
ENG 101 
Composition I 
 
 
 
Office Hours: MW 11-12; 2-3; TTh 2:30-4:30; and by appointment 
 
 
Course Description: Approach to writing as a mode of learning, communicating, and making 
meaning.  Assignments encourage refinement of skills and discipline in composing and revising 
processes. 
 
Course Goals (as mandated by the state of Alabama): Students will acquire knowledge of: effective 
written, verbal, nonverbal, and media communication techniques; the writing process; the impact of 
purpose, occasion, and audience; and strategies for improving reading across the curriculum.  In 
addition, students will demonstrate abilities in collaborative learning; relating and interpreting 
personal experience; identifying facts, implications, assumptions, inferences, and judgments; and 
structuring and expanding ideas into coherent writing. 

 
Course Texts: The Brief English Handbook, by Dornan and Dawe 
  The Art of the Story, by Halpern 
   
Student Responsibilities: 

• Daily participation in class activities (10% of course grade). 
• Fifteen 250-word journal entries (20%), to be submitted in a two-pocket folder on dates 

specified on the course schedule. 
• Five major analytical essays (60%), with optional allowances for revision. 
• Active participation in draft workshops (10%). 

 
Grading: Participation grades will be determined based upon quality of overall classroom presence 
(e.g., pertinent vocal contributions, active listening, and engaged cooperation during writing and 
other activities), in addition to quantity of presence.  Journal entries will receive full credit if they meet 
length and subject requirements; they will receive written responses, but not be “graded” or marked 
for structural or mechanical errors.  Major papers will be scored according to the rubric attached to 
this syllabus; scores will be averaged and analyzed for improvement in the determination of grade 
equivalents. 
 
Composition I and II students at the University of Montevallo must achieve grades of A, B, or C in 
order to complete the courses successfully.  Students who average below a C will receive a final grade 
of NC (that is, “No Credit”) and must repeat the course.  An NC grade does not affect students’ 
grade point averages. 
 
Attendance Policy: Participatory activities comprise 20% of your course grade.  You are expected to 
attend all class meetings.  I do not classify absences as “excused” or “unexcused.”  If you miss class 
for reasons you consider valid, keep in mind that missed classwork may not be made up.  Each 
meeting will include instruction, discussion, and other activities that will help you develop your 
writing skills.  If you find that sickness, personal needs, athletic or employment obligations interfere 
with your ability to attend class regularly, you should accept the consequent effect on your grade or 
choose to officially withdraw. 
 



Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to penalize 
instances of plagiarism and academic dishonesty, defined as any of the following: 

• using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without acknowledgment of 
your source through the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation; 

• rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit; 
• using someone else’s facts or ideas with acknowledgement; 
• using a piece of writing for one course that was used in a previous course (or in courses 

in which you are simultaneously enrolled) without permission from both instructors to 
do so; and 

• presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials. 
 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  
At the very least, an assignment on which plagiarism has occurred will receive no credit, and an 
Academic Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the 
Vice President for Student Affairs.  Students who plagiarize also are subject to failure in the course 
and/or appearance before the Justice Council. 
 
ADA Statement: Students who may need disability-related academic accommodations or who have 
emergency medical needs are encouraged to contact the Office of Services for Students with 
Disabilities (campus telephone 6250).  This office is located in Student Support Services in the rear of 
Main Hall.  You must have a Classroom Accommodation Request letter provided by that office in 
order to receive accommodations in this class.  Academic accommodations may be provided, but no 
essential course requirements will be changed.  You may contact your professor or Deborah McCune 
with any questions. 
 
 

Schedule 
Please bring both textbooks to class each day. 

 
August 27  T Course Introduction. 
    Journal 1: Write about a time when you felt proud of  
    something you wrote. 

     
August 29  Th Read Handbook, 33-37, “A Student Essay for Study” and 98- 

101, “Topic Sentences.” 
    Journal 2: Complete the following statement: “Writing is like….” 
 
September 3  T Read Story, 146-151, “Are These Actual Miles?” by Raymond  

Carver. 
Journal 3: How do you feel about the couple in “Are These Actual 
Miles?”  What decisions have they made in the past that led to their 
situation in the story?  What lessons do you get from reading about 
them?  
Journals 1-3 due. 

     
September 5  Th Read Handbook, 48-63, “An Idea List for Analyzing a Subject.” 

Journal 4: What kinds of school writing have you done in the past?  
Before reading today’s assignment, were you familiar with the term 
“thesis statement”?  How does a thesis statement differ from a 
factual statement?  Write two or three examples to show the 
difference. 



 
September 10  T Read Handbook, 21-27, “Critical Thinking and Reasoning.”  
 
September 12  Th Essay 1 draft due for draft-sharing workshop. 
    Journal 5: Do you like your Essay 1 draft?  What, so far, have  

you done well on it?  What would you like to improve?  What kind 
of help did you receive during the draft-sharing workshop? 

 
September 17  T Essay 1 due.  Pleasure Day!  On Pleasure Days, you should  

bring to class a brief text that recently has brought you pleasure.  
You will read this text aloud to your classmates and listen to their 
texts. 

 
September 19  Th Read Handbook, 66-73, “Write a First Draft” and Story, 387- 

392, “Everything in This Country Must” by Colum McCann. 
Journal 6: What is Katie’s view of the world and her place in it in 
“Everything in This Country Must”?  Can you imagine any way 
that her perspective might change?   
Journals 4-6 due. 
 

