
ENG 103 
Honors Composition I 
 
 
 
Office Hours: MW 11-12; 2-3; T-Th 1-2; by chance and by appointment 
 
Course Description: Accelerated approach to writing as mode of learning, communicating, and 
making meaning.  Assignments encourage refinement of skills and discipline in composing and 
revising processes. 
 
Course Goals: 

• To help students understand and improve their writing processes. 
• To offer formal and informal opportunities for students to use writing as a way of 

making meaning, a format for personal reflection, a mode of creativity, and a source of 
pleasure. 

• To provide occasions for students to enter and participate in the academic community 
through written discourse. 

• To provide instruction and guidance in writing for different purposes and for different 
audiences. 

• To provide occasions for students to synthesize personal experiences and observations 
with fictional renderings of experience. 

 
Course Texts: Growing Up Native American, ed. Patricia Riley 
  The Oxford Book of Irish Short Stories, ed. William Trevor 
   
Student Responsibilities: 

• Daily participation in class activities (10% of course grade). 
• Fifteen 250-word journal entries (15%), to be submitted in a two-pocket folder on dates 

specified on the course schedule. 
• Five major essays (65%), with optional allowances for revision. 
• Active participation in draft workshops (10%). 
 

Attendance Policy: Participatory activities comprise 20% of your course grade.  You are expected to 
attend all class meetings.  I do not classify absences as “excused” or “unexcused.”  It is your 
responsibility to limit your absences.  Each meeting will include instruction, discussion, and other 
activities that will help you develop your writing skills.  If you find that sickness, personal needs, or 
professional obligations interfere with your ability to attend class regularly, you should accept the 
consequent effect on your grade or choose to officially withdraw. 
 
ADA Statement: Students who may need disability-related academic accommodations or who have 
emergency medical needs are encouraged to contact the Office of Services for Students with 
Disabilities (campus telephone 6250).  This office is located in Student Support Services in the rear 
of Main Hall.  You must have a Classroom Accommodation Request letter provided by that office 
in order to receive accommodations in this class.  Academic accommodations may be provided, but 



no essential course requirements will be changed.  You may contact your professor or Deborah 
McCune with any questions. 
 
Academic Honesty: It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to penalize instances of 
plagiarism and academic dishonesty, defined as any of the following: 

• using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without acknowledgment of your 
source through the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation; 

• rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit; 
• using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgement; 
• using a piece of writing for one course that was used in a previous course (or in courses in 

which you are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both instructors to 
do so; and 

• presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials. 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  
At the very least, an assignment on which plagiarism has occurred will receive no credit, and an 
Academic Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the 
Vice President for Student Affairs.  Students who plagiarize also are subject to failure in the course 
and/or appearance before the Justice Council. 
 
State of Alabama Criteria for ENG 102: 

Students will acquire knowledge of: 
Effective written (e.g., correct grammar and mechanics, correct spelling, organization, legibility), 
verbal (e.g., standard speech, correct pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary and style appropriate to 
level of audience), nonverbal, and media communication techniques. 
The writing process, including the stages of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing, 
and the role of writing across the curriculum. 
The impact of purpose, occasion, and audience on written and spoken discourse. 
Appropriate communication tasks consistent with the developmental levels of students and the 
interrelatedness of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
Reading, including the process and role of reading across the curriculum, the relationship between 
the purposes for and the techniques of reading, and strategies for improving reading and writing 
skills. 
Strategies that enable one to read fluently and to be able to learn from reading. 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 
Use group interaction for collaborative learning in the language arts (e.g., discussion, debate, creative 
problem solving, composition, drama, reading, improvisation). 
Explore and relate personal experience and develop interpretations 
Identify facts, implications, assumptions, inferences, and judgments in both spoken and written 
discourse. 
Structure and expand ideas into coherent writing. 

 
 

Schedule 
 
August 26   T Course Introduction 

Journal 1: Write about a time when you felt proud of something you wrote.   
(Journal entries, as described in this syllabus under Student Responsibilities, should be typed 
and at least 250 words long.  They will be submitted in threes in a two-pocket folder on days 
specified on the schedule.) 

 
August 28 Th Read “At Last I Kill a Buffalo” by Luther Standing Bear,  

Growing Up Native American (GU), pp. 107-114. 



Journal 2: What are your best strengths as a writer?  In what areas do you  
need additional instruction or experience? 
 

