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ENGLISH 231, WORLD LITERATURE 
 
 

Course Description:  This world literature course focuses primarily on the Western literary tradition and 
includes readings that reflect ethical, social, and aesthetic ideals of the West.  Readings also provide a basis 
for developing skills in literary interpretation, presentation, analysis, and discussion.  ENG 231 and 232  (or 
honors equivalents; i.e., ENG 233 and 234) serve as prerequisites to all 300- and 400-level English courses 
except ENG 305, 306, and 307.  Prerequisites:  ENG 101 and 102 or 103 and 104, or equivalent. 

 
Instructor's Office: Comer 201B.  I'm usually in my office Monday-Friday from 9 until 5; feel free to drop 
in during these hours when you see that I’m free. If you want to make sure that I reserve a particular time 
for you, please make an appointment. 
 
English 231 Syllabus Statement  Control over the resources of the English language and knowledge of the 
symbolic structures of literature are vital to liberal arts inquiry.  Western literature invites consideration of 
basic questions at the heart of liberal study: what is it to be human?  how have human beings of different 
times, places in the Western tradition made sense of themselves and their world?  how are we to live as 
responsible citizens? 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
 1. Students will acquire knowledge of English grammar, logic, and rhetoric. 
 
 2. Students will acquire knowledge about human nature. 
 

3. Students will acquire knowledge of the special “languages” and symbolic structures of the fine 
arts.  

 
MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS: 

3 exams:  Each exam is worth 20% of your course grade. The first exam is actually two exams, 
scheduled on different days, and worth 12 ½ % each.  The first portion of this test will consist of 
short answers, either matching, identification or brief but thorough responses to material we have 
covered in class; the second portion will be a longer essay to be written during class.  The second 
exam, also in 2 parts, follows this format and counts 20% (your essay for this exam will be an out-
of class essay on an assigned topic to be turned in one week after the scheduled short answer part 
of this test).  The final exam, an essay test, counts another 20%; thus, the three exams constitute 
80% of your course grade. Your final exam essay will be one you work on prior to the final exam 
date; you will write the final version in class during the officially-scheduled final exam time. 
 
1 formal paper:  (20% of course grade)  The purpose of this out-of-class assignment is to develop 
an argument based on literary interpretation.  This paper should showcase your very best writing 
and thinking.  You will receive a handout with specific instructions, including due date. 
 
Class participation: (20% of course grade) Please note the heavy emphasis placed on class 
participation.  Participation points are not a free gift; rather, you must earn them with active 
participation.  Here’s how to earn those points: 
 

1.  Attendance:   
"The University expects students to attend all classes for which they are enrolled.  
Instructors may establish specific regulations governing their classes and will provide 
them to their students at the beginning of each semester."  (Copied from the University of 
Montevallo Bulletin).  The specific regulations for this class are: 
 A.  Students are expected to attend all classes. 
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B. Because life intervenes, however, students are allowed two non-penalized 
absences (for illnesses, boredom, better things to do, funerals, weddings, 
lethargy, broken alarm clocks, and/or broken hearts). 

C. Students missing more than two classes--for anything other than official 
University business—can expect to have their participation grade lowered 
significantly. 

D.  Should you choose to sleep in class, I will quietly mark you absent for the 
day.  You are.   

E.  Should you be late to class and arrive after roll has been called, you will 
want to be counted present.  To assure that I have marked you present, turn 
in a sheet of paper on which you have recorded the date, your time of 
arrival, and your signature.  Give it to me at the end of class that day (and 
that day only) so that I will have a record of your attendance. 

 
2. Class Discussion, Pop Quizzes, and Informal Writing Assignments: 
Your voice is essential to the discussions that will make this class a community of 
learners.  In this class you are expected to be an active rather than a passive learner.  Such 
an expectation means that you assume some responsibility for the quality of class 
conversation.  Please remember that the word "conversation" means "a verbal exchange 
of ideas" (Webster's New World Dictionary). This definition implies that you both talk 
and listen to make the exchange a fruitful one.  Should class discussion fail to include the 
voices of everyone in the class, I may find it necessary to give unannounced reading 
quizzes at the beginning of class each day. (Because these quizzes check for reading only 
and because they depend on the “surprise” factor, they cannot be made up if you miss 
class or arrive late that day). Your syllabus also includes several  informal writing 
activities designed to enhance class discussion and  reinforce writing skills; these, also 
will influence your participation grade. (Please note due dates) 
 
I would prefer that class discussions emerge from your responses to the texts we are 
reading and to the opinions expressed by your other classmates.  If this does not happen, I 
will be forced to call on students in a more formal way to advance the literary 
conversations that will make this class a more interesting one.   