September 24  T Read Story, 349-352, “The First Day” by Edward P. Jones. 
 
September 26  Th Essay 2 due for draft-sharing workshop. 
 
October 1  T Read Handbook, 108-111, “Coherent Paragraphs,” and 121- 

125, “Expository Paragraphs.” 
     
October 3  Th Essay 2 due.  Pleasure Day. 
 
October 8  T Read Story, 227-232, “Reflections of Spring” by Duong Thu  

Huong. 
Journal 7: How do you feel about the protagonist’s concerns in 
“Reflections of Spring”?  How do you hope to feel about your own 
life choices when you are his age? 

 
October 10  Th Read Story, 513-518, “The Free Radio” by Salman Rushdie. 
 
October 15  T Read Story, 432-434, “The Canebrake” by Mohammed Mrabet. 

Journal 8: Why do you think Kacem treated his wife the way he did 
in the first part of “The Canebrake”?  Do you think he was happy 
then?  What causes him to change?  What was the result?  What 
does this story teach you about marriage? 

 
October 17  Th Essay 3 due for draft-sharing workshop. 

Journal 9: Write about a place that has been special for you over 
the past two months.  

    Journals 7-9 due. 
 

October 22  T Read Handbook, 2-9, “Thinking and Writing.” 
 
October 24  Th Essay 3 due.  Pleasure Day. 



 
October 29  T Read Story, 393-402, “Pornography” by Ian McEwan. 

Journal 10: What do you think of McEwan’s “Pornography”?  
Would you call it pornographic?  Why or why not?   

 
October 31  Th Read Story, 69-72, “G-String” by Nicola Barker. 
 
November 5  T Read Handbook, 9-18, “Basics of Critical Thinking.” 

Journal 11: Read closely the passage on inferences on pages 11-13.  
Choose one of the stories we have discussed so far in ENG 101 
and demonstrate the way that certain “facts” from the story lead 
you to particular inferences. 

 
November 7  Th Essay 4 due for draft-sharing workshop. 
    Journal 12: If you were asked to write a short story that would be  

published in a widely-distributed national magazine, what kind of 
story would you write?  What would the setting be?  Who would be 
the characters?  What effect would you like to have upon your 
readers? 

    Journals 10-12 due. 
 
November 12  T Read Story, 477-480, “In the Shadow of War” by Ben Okri. 

Journal 13: What do you think is “going on” in “In the Shadow of 
War”?  Who is the veiled woman?  What seems to be her mission?  
What are the soldiers doing in the town?  Why does the father put 
his son to bed at the end of the story?   

 
November 14  Th Essay 4 due.  Pleasure Day. 
 
November 19  T Read Story, 338-345, “A Family Supper” by Kazuo Ishiguro. 
 
November 21  Th Read Handbook, 41-47, “Begin the Composing Process.” 

Journal 14: Write a description of your composing process.  Do 
you follow certain steps? rituals?  Do you need a particular kind of 
setting or mindset?  

 
November 26  T Journal 15: Write about any subject of interest or concern to  

you involving your ENG 101 experience. 
Journals 13-15 due. 

 
November 28  Th Thanksgiving Day.  No classes. 
 
December 3  T Read Handbook, 335-338, “A Student Essay about Literature.” 
 
December 5  Th Essay 5 due for draft-sharing workshop. 
 
December 9  M Essay 5 due during Final Exam period, 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.,  

Comer 203 mailbox.  



ENG 101 

Scoring Rubric for Major Essays 
 
9  Essays earning a score of 9 meet all the criteria for 8 papers and in addition are 
particularly full or apt in their analysis and demonstrate especially impressive 
stylistic control.  A 9 essay, in short, is worthy of publication. 

8  Essays earning a score of 8 demonstrate a particular skill with clearness 
of expression and an ability to control a wide range of the elements of 
effective writing while responding appropriately to assigned goals.   

7  Essays earning a score of 7 fit the descriptions of 6 essays but employ more 
complete analysis or more mature prose style.   

6  Essays earning a score of 6 perform the essential task required by the 
assignment, although with some level of limitation.  Usually, a 6 essay 
lacks the depth of development, coherence, or attention to audience 
appeal that higher ranked essays have. 

5  Essays earning a score of 5 show competence but with weaknesses and/or 
inconsistencies.  The focus of these essays may be shallow, there may be 
problems with clarity, and/or there may be a significant number of distracting 
errors. 

4  Essays earning the score of 4 usually are limited in accuracy, purpose, or 
development.  Often there is an unclear focus, lack of an effective 
organization plan, insufficient development, or a inadequate connection to 
the assignment. 

3  Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for the score of 4, but are less able 
to satisfy the primary writing task or less consistent in their control over their 
elements or writing. 

2  Essays earning a score of 2 may show some understanding of or 
adherence to the assignment's task; however, they may perform it 
inadequately or write "off the subject" inappropriately.  Frequently, the 
prose of 2 papers reveals consistent weaknesses in writing or a serious 
lack of development and organization. 

1  Essays earning a score of 1 meet criteria for the score of 2, but in addition are 
especially vague in their clarity or connection to the assignment or weak in the 
control of language. 

0  Indicates an essay that receives no credit, such as one that is clearly "off-
subject." 


