
 
English 232: World Literature II 

 
 

Instructor’s Office: Comer 200C 
Office hours: M 2-5; T & Th 12:30-2; and by appointment 
 
Course Texts: 
 Behn, Oroonoko and Other Writings (World’s Classics) 
 Defoe, Moll Flanders (Penguin) 
 Equiano, Life of Olaudah Equiano (Dover) 
 Butler, Kindred (Beacon Press) 
 Head, Maru (Heinemann)        
 Coetzee, Waiting for the Barbarians (Penguin) 

 
Course Description and Objectives: Control over the resources of the English language and knowledge of the 
symbolic structures of literature are vital to liberal arts inquiry.  World literature invites consideration of basic 
questions at the heart of liberal study: what does it mean to be human? how have human beings of different times, 
places, and cultures made sense of themselves and their world? how are we to live as responsible global citizens? 
 Like other “core” English offerings, this course is designed to help you become stronger readers and more 
effective writers.  To this end we will read, discuss, and write about imaginative works from different parts of the 
Atlantic world – specifically England, Nigeria, the United States, and South Africa – from the late seventeenth 
century to the present.  Our discussions will focus on the ways human beings find dignity and hope under seemingly 
intolerable conditions, among them slavery, poverty, exclusion, torture, sexual hatred, and exile.  
 
To meet the requirements of the State of Alabama Department of Education, students in this course will acquire 
knowledge of: 
 

 1.  Literature, including theories and methods of literary analysis and classical and contemporary 
American/English/world literature, and including literature for youth and adolescents, works by 
female and minority authors, works of theory and criticism, and the short story, novel, poetry, 
drama, and essay.  

 
              2.  Effective listening techniques.   
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: 
 2 papers (formal critical analysis) (40%) 
 1 in-class essay (10%) 
 2 exams (40%) 
 presentations and informal writing assignments (10%) 
 

 
 
ADA Compliance Statement: 
 
 It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal opportunity in education to 
qualified students.  If you have a disability that may prevent you from meeting course requirements, contact 
the instructor immediately to file a student disability statement and to develop an accommodation plan.  
Course requirements will not be waived, but reasonable accommodations will be developed to assist you in 
meeting the requirements.  You are expected to work with the instructor and the Office of Student Support 
Services to develop and implement a reasonable accommodation plan. 
 
Writing Reinforcement Credit:   This course has been approved by the University Writing Committee to 
provide Writing Reinforcement credit.  As such, course requirements will include various formal and 
informal writing activities designed with the purpose of enhancing discipline-directed reasoning and 



writing skills. Because this is a WR course, students must demonstrate college-level writing skills to 
receive a satisfactory grade for the term. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: 
 
To claim as one's own the ideas or words of another is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is defined as the following: 
 
*using the exact words of another person's work/writing without acknowledgement of your source through 

the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation; 
 *rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit; 
 *using someone else's facts or ideas without acknowledgement; 
 *using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous course (or in courses  in which 

you are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both instructors to do so; and 
 *presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials. 
 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  Cheating on 
exams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty.  At the very least, an assignment on which plagiarism 
or cheating has occurred will receive no credit; i.e., a "zero," and an Academic Dishonesty Incident Form 
concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs.  A 
plagiarist/cheater is also subject to failure in the course and/or appearance before the Justice Council.
 (Approved by Faculty Senate, Spring 2000) 
 
 
 
Attendance:  Many of the most important ideas to be explored in this course will emerge from class discussion.  For 
this reason you are expected to attend class regularly.  You can miss one class without penalty, but thereafter you 
should be prepared to lose five participation points for each class missed (which may include seriously late arrivals 
and seriously early departures).  Do not expect to make up any exams or informal in-class writing exercises unless 
you make arrangements with me in advance.  Failure to prepare for class or to bring the assigned text may cost you 
points as well. 

 
 
 

Course Activities 
 

9 Jan  T: Introductory 
  Th: Poems (handout) 
   
16 Jan  T: Behn: ‘The History of the Nun’ (138-190) and ‘The Fair Jilt’ (74-119) 
   

Writing Assignment (3 pts): Bring to class a four-page informal paper (typed) on 
Behn’s ‘The History of the Nun’ and ‘The Fair Jilt.’  

 
In the seventeenth-century only a scattering of folks on the farthest edge of the 
lunatic fringe questioned the belief that women should be under the domination 
and control of men.  Many women were reasonably content with this state of 
affairs; others imagined ways to elude or even subvert male control.  Aphra 
Behn was one of the latter.  

 
Imagine you are a seventeenth-century woman reading the two assigned Aphra 
Behn stories.  What do they teach you about how to cope with male domination 
and control?  Do such strategies work?  Do women still use any of them today? 

 
I’m not looking for “fine writing” so much as evidence that you’ve read closely 
and thought carefully about these questions.  Be as specific as possible.  Support 
your opinions with evidence from the text. 



 
  Th: “Nun” and “Jilt” (cont.) 
    
23 Jan  T: Behn’s Poetry: “Song. Love Armed” (211), “On the Death of the Late Earl of Rochester” (218),  

“The Disappointment” (223-227), “To the Fair Clarinda, Who Made Love To Me, 
Imagined More Than Woman” (262) 

 
  Th: poetry (cont.) 
 
30 Jan   T: Behn, Oroonoko (3-73) 
 
  Th: Oroonoko (cont.) 
 
6 Feb  T: Peer Review: Paper I (Oroonoko) 
    
  Th: Paper due 
  Defoe, Moll Flanders 
 
13 Feb  T: Presentations: Daily life in 18th century London 
  Th: Moll Flanders 
 
20 Feb  T: Moll Flanders 
  Th: Poems (handouts) 
 
27 Feb  T: Exam: Behn and Defoe 
  Th: Poems (handouts) 
 
6 Mar  T: Life of Olaudah Equiano 
  Th: Presentations: The slave trade in the 18th century 
 
13 Mar  T: Olaudah Equiano 
  Th: Olaudah Equiano 
 
20 Mar  T: Butler, Kindred 
  Th: Kindred 
 
26 Mar  Spring Break 
 
3 Ap  T: Head, Maru 

Th: Presentations: South African Apartheid 
 
10 Ap  T: Peer Review: Paper II (Equiano and Kindred) 
  Th: Paper due 
  Maru 
 
17 Ap  T: Coetzee, Waiting for the Barbarians 
  Th: Waiting 
 
24 Ap  T: Waiting for the Barbarians 
  Creative interpretations 
 
Finals Week Exam II (Maru and Barbarians) 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