September 2 T Read “Uncle Tony’s Goat” by Leslie Marmon Silko, GU, pp. 299-305. 
Journal 3: Write about a primarily nonverbal relationship you have had with a person or 
animal.  In what ways is/was the relationship similar or different from the one between the 
protagonist of “Uncle Tony’s Goat” and Uncle Tony and/or his billy goat? 

   Journals 1-3 due.  
 
September 4 Th Essay 1 draft due for draft-sharing workshop,  
 
September 9 T Read “The Hare-Lip” by Mairtin O Cadhain, Oxford Book of Irish Short  

Stories (ISS), pp. 375-381. 
Journal 4: What is your response to “The Hare-Lip”?  Read the story twice if necessary in 
order to gain a “picture” of Nora’s wedding night.   

 
September 11 Th Essay 1 due—Pleasure Day!  On Pleasure Days, you should bring a brief text  

that has given you pleasure to read aloud in class. 
Journal 5: Write about a text you enjoyed hearing on Pleasure Day.  If you wish, you also 
may write about a text you did not enjoy. 

 
September 16        T Read “Critical Thinking: What It Is and Why It Counts” 
   http://www.calpress.com/pdf_files/what&why.pdf 
 
September 18 Th Essay 2 draft due for draft-sharing workshop. 
    
September 23 T Read “Grace” by Vickie L. Sears, GU, pp. 279-298. 
 
September 25 Th Essay 2 due  (Pleasure Day). 
 
September 30        T Read “Sarah” by Mary Lavin, ISS, pp. 392-400. 
 Journal 6: Write about your response(s) to “Grace” and/or “Sarah.” 
 Journals 4-6 due. 
 
October 2            Th Read “Why We Read (or Not): A Class Discussion” by Jennifer Ahern, e-reserve: 

http://eres.montevallo.edu 
Journal 7: Answer one or more of the questions Ahern has inserted throughout her article. 

 
October 7             T Essay 3 draft due for draft-sharing workshop. 
 
October 9 Th Class cancelled for Founders Day. 
 
October 14       T  Essay 3 due (Pleasure Day). 
 
October 16      Th  Journal 8: Write about the processes you generally use when you conduct  

research.  You may consider a wide variety of research projects—from preparing a course 
paper to seeking information on your favorite musician to looking up treatment options for 
a particular medical condition. 

 
October 21       T Read “Notes of a Translator’s Son” by Joseph Bruchac, GU, pp. 237-246. 

Journal 9: What is your response to Bruchac’s piece?  In what ways did he learn lessons 
about life?  Have you learned any lessons in similar ways?  Explain the likenesses or 
differences. 

   Journals 7-9 due. 
 



October 23 Th Read “Lame Deer: Seeker of Visions” by Lame Deer and Richard Erdoes,  
GU, pp. 136-149. 

    
October 28 T Read “Refining Your Claim” by John Ruszkiewicz, et. al., on e-reserve: 
   http://eres.montevallo.edu 

Journal 10: Do you have a specific point you wish to make in your Essay 4?  What is that 
point?  What are you doing to make sure your audience will be interested in your paper?   

    
October 30 Th Essay 4 draft due for draft-sharing workshop. 
 
November 4 T Read: assignment to be announced. 

Journal 11: What, in your view, are the qualities of a good short story?  Illustrate by calling 
on one or more of your favorite short stories. 

    
November 6 Th Essay 4 due.  (Pleasure Day!) 
 
November 11  T Read “The Pedlar’s Revenge” by Liam O’Flaherty, ISS, pp. 287-299. 

Journal 12: What is your response to “The Pedlar’s Revenge”?  Did you find it intriguing to 
read?  How did you feel about the ending? 

   Journals 10-12 due 
 
November 13 Th Read “An Occasion of Sin” by John Montague, ISS, pp. 482-494. 
 
November 18        T Read “Mean Spirit” by Linda Hogan, GU, pp. 203-214. 

Journal 13: What is your response to “Mean Spirit”? 
 
November 20        Th Read: assignment to be announced. 
    
November 25         T Essay 5 draft due for in-class draft workshop, 

Journal 14: If all conditions could be made ideal, what would your writing process be for 
ENG 103 papers?  What is/was your actual process? 

 
November 27 Th Thanksgiving Holiday 
  
December 2          T Essay 5 Presentations 

Journal 15: Write about any subject of concern to you regarding your experience in ENG 
103. 

   Journals 13-15 due  
 
December 4 Th Essay 5 Presentations 
    
December 8  8:00-10:00—final exam—Essay 5 due. 
   All revisions must be in by Wednesday, December 10. 


