
ENG 102 
Composition II 
 
Office Hours: MW 11-12; 2-3; TTh 2-3 and by appointment. 
Course Description: Approach to writing as mode of learning, communicating, and making meaning. 
Assignments encourage refinement of skills in library and Internet research, discourse analysis, and 
intertextual synthesis. 
 
Course Goals: 

• To help students continue to understand and improve their writing processes. 
• To offer formal and informal opportunities for students to use writing as a way of making 

meaning, a format for personal reflection, a mode of creativity, and a source of pleasure. 
• To provide occasions for students to enter and participate in the academic community through 

written discourse. 
• To give students practice in using research as a means of expanding their options as readers and 

writers. 
• To help students, as both writers and readers, understand the importance of purpose and 

audience in shaping what is said and how it is said. 
 
State of Alabama Criteria for ENG 102: 

Students will acquire knowledge of: 
Exhibiting effective written (e.g., correct grammar and mechanics, correct spelling, organization, legibility), verbal (e.g., 
standard speech, correct pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary and style appropriate to level of audience), nonverbal, and media 
communication techniques. 
The writing process, including the stages of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing, and the role of writing 
across the curriculum. 
The impact of purpose, occasion, and audience on written and spoken discourse. 
Observing and experiencing the use of technology in the study of the language arts, especially for problem solving, and 
understanding the relationship of the language arts to emerging technologies 
Appropriate communication tasks consistent with the developmental levels of students and the interrelatedness of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. 
Reading, including the process and role of reading across the curriculum, the relationship between the purposes for and the 
techniques of reading, and strategies for improving reading and writing skills. 
Strategies that enable one to read fluently and to be able to learn from reading. 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 
Use group interaction for collaborative learning in the language arts (e.g., discussion, debate, creative problem solving, 
composition, drama, reading, improvisation). 
Teach students to identify facts, implications, assumptions, inferences, and judgments in both spoken and written discourse. 
Teach students to structure and expand ideas into coherent writing. 
Using technology tools and information resources to increase productivity, promote creativity, and facilitate academic 
learning in the language arts. 
Students will demonstrate high levels of professionalism by: 
Exhibiting positive attitudes towards technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits and 
productivity 

 
Course Texts:  

 
You will choose most readings individually, based on your essay topics. 
The following website will be immensely valuable for you in all areas of writing, including 
documentation and grammar: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ Purdue University’s Online Writing Center 

 
Student Responsibilities: 

• Attentive, thoughtful participation in class discussions and activities (10% of course grade). 
• Twelve 250-word journal entries (20%), to be submitted in a two-pocket folder on dates 

specified on the course schedule. 
• Three major essays, 600-800 words each, with optional allowances for revision (40%). 



• Review Essay, 1200-1500 words, with optional allowance for revision (20%). 
• Active participation in draft workshops (10%). 

 
Harbert Writing Center: I encourage all students to take advantage of the services of the Harbert Writing 
Center, located in room 311 of Comer Hall.  HWC tutors have been trained to help you learn to make 
effective writing choices.  Regardless of the stage of the writing process or your degree of writing experience, 
you will find this free service valuable. 

 
Attendance Policy: You are expected to attend all class meetings.  Report to me only official University-
endorsed absences.  Each meeting will include instruction, discussion, and other activities that will help you 
develop your writing skills.  If you find that sickness, personal needs, or professional obligations interfere 
with your ability to attend class regularly, you may wish to officially withdraw from the course. 
 
ADA Statement: Students who may need disability-related academic accommodations or who have 
emergency medical needs are encouraged to contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities 
(campus telephone 6250).  This office is located in Student Support Services in the rear of Main Hall.  You 
must have a Classroom Accommodation Request letter provided by that office in order to receive 
accommodations in this class.  Academic accommodations may be provided, but no essential course 
requirements will be changed.  You may contact your professor or Deborah McCune with any questions. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to penalize 
instances of plagiarism and academic dishonesty, defined as any of the following: 

• using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without acknowledgment of your source 
through the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation; 

• rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit; 
• using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgement; 
• using a piece of writing for one course that was used in a previous course (or in courses in which 

you are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both instructors to do so; and 
• presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials. 

Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  At the 
very least, an assignment on which plagiarism has occurred will receive no credit, and an Academic 
Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the Vice President for 
Student Affairs.  Students who plagiarize also are subject to failure in the course and/or appearance before 
the Justice Council. 
 

Schedule 
 
January 13 T Course Introduction. 

Journal 1: Complete the following statement: “For me, writing is like….”  (Note: 
As stated in course description, journal entries should be typed and 
approximately 250 words each.) 

 
January 15 Th  The academic essay. 

Journal 2: What are your strengths as a writer?  What are your weaknesses?  In 
what ways have your former teachers affected your writing strategies and 
attitudes?  In what ways have your own behaviors and beliefs contributed? 

  
January 20 T Close reading of sources; using Carmichael Library to locate editorials.  

Journal 3: What are the conditions (physical, mental, emotional)  
under which you are able to be your best as a writer?  How feasible will it be for 
those conditions to exist during the Spring 2004 semester? 

   Journals 1-3 due (submit in 2-pocket folder). 
    
January 22 Th Planning strategies. 

Journal 4:  
 
January 27 T Writing introductions. 



Journal 5: Describe the processes you have gone through to find the editorials 
you are using for Essay 1.  Why did you choose the particular editorials you 
chose?  If there were other editorials that you chose not to use, what were the 
reasons for your decision?  

 
January 29 Th Essay 1 draft due (2 copies)—one for teacher, one for in-class workshop. 
 
February 3 T Revision and documentation. 
 
February 5 Th Essay 1 due. 

Pleasure Day!  On Pleasure Days, bring to class a brief text that has recently given 
your pleasure, to share with the full class.     

 
February 10 T Approaches to textual analysis. 
 
February 12 Th Analyzing printed advertising. 
 
February 17 T Drafting and organizing. 

Journal 6: Browse through a recent issue of a magazine that appeals to you.  
(Note: Carmichael Library subscribes to many popular magazines; you may read 
them in the sitting area near the entrance.)  For this journal entry, discuss the 
types of advertising that appear in the magazine as well as the types of appeals 
made in the ads.  Based on the appeals, what do the makers of the advertisements 
seem to assume about the magazine’s readers?  Be sure to tell the magazine’s 
name and date in your entry. 
Journals 4-6 due. 

 
February 19 Th No class meeting 
   Southeastern Writing Centers Association Conference, Kennesaw, Georgia. 
 
February 24 T Approaches to writing a narrative research paper. 
    
February 26 Th Essay 2 draft due (two copies). 
 
March 2  T Locating reviews through Carmichael Library’s resources. 

Journal 7: Write about your past research experiences, including, but not limited 
to , school research papers and personal interest searches. 

 
March 4  Th Essay 2 due.  Pleasure Day! 
    
March 9  T Critical reading of reviews. 

Journal 8: If you had an opportunity to make suggestions to a movie studio for 
the storyline for a new movie, what would you propose?  How do you think your 
movie would fare in today’s entertainment market? 

 
March 11 Th Quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing. 
 
March 16 T Paragraph development. 

Journal 9: What movie have you chosen to write about for Essay 3?  Why did you 
choose it?  In particular, what meaning does the movie have for you that makes 
you interested in reading more about it?  (Note: If you have not chosen a movies 
for Essay 3—in which case you are significantly behind on this assignment—
write about two or three movies and why they will or will not work well for Essay 
3.). 

 
March 18 Th Audience appeal. 
 
March 21-28  Spring Break  
 
March 30 T Essay 3 5-minute in-class presentations. 



 
April 1  Th Essay 3 draft due (two copies). 
 
April 6  T Essay 3 5-minute in-class presentations. 

Journal 10: Write about a place that has become special to you over the past few 
months. 

 
April 8  Th Essay 3 due.  Pleasure Day! 
 
April 13  T Approaches to observation. 

Journal 11: Write a description of yourself as you work on an ENG 102 essay.  
Where are you?  What time is it?  What are you doing?  How do you look?  What 
items do you have nearby? 

 
April 15  Th Narrative organization. 
 
April 20  T Showing vs. telling. 
 
April 22  Th Paragraph development. 
   Journal 12: Write about any subject of concern or interest to you related to this  

class. 
 
April 27  T Essay 4 draft due (two copies). 
 
April 29  Th Final thoughts about writing. 
 
Final Exam M 8-10 a.m. Essay 4 due. 


