
ENG 104 
Honors Composition II 
 
 
 
Office:  Comer 203D  Office Phone: 665-6425 Home Phone: 665-2392 
Office Hours: MW 11-12; 2-3:30; by appointment and by chance 
 
Course Description: Accelerated approach to writing as mode of learning, communicating, and making meaning. 
Assignments encourage refinement of skills in library and Internet research, discourse analysis, and intertextual synthesis. 
 
Course Goals: 

• To help students continue to understand and improve their writing processes. 
• To offer formal and informal opportunities for students to use writing as a way of making meaning, a 

format for personal reflection, a mode of creativity, and a source of pleasure. 
• To provide occasions for students to enter and participate in the academic community through written 

discourse. 
• To give students practice in using research as a means of expanding their options as readers and writers. 
• To help students, as both writers and readers, understand the importance of purpose and audience in 

shaping what is said and how it is said. 
 
State of Alabama Criteria for ENG 102: 

Students will acquire knowledge of: 
Exhibiting effective written (e.g., correct grammar and mechanics, correct spelling, organization, legibility), verbal (e.g., 
standard speech, correct pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary and style appropriate to level of audience), nonverbal, and media 
communication techniques. 
The writing process, including the stages of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing, and the role of writing 
across the curriculum. 
The impact of purpose, occasion, and audience on written and spoken discourse. 
Observing and experiencing the use of technology in the study of the language arts, especially for problem solving, and 
understanding the relationship of the language arts to emerging technologies 
Appropriate communication tasks consistent with the developmental levels of students and the interrelatedness of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. 
Reading, including the process and role of reading across the curriculum, the relationship between the purposes for and the 
techniques of reading, and strategies for improving reading and writing skills. 
Strategies that enable one to read fluently and to be able to learn from reading. 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 
Use group interaction for collaborative learning in the language arts (e.g., discussion, debate, creative problem solving, 
composition, drama, reading, improvisation). 
Teach students to identify facts, implications, assumptions, inferences, and judgments in both spoken and written discourse. 
Teach students to structure and expand ideas into coherent writing. 
Using technology tools and information resources to increase productivity, promote creativity, and facilitate academic 
learning in the language arts. 
Students will demonstrate high levels of professionalism by: 
Exhibiting positive attitudes towards technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits and 
productivity 

 
 

Course Texts: Readings accessible via Internet, Carmichael Library reserve, and handouts. 
 
Student Responsibilities: 

• Daily participation in class activities (10% of course grade). 
• Fifteen 250-word journal entries (20%), to be submitted in a two-pocket folder on dates specified on the 

course schedule. 
• Four major essays (45%), with optional allowances for revision. 



• Researched essay (15%) 
• Active participation in draft workshops (10%). 
 

Attendance Policy: You are expected to attend all class meetings.  Each meeting will include instruction, discussion, and 
other activities that will help you develop your writing skills.  If you find that sickness, personal needs, or professional 
obligations interfere with your ability to attend class regularly, you should accept the consequent effect on your grade or 
choose to officially withdraw. 
 
ADA Statement: It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal opportunity to qualified students.  If you 
have a disability that may prevent you from meeting course requirements, notify your instructor by the second week of 
the semester.  Course requirements will not be waived, but reasonable accommodations will be developed to assist you 
in meeting requirements.  You are expected to work with the instructor to develop and implement a reasonable 
accommodation plan. 
 
Policy on Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  If I suspect 
plagiarism in an essay, I will talk to you about my concerns.  In no case will an essay with plagiarism problems receive a 
passing score. 



 
Schedule 

 
January 11 T Course Introduction. 

Journal 1: Write about an interesting setting you experienced during the 
Holiday Break. 

 
January 13 Th Read “At the Buffalo Bill Museum—June 1988,” by Jane Tompkins,  

handout. 
Journal 2: Do you agree with Tompkins about the purpose of museums? 
Think about museums you have visited in composing your response. 

 
January 18 T Read “Enclosed. Encyclopedic. Endured.: One Week at the Mall of  

America,” by David Guterson, handout. 
Read “Writing Description.” http://owl.english.purdue.edu/Files/104.html 

   Journal 3: Write a description of a public place that is important to a  
significant number of people. 

   Journals 1-3 due. 
 
January 20 Th Read “Bide-A-Wee,” by Karl Baden (http://www.word.com/place/baden2/). 
   Journal 4: Baden writes about the pet cemetery with a good deal of personal  

material. What do you think about his style as a way of telling about a place? 
Will the style of your Observation Paper be more like or unlike Baden’s? 

