
 
Fall 2004 Office Hours:  Andrée Reeves, Ph.D. 
Monday 4:30-5:30 p.m. Morton Hall 250B      
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30-9:30 a.m. 824-2397 (o)   
and by appointment & drop-in 551-0666 (h)      
 reevesa@uah.edu  
        
      

Political Science 101- 04 
Introduction to American Government and Politics 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:35 – 10:55 a.m. MH 240 

  
FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, December 14, 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
    
Course Description 
 
Political Science 101 describes and evaluates the operations of political processes and actors and the values on which 
they are based. The lectures, reading, and discussions are designed to stimulate intellectual curiosity and critical thinking 
about the basic ideas, structures, processes, and actors that shape and define American governments and politics. 
Course activities focus on the concepts and events related to the founding of the American republic and on the 
relationship between our philosophical foundations and the development of American political institutions, practices, 
issues, and policies. In addition, the course is structured to help students begin contemplating some of the major 
controversies that pervade the political landscape. Toward those ends, the course will employ a mix of media, including 
lectures, discussions, a general text (O’Connor & Sabato), a variety of articles (Kernell & Smith), and occasional in-class 
handouts and videos. 
 
“Learning Outcomes” and Assessment 
 
Students should come away from this course able to think critically about questions of governance and politics, to 
communicate effectively in writing about issues and ideas related to American governments and policies, and to 
demonstrate substantive knowledge of the material covered in the course, including duties of citizenship and other major 
concepts. Students should be able to relate and evaluate the relationships among key variables, theoretical structures, 
and claims of knowledge in the study of government and politics.  
 
Students’ abilities (1) to think critically, (2) to communicate in writing, and (3) to demonstrate knowledge of the structures 
and processes of U.S. governments, as well as the relationships among key variables, will be assessed by four 
examinations. The first, a test on the content of the U.S. Constitution, allows assessment of knowledge of the ideas, 
principles, structures, and protections that provide the framework for our governance and our duties as citizens. The next 
three exams, which include substantial writing components in the form of essay questions as well as short identifications, 
allow evaluation of:  (1) critical thinking, (2) written communication, and (3) understanding of the subject matter.  
 
Learning at its best is collegial. Students are encouraged to discuss course materials and topics with their fellow students, 
share ideas, and exchange notes. These practices do not exempt students from maintaining high standards of 
professional integrity. All standards of academic honesty apply. When in doubt, they should consult the professor or the 
student handbook. Anyone caught cheating will be prosecuted through the University’s judicial system. 
 
Required Texts and Readings 
 
O’Connor, Karen and Larry J. Sabato.  Essentials of American Government: Continuity and Change.  2004 Edition.  New 

York:  Addison Wesley Longman, Inc. 
 
Kernell, Samuel and Steven S. Smith. 2004. Principles and Practice of American Politics: Classic and Contemporary 

Readingts, 2nd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press.  
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Strongly recommended: 
 
A dictionary!!! 
 
Paul, Richard and Linda Elder. 2003. The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking: Concepts & Tools. Dillon Beach, CA: The 

Foundation for Critical Thinking. www.criticalthinking.org. $4 per copy. 
 
A major national newspaper, such as The New York Times or The Washington Post. As colorful and concise as they may 

be, neither USA Today nor the The Huntsville Times will suffice.  Good newspapers are available for free on the 
Internet.  For example, see http://www.nytimes.com; http://www.washingtonpost.com. 

 
Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report or the National Journal 
 
If you have access to cable TV, C-Span should be a part of your regular media diet. Frequently it is highly entertaining. 
 
Course Grades 
 
Your grade will be calculated based on the following: 
Exam 1:  20% 
Exam 2:  25% 
Exam 3:  25% 
Final:   25% 
Last 5% goes to your highest score of #2, #3, or final. 
Not to the Constitution test. 

Grades are based on a straight scale  
(NO CURVE): 
90-100   A 
80-89   B 
70-79   C 
60-69   D 
below 59     

