.  It is defined as the use of someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  
To avoid plagiarism, you must properly acknowledge the author’s words/ideas with footnote or parenthetical 
citations.  The student caught committing plagiarism intentionally will receive an “F” on the paper and risk 
failing the course.  If you have ANY questions about what plagiarism is and how to avoid it, consult A Writer’s 
Reference, advisors at the Writing Center, the Writing Center webpage at www.uah.edu/writing or me.  
SUGGESTION:  One way to avoid plagiarism is to take good notes.  When doing research, record your 
information in direct quotes (using quotation marks) or in your own words.  NEVER paraphrase an author, as 
that might result in unintentional plagiarism. 
 UAH uses the services of the internet plagiarism detection program called Turnitin.com.  You will be 
required to submit your research paper to the turnitin.com website.  This service can help to teach you how to 
avoid plagiarism and it can help me to ensure that you have used your sources properly when I grade your 
papers.  More will be said about this in class.  Please read the following statement, and learn more about this 
program at the UAH Library webpage cited at the end of this statement: 
 “UAH is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic honesty as defined in the 
Student Handbook (7.III.A). The instructor reserves the right to utilize electronic means to help prevent 
plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all assignments are subject to submission for textual 
similarity review to Turnitin.com. Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source 
documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such 
documents. The terms that apply to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service, as well as additional 
information about the company, are described at www.uah.edu/library/turnitin.” 
 
 
There are several stages to this assignment:   
1.  On Friday, September 24, submit a proposed topic and a preliminary bibliography to me for approval.  
The topic should be presented as a question, which you will endeavor to answer through your library research, 
and a one-paragraph description of your intent and purpose.  The bibliography should include at least two of 
your four required sources.  Once I give your topic a grade and an "OK," you are free to begin serious 
research, in preparation for the second stage of the assignment.  If, in the course of your research, you decide to 
change your topic, please submit the new topic to me for approval.   
2.  On Wednesday, October 20, submit a thesis statement (which you may think of as an answer to the 
question that you posed in your proposal), preliminary outline and all research notes to date (at least 20 
notecards) in a folder or manila envelope.  At this stage, I expect to see evidence of your research efforts in 
the form of research “notes.”  Notes must taken on 3"x5" or 4"x6" notecards.  Notecards reflect the information 
that you have learned and recorded relevant to the thesis that you are setting out to support/prove.  Prior to the 
due date for this assignment, I will use class time to give suggestions on how to organize your notes and 
notecards, and the required structure of the outline.  Please resubmit your approved topic description at this 
time.   
3.  OPTIONAL draft:  if you feel you need extra guidance on how to write a successful paper, or want to try 
to ensure a solid grade, then I would recommend that you submit to me a final draft, i.e., a complete version of 
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your paper, including citations, bibliography, and all notecards, by Monday, November 8.  This will not be 
graded (no red ink!), but I will provide thorough comments on how I think it can be improved. 
4.  On Friday, November 19, the final version of your paper is due.  Please submit to me a printed copy of 
your paper along with your original topic description, preliminary outline and all notecards, again in a large 
envelope.  Your paper will not be graded unless all portions of the assignment (printed, handwritten, and 
digital) are submitted at this time.  Late papers will be marked down one full grade for each day late! 
 
Digital version of these assignments:  Stage 4 will also entail uploading a digital copy of your paper into the 
turnitin.com system on or before November 19.  I will give you the necessary class ID number and enrollment 
password to enable you to upload your work to turnitin.com   
*NOTE* that printed and digital versions of your outline/paper must be identical, or you will receive a failing 
grade on your paper.  
 
 
Grades for proposals and for thesis/outline/notecards will be based on the following:  evidence of serious 
research effort, plausibility of argument, types of sources used, thoughtful presentation/organization of ideas, 
adherence to guidelines. 
 
Grades for final research papers will be based on the following:  adherence to guidelines for length and 
structure, clearly articulated thesis statement (that appears in the first paragraph), clear topic sentences in each 
paragraph, thoughtful research (as seen in notecards), quality and quantity of evidence used in the paper to 
support the thesis, proper citation of sources – both in the text of the paper and in the list of sources 
(bibliography) that accompanies the paper.  
 