 
To meet the requirements of the State of Alabama Department of Education, students in this 
course will acquire knowledge of: 
 
 1.  Literature, 

including theories and methods of literary analysis and classical and 
contemporary American/English/world literature, and  
 
including literature for youth and adolescents, works by female and 
minority authors, works of theory and criticism, and the short  story, novel, 
poetry, drama, and essay.  
 

                              2.  Effective listening techniques.   
 
ADA Compliance Statement: 

 
 It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal opportunity in education to 
qualified students.  If you have a disability that may prevent you from meeting course 
requirements, contact the instructor immediately to file a student disability statement and to 
develop an accommodation plan.  Course requirements will not be waived, but reasonable 
accommodations will be developed to assist you in meeting the requirements.  You are expected to 
work with the instructor and the Office of Student Support Services to develop and implement a 
reasonable accommodation plan. 
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Writing Reinforcement Credit:   This course has been approved by the University Writing 
Committee to provide Writing Reinforcement credit.  As such, course requirements will include 
various formal and informal writing activities designed with the purpose of enhancing discipline-
directed reasoning and writing skills. Because this is a WR course, students must demonstrate 
college-level writing skills to receive a satisfactory grade for the term. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: 
 
To claim as one's own the ideas or words of another is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is defined as the 
following: 
 *using the exact words of another person's work/writing without acknowledgement of 
your source through the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation; 
 *rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit; 
 *using someone else's facts or ideas without acknowledgement; 
 *using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous course (or in 
courses in which you are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both 
instructors to do so; and 
 *presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials. 
 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  
Cheating on exams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty.  At the very least, an 
assignment on which plagiarism or cheating has occurred will receive no credit; i.e., a "zero," and 
an Academic Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office 
of the Vice President for Student Affairs.  A plagiarist/cheater is also subject to failure in the 
course and/or appearance before the Justice Council. (Approved by Faculty Senate, Spring 2000) 
 
 
 

 
Schedule of readings 
 
(Unless otherwise indicated, all readings are from The Norton Anthology of World Masterpieces, 2nd ed. Ed. 

Peter J. Simon.  New York:  Norton, 2002. 
 

Week 1-2:  “In the beginning. . .” . 
 Getting acquainted 
 T.S. Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (ERes) 
 Gilgamesh (epic) 
 Old Testament, Creation Story, Flood Story 
 Film on Iraq 
 
Writing Assignment, due end of Week 2:  In approximately 500 words, describe your very first 
memory.  Include location, characters, and the significance of your memory. 
 
Weeks 3-4:  Search for a promised land 
 Old Testament, The Hebrew Exodus 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” (speech, ERes) 
 Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn:  A Case Study 

in Critical Controversy.   Ed. Graff and Phelan. New York: Bedford,  1995. 
 Protestant hymns; Black spirituals (ERes) 
 
TEST # 1 
 
Weeks 5-7:  Mythic journeys 
 Homer, The Odyssey (epic) 
 Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? (film) 



 4

 T. S. Eliot, “The Wasteland” (ERes) 
 
Writing Assignment, due end of Week 7:  In approximately 500 words, describe a trip you have made 
and relate it to one of the readings above (weeks 3-7). 
 
Weeks 8-10:  “The play’s the thing. . . “. 

Sophocles, Oedipus 
Euripedes, Medea 
William Shakespeare, Othello 
Tennessee Williams, Streetcar Named Desire (ERes) 
 

Writing Assignment, due end of week 10:  Locate a common denominator in two or more of these 
readings (weeks 8-10) and explain what makes a character’s world fall apart. 
 
TEST # 2 
 
Weeks 11-13:  The power of storytelling 
 The Thousand and One Nights (Arabic tales) 
 Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales 
 Edgar Allan Poe, The Cask of Amontillado (ERes) 
 
Writing Assignment, due end of Week 13: Describe a benefit or benefits derived from storytelling as 
illustrated by the selections above (weeks 11-13). 
 
Weeks 14-15:  Lyric poetry 
 Renaissance Sonnets by Shakespeare and Petrarch (ERes) 

Walt Whitman, When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d  (ERes) 
 

TEST # 3 (Final exam) 
  
  
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