 
Exams:  The first exam covers the U.S. Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and the Articles of Confederation. I 
expect you to know what is in the Constitution (and what is not) and to be able to identify provisions and concepts by 
location. In other words, you should be able to outline the Constitution. You don’t need to know section numbers.  Just 
know articles and amendments and be able to recognize when something is NOT in the Constitution, e.g., “All men are 
created equal.” You may retake the Constitution test (and ONLY the Constitution test) if you do not do well. Any 
subsequent tries start with 89% (instead of 100%), so the highest you can get on a retake is 89. The first part of the test 
asks you to identify the main points of each article or amendment. The second part takes quotations from the 
Constitution—or not—and you must identify which article or amendment contains the material quoted. E.g., “Congress 
shall make no law…abridging the freedom of speech.” Answer, 1st  Amendment. 
 The other exams in this course will be part essay and part short identifications.  They will be cumulative in the 
sense that you shouldn’t forget what you learned (I hope) for earlier tests.  In other words, just because the focus of the 
2nd test is on the separation of powers, checks & balances, civil liberties, and Congress, don't think you can forget what 
you learned about the Constitution and the ideas behind it, particularly since this material forms the foundation for the rest 
of the course, not to mention our national government.  
 For the 2nd, 3rd, and final exams, for each topic covered I will distribute a list of terms and concepts that you will be 
responsible for knowing, and about a week before the test you will get a set of questions from which the essays will be 
chosen.  Do not wait until the night before the test to start studying.  There is too much material to do it that way and 
expect to do well on the tests. 
 To get an A on an essay/short ID exam, the student must demonstrate a clear understanding of the concepts and 
the issues and must present them clearly. The essay questions must be answered completely, correctly, and thoroughly. 
There are lots of pretty essays that don’t answer the question. The short identifications must be correct and complete. 
When the question asks you to note the significance, note the significance! 
 
Studying:  Education is not a passive activity.  Before you can learn, your mind has to be engaged. You have to take an 
active part in your own education.  You will get out of your classes what you put into them.  I expect students to come to 
class prepared—that means having read the material we are going to cover BEFORE we talk about it.  You will get more 
out of both the class and the material that way.  And most students will not be able to learn all the material in this course 
(or any other serious college level course) by reading their notes or the book just once.  Most students will have to read 
the assignments and digest them several times to grasp a thorough understanding. 
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 One suggestion is to go home after class and type your class notes.  Maybe even type notes from your readings. 
That reinforces what you learned in class and makes for easier studying before tests.  Moreover, when you get the term 
lists in class, start looking up terms.  Don’t wait until the last minute. There’s too much material for that. If you start 
early, when you can’t find something or you don’t understand something, you will have time to ask or to look elsewhere. 
Don’t feel confined by the assigned materials. They are a starting point, a resource. Ideally you would be curious enough 
to want to seek information elsewhere as well. These lists form the basis for a broader understanding of the material 
presented. I do not lecture from the book.  You are all adults, and I assume that by now you are capable of reading the 
book yourself.  My lectures will, however, complement the readings.  Material from the tests will come from my lectures 
and the reading assignments in both books. 
 
 
Academic Honesty:  Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are subject to penalties as 
outlined in the student handbook. A student found guilty of plagiarism or falsification of 
research data/results is subject to dismissal from the University. UAH’s policy: 
 

UAH is committed to the fundamental values of preserving academic 
honesty as defined in the Student Handbook (7.III.A). The instructor 
reserves the right to utilize electronic means to help prevent 
plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all assignments 
are subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com. 
Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source 
documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. The terms that apply 
to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service, as well as 
additional information about the company, are described at 
www.uah.edu/library/turnitin. 

 
 
Attendance:  While there is no formal requirement for attendance at UAH, there is a strong correlation between 
attendance and good grades. Students who do not attend class regularly rarely do well on the exams. Regular 
attendance, therefore, is expected.  I will pass around a sign-in sheet each class. 
 There will be no make-ups for missed examinations unless there is verifiable serious illness or family crisis. Make-
up exams will be given only with an official excuse and with prior permission of the professor--that means BEFORE you 
miss the scheduled test.  Otherwise, a missed examination will be considered an F. 
 
Office Hours:  My office hours are Mondays 4:30-5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30-9:30 a.m. This time is set 
aside for you. Please take advantage of it. I encourage you to come see me, particularly if you are having problems with 
the class. I don't normally bite (hard). If you cannot take advantage of the time set aside, please feel free to call and make 
an appointment. I am in my office at other times as well, and you are welcome to drop by (If I am too busy to talk to you 
then, I will tell you). I will make every effort to help you. If you are having problems with the class, please come talk to me 
before it is too late. 
 

Important Dates 
 
Thursday, September 1: NO CLASS. Spend the time studying the Constitution. 
Tuesday, September 14: Local Election Runoff 
Thursday, September 23: Constitution Test 
Monday, September 13: Last day to drop with refund 
Thursday, October 7: NO CLASS. Fall Break 
Thursday, October 14: Exam 2 
Tuesday, November 2: ELECTION DAY 
Tuesday, November 9: Exam 3 
Wednesday, November 10: Last day to drop 
Tuesday, December 14: FINAL EXAM, 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
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Classroom Etiquette: These ground rules won’t apply to most of you, but since there have been a few problems in the 
past, I’m letting you know up front.  To be considerate of your fellow students (not to mention your professor—in this class 
as well as in others) the successful and considerate student will avoid the following annoying behaviors or practices:  
 
(1)  Arriving late and disrupting the class with a grand entrance—if you must be late, please arrange to enter quietly and 

sit near the door instead of walking across in front of the professor and climbing over several students (same holds for 
leaving early).  There’s no need to make a production of your arrival.  The same suggestions apply if you must leave 
early. You are not The Queen. 