 
January 25 T Observation Paper draft due. 
 
January 27 Th Read Robert Stone, “Ellison’s Promised Land,” review of Juneteenth by Ralph  

Ellison   http://www.nybooks.com/nyrev/WWWarchdisplay.cgi?19990812016R 
Journal 5: Based on Stone’s review, do you think you would like to read 
Juneteenth? Why or why not? 

 
February 1 T Observation Paper revision due. 
   Pleasure Day!  Bring a brief text to read aloud to your classmates. 
 
February 3 Th Read “Road Kill,” by Jayne Margetts (review of Barry Gifford’s The Sinaola  

Story) www.spikemagazine.com/1199barrygifford.htm 
No class meeting—Southeastern Writing Center Association Conference. 

    
February 8 T Read Tim Parks, “Sightgeist,” review of Blindness by Jose Saramago 
   http://www.nybooks.com/nyrev/WWWarchdisplay.cgi?19990218022R 
   Journal 6: What qualities make a book “good” for you? 
   Journals 4-6 due. 
 
February 10 Th Book Review draft due. 
 
February 15 T Read interview with Paul Williams 
   http://www.geocities.com/SunsetStrip/Palms/4961/treatmenttoday.html 
    



   Journal 7: Do you like Paul Williams after reading the interview with him? Do  
you think the author of the interview likes him? How can you tell? 
 

February 17 Th Book Review revision due. 
   Pleasure Day. 
 
February 22 T Read “Bobbie Ann Mason: Chronicling the Heart of Western Kentucky,” by  

Glenda Conway, and “An Interview with Bobbie Ann Mason,” by Glenda 
Conway handouts. 
Journal 8: If you could interview a famous person, who would it be? Why? 
What questions would you ask? What would you hope to be able to write 
afterwards? 

 
February 24 Th Read “Personals.” http://www.word.com/features99/personals/ 
 
February 29 T Journal 9: How do you feel about the prospect of being asked to write a  

paper using researched materials? Have you had previous experiences with 
researching? Do you perform research often in your daily life? What are your 
most successful methods? 

   Journals 7-9 due. 
 
Note: The deadline for submitting your review to the Carmichael Library Book Review Competition is March 6. 
 
March 2 Th Interview Essay draft due. 
    
March 7 T Read “Critical Reading Towards Critical Writing” 
  http://www.library.utoronto.ca/writing/critrdg.html 
   Read “Evaluation Sources of Information” 
   http://owl.english.purdue.edu/Files/131.html 
 
March 9 Th Interview Essay revision due. 
   Pleasure Day! 

Journal 10: Go to the Carmichael Library Reference area. Wander around 
leisurely, looking at titles of different volumes, then pick three or four to 
browse for a few minutes. Write about your discoveries. 

 
March 14 T Read “Indians…,” by Jane Tompkins (on reserve). 

Journal 11: Write about a time when you read or were told different versions 
of an event and did not know which was the “truth.” 

 
March 16 Th Surf around the “My Virtual Reference Desk” website. 
   (http://www.refdesk.com//newlinks.html) 
   Journal 12: Write about some of the links you “clicked” with today’s  

homework. 
   Journals 10-12 due. 
 
March 21 T Read “Using MLA Format” http://owl.english.purdue.edu/Files/33.html 

Informal Oral Presentations. 



 
March 23 Th Informal Oral Presentations. 
 
March 27 – April 2  Spring Break 
 
April 4  T Journal 13: Which oral presentation did you find most interesting? Why?  

Which did you find most controversial? 
 
April 6  Th Researched Essay draft due. 
 
April 11 T Read reviews, handouts. 
   Journal 14: Discuss the qualities of a good public presentation or  

performance. 
 
April 13 Th Researched Essay revision due. 
 
April 18 T Read review of Stomp! http://www.geocities.com/Broadway/1068/stomp.html 
 
April 20 Th Read “Concert Review: Solo Jazz Bass Show Fragmented,” by Owen Cordle 
   http://www.news-observer.com/daily/1998/08/15/home04.html 

Journal 15: Write about any subject of concern or interest to you regarding 
this course.  

   Journals 13-15 due. 
 
April 25 T Performance/Presentation Review draft due. 
 
April 27 Th  
 
May 1  M Final Exam—Performance/Presentation Review revision due. 


