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Course Purpose: 
 
This course is designed as a historical overview, with the purpose of developing a greater 
appreciation and understanding of art music.   
 
Course Objectives: 
 
Through participating in lectures and activities provided by this course, students will be expected 
to: 
1) Gain an understanding of common musical terms. 
2) Acquire basic knowledge of Western musical instruments, as well as exploration and 
connection of Non-Western realms. 
3) Become familiar with composers and the elements used to create musical compositions. 
4) Understand music and its evolution from a historical perspective. 
5) Develop musical listening skills. 
6) Perceive the relationship between music and other disciplines. 
 
Text/Recordings: 
 
Music: An Appreciation, Roger Kamien, Fourth Brief Edition, McGraw-Hill, 2002. 
Compact disk recordings are required. 
 
Course Grading 
 
Exam 1     25%   
Exam 2    25% 
Final Exam    30% 
2 Concert Reports    20%
                                                          100% 
 

A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 
F =    0-59

 
Attendance Policy:                                             
 
Students are expected to attend all classes.  No makeup exams will be given.  In case of any 
absence, a student will be responsible for obtaining material from another classmate.  In the case 
of excessive absences or tardies, grades will be lowered. 



Concert Reports: 
 
 
You will be required to attend two concerts of classical music this semester, and a concert report 
will be required for each of them.  The reports must be 2-3 pages typed, with double spacing.  Be 
sure to use a spell-check program, and remember that even though this may be a music report, it 
should still reflect your abilities in proper writing techniques.  Concerts not at Francis Roberts 
Recital Hall must be cleared with the professor.  Rock, folk, reggae concerts or any derivation 
thereof, while delightful entertainment, will not be acceptable.   
 

 
Some Pre-Concert Suggestions 

1. Reread these instructions just before attending the concert so you can direct you listening. 
2. Save your program and ticket to attach to the concert report.  You may wish to make a few 

notes on the program at the concert. 
3. Write your report as soon after the concert as possible while the experience is still fresh in 

your mind. 
4. When writing the report, use your program to remind yourself of what you heard. 
 

 
Writing the Concert Report 

Paragraph 1.  THE CONCERT ENVIRONMENT: 
1. Describe the hall and physical surroundings. 
2. Describe the behavior, dress, and general demeanor of the audience. 
3. Describe the behavior, dress, and general demeanor of the performers. 

 
Paragraph 2.  THE MUSIC: the composition I liked best (If the concert consisted of one large 
work, choose the section or movement you liked best):  

1. Title and composer. 
2. Style (classic, romantic, etc.), and why you feel it is of that style. 
3. Why you like this composition best. 
4. Describe the music: how did it make you feel? Did the music evoke any particular 

images of pictures in your mind? What emotions did the music evoke? 
 
Paragraph 3.  THE PERFORMANCE: the performance I liked best:   

1. How did it sound to you? 
2. Was there sufficient energy (or calm) to bring across the music? 
3. Were the performers playing or singing in tune? 
4. Did the performers seem comfortable with the technical demands of the music? 
5. Was there good ensemble and communication among the performers? 
6. How did the conductor fulfill his/her role (if applicable)? 

 
(Optional paragraph(s) on the composition (or movement) you liked almost as well, using the 
questions as above) 
 



Paragraph 4.  THE MUSIC: the composition I liked least (If the concert consisted of one large 
work, choose the section or movement you liked least): 

1. Title and composer. 
2. Style (classic, romantic, etc.), and why you feel it is of that style. 
3. What did you dislike about this composition? 
4. Describe the music: how did it make you feel? Did the music evoke any particular 

images or pictures in your mind? What emotions did the music evoke? 
 
Paragraph 5. THE PERFORMANCE: the performance I liked least: 

1. How did it sound to you? 
2. Was there sufficient energy (or calm) to bring across the music? 
3. Were the performers playing or singing in tune? 
4. Did the performers seem comfortable with the technical demands of the music? 
5. Was there good ensemble and communication among the performers? 
6. How did the conductor fulfill his/her role (if applicable)? 

 
Paragraph 6. General reactions to the experience of attending this concert: 

1. Was the experience new to you? 
2. Was it difficult from what you expected? 
3. Was it like or unlike other concerts you may have attended? 
4. Did you enjoy the experience? 
5. Would you recommend concertgoing to others? 
6. Would you go again if it weren’t a requirement? 

 
 

Remember to attach the ticket stub and program to your report. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCHEDULE  
 
 

January 12 14 
Introduction to course Elements of Music 
 3-11, 32-34, 39-44, 48-50  
 
19 21  
No Class (Martin Luther King) Elements of Music, continued 
  
 
26 28 
Voices and Instruments  Period Overview, Medieval Period 
11-31 59-76 
 
February 2 4 
Renaissance Period Summary: Med/Ren Periods 
76-87 
 
9 11 
Summary: Med/Ren Periods EXAM 1 
  
 
16 18 
Baroque Introduction, Vocal Forms Baroque Vocal Forms, continued 
91-101, (108-114), 117-119, 130-136, 137-142  
 
23 25 
Baroque Instrumental Forms Baroque Instrumental Forms, continued 
101-104, 120-125 105-108, 126-130 
 
March 1 3 
Classical Period Introduction Mozart 
145-156 173-187 
Haydn Sonata Form 
170-173 156-161 
Concerto, String Quartet  
169-170  
  
8 10 
Opera Symphony, Beethoven  
 168, 188-190, 193-201 
  1st Concert Report Due 
  
15 17 
Summary: Classical Period EXAM 2 



 
March 22 24 
Spring Break! Spring Break! 
   
 
29 31 
Romantic Period Introduction Piano Music, Composers  
205-215 224-232 
Art Song, Composers 
215-221 
 
April 5 7 
Program Music, Nationalistic Music Romantic Music, continued  
238-239, 245-249   
 
12 14 
Twentieth Century: Impressionism Experimental Music 
Neoclassicism, Expressionism 341-360 
281-319 
   
19 21 
American Jazz American Art Music 
360-373            329-341 

 
26 
Nonwestern Music 
386-398 
2nd Concert Report Due 
 
  
  
 
Exam 3 (Final Exam):  

Friday, April 30, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 