 
(2)  Devices that make noise. Please turn off or don’t bring watches, beepers, and cellular phones—or something I haven’t 

encountered yet—that cannot be turned off or set to “do not disturb” mode.  If you must bring a phone, please turn it 
off. If you have an emergency that necessitates leaving your cell phone or beeper on, please let me know before class 
and be ready to take your problem outside.  Also, I have a watch and don't need to be reminded that class is almost 
over (usually). 

 
(3)  Text messaging—also inappropriate in class. It’s distracting to me and to your fellow classmates to have someone 

punching buttons, checking phone messages, sending email, or playing games in class. Needless to say, I hope, 
talking on cell phones is inappropriate as well. 

 
(4)  Yawning—sometimes it is necessary, but please make every effort to stifle it or at least cover your mouth. I’ve seen 

lots of tonsils, and they’re not pretty. Yawning is contagious, and if you start, I’ll start.   
 
(5)  Looking at your watch every few minutes. I get progressively more boring when people look impatient to leave, as do 

other professors.  If you are that bored or if you really don’t want to be in class, please leave (quietly). 
 
(6)  Air Pollution. Please be considerate of the others who inhabit the same space.  If I can smell your cologne or after-

shave in class, you are wearing too much.  Many of us are allergic to it, and sometimes it triggers asthma attacks. (It 
also could be embarrassing to be asked to go wash it off.)  Other strong odors are offensive as well.  

 
(7)  Tobacco products in class. Please don’t use tobacco products in class. 
 
(8)  Recording lectures. Please do not record (audio or video) my class without my permission.  Most of you don’t want to 

listen to me again anyway, and being taped can be intimidating to other students.  It changes the dynamics of the 
class and inhibits discussion.  If you feel you must, please come talk to me first. 

 
(9)  Babysitting. Please do not bring your sick children to class.  The rest of us don’t need extra opportunities to get sick, 

and if you are contagious, please don’t share it with the rest of us. 
 
(10) Lack of humor. Maintain—or cultivate—your sense of humor! 
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Course Outline & Required Reading Assignments 
 

I. Political Principles and Constitutional Foundations 
 O’Connor & Sabato:  Chapter 1, 1-30: The Political Landscape  
     The Declaration of Independence  
     The Constitution of the United States 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 1, 1-46: Designing Institutions 
     The Federalist #10 
 
II. Constitutional Framework & the Structure of Federalism:  
 O’Connor & Sabato:   Chapter 2, 31-64: The Constitutuion 
    Chapter 3, 65-98: Federalism 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 2, 47-92: The Constitutional Framework 
     Chapter 3, 93-120: Federalism 
 
Exam 1 –Thursday, September 23:  The Constitution Test  
 
III. Constitutional Framework & Separation of Powers and Checks & Balances 
     The Federalist #51 
  
IV. Civil Liberties & Civil Rights 
 O’Connor & Sabato: Chapter 4,   99-137: Civil Liberties 
    Chapter 5, 138-171: Civil Rights 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 4, 121-167: Civil Rights 
     Chapter 5, 168-221: Civil Liberties 
 
Exam 2 –Thursday, October 14:  Covers everything to date. 
 
V.  Political Parties, Groups, & Elections 
 O’Connor & Sabato:   Chapter 11, 368-409: Political Parties & Interest Groups 
    Chapter 12, 412-457: Campaigns, Elections & Voting 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 11-3, 500-16: Jacobson article on elections 
     Chapter 12, 517-558: Political Parties 
     Chapter 13-1: 559-568: Schattschneider article on groups 
 
VI. The Legislative Branch: Congress 
 O’Connor & Sabato:   Chapter 6, 172-217: Congress 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 6, 222-273: Congress 
 
Exam 3 –Tuesday, November 9:  Covers everything since last exam 
 
VII. The Executive Branch: The Presidency 
 O’Connor & Sabato:  Chapter 7, 218-252: The Presidency 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 7, 274-318: The Presidency 
 
VIII. The Executive Branch: The Bureaucracy 

O’Connor & Sabato:   Chapter 8, 253-282: The Executive Branch & the Federal Bureaucracy 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 8, 319-371: The Bureaucracy 
 
IX. The Judiciary Branch: The Courts 
 O’Connor & Sabato:  Chapter 9, 283-325: The Judiciary 
 Kernell & Smith:  Chapter 9, 372-411: The Judiciary 
 
FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, December 14, 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
 


